
Gar park must remain
Sir - It has been very interesting talking to
people as they park their cars in the
Headington car park and hearing from them
the reasons for their visits.

The car park is not only used by those who
come to shop in Headington at supermarkets
as well as locally-run shops, and pay the
exceptionally high parking charges, but by
those who come to the dentist and other
health professionals, the businesses in
Headington, the banks, hairdressers, the
library, the cafes which contribute
considerably to the maintenance of
Headington as a community, and the local
doctors'swgery in Old Hieh Street where, at
the London Road end, there is no permitted
parking on the street for non-residents

Families come to Bury Knowle Park and
the refurbished play area which is excellent
and a great attraction,.particularly during
summer evenings and will continue to be at
weekends all the year round.

It would also jeopardise the future of the
Headington Festival which tdkes place in the
park in June, and the Churches Together
events.

fire car park must remain as it is so that
the Headington community continues to
thrive.
Stella Welford
Friends of Ol.d Hea.dineton
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COUNTY councillor Roy
Darke states (Oxford Mail,
August 5) that in principle
he is in favour of building
above the Old High Street
car park in Headington.

At the end of the piece he
finishes with the comment that:
"The council has to take long-
term development needs into
account and support a vibrant
local economy".

Does he not recognise that by
building above the car park he
would greafly reduce the
viability of local business with
the removal of some parking
spaees?

While the work was being
carried out all space would be
lost, leading potentially to
business eustomers and clients
leaving the area and more than
likely not returning.

Headington has already lost a
great many customers over the
years due to so-called
improvements to the area, such
as the installation of a bus lane.
the'hamburger' roundabout and
the London Road improvements
scheme.

Also, residents' parking
restrictions have come into
force.

The revamp of the shopping
district brought more upheaval.

There was the loss of a cinema,
bingo hall, snooker hall and
football ground, all ofwhich
brought people into the area.

Now the car park is to be
reduced.

Most businesses in Headington
have made every effort to be
supportive ofthe loeal
community, supplying the
finance for a Christmas tree and
lights, and an annual fun-day,
for the last 10 years.

We are the only area of the city
to have hanging baskets this
year,O due to the generosity of
local business and institutions.

I understand that people need
aflordable housing, but to keep a
vibrant local economy we need a
good selection of shops,
professional services, caf6s and
restaurants.

So, unless Councillor Darke
and the other members of the
city council have a surprise plan
to provide new and exciting
amenities for the good people of
central Headington, I would like
to suggest that they consider the

businesses of Headington when
making their decision.

JILL CUMMINGS
(Headington resident and former

trader)
London Road

Headington
Oxford

O COUNCILLOR Darke's call to
build on Headington car park
has caused an outcry.

His comments prompt two
questions: has he ever visited
the car park and observed what
goes on there, and has he
listened to the views of residents
he has been elected to represent?

He claims that car parks are
"dead places". Headington's
main car park is constantly
busy.

The message I'm hearing loud
and clear in the shopping area,
the farmers'market and at
events in the park is that the
idea of development on this car
park is completely mad.

I have yet to meet a local
resident who supports this
"preferred option".

People are queuing up to sign a
petition against it so fast that
sheets can't be copied quickly
enough.

The centre ofHeadington is a
place where people live, work,
shop, study and meet up
socially.

How does the proposed
reduction in public car parking
space square up to Mr Darke's
idea of a "vibrant local
economy"?

Yes, we need more affordable
housing, but let's build it where
our new residents will feel part
of a community. Let's use our
common sense.

RUTH WILKINSON
Lib Dem Councillor for

Headington Ward
Thames View Road

Oxford

a THERE were opposing views
about the proposal to build
accommodation on stilts in the
car park accessible from Old
High Street inthe Oxford Mail.

Apart from the obvious
reduction in parking places once
the housing is built, the idea
would be very bad for business
because when the alterations
were taking place there would
be no car parking there, so shops
would close and businesses
would be badly affected.

The Friends of Old Headington
support opposition to this
development wholeheartedly for
the reasons previously
expressed.

How city and county councillor

I WRITE in response to the article in
Ihe lssue (Ortod Mail August 17),

Susie Carter states that OAPs
should not get free bus passes, as it
is the young who have to pick up the
tab.

It has always been the case that the
young pick up the tab for OAPs.

I left school in 1956 and started
paying my contributions in order that
OAPs at that time could get their
benefits, and for family allowance to
mothers of young children.

No doubt Susie Carter benefited.
from my contributions to the system.

I retired from work in 2fi)9 after
paying into the system for 53 years in
order that I would be looked after in
my old age, I received a grand total of
t127 per week in state pension adding to that pittance, they take
back €30 per week in council tax.

She mentions Twiggy, Cilla and Julie Walters in her column.
Does she really believe that, with their wealth, they would pop on

a bus with their bus pass? Come on, it is time to get real.
LEN LEWIS

Morton Avenue
Kidlington
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Roy Darke can say that car
parks are "dead places" is
unbelievable, and how can he
say that the council has to take
long-term development need into
account and support a vibrant
local economy - what vibrant
local economy if there is no
adequate car parking for those
contributing to it?

Shoppers come in from a
number of outlying villages, as
we know from personal contacts
and from signatures on the
petition, and where are they to
park when there are no local bus
services to Headington from
their villages? Think again.

STELLAWELFORD
Honorary secretary

Friends of Old Headington
Old High Street

Headington

O I WAS staggered to read
Councillor Darke's comments
about car parks being dead.

I shudder to think that his
views may represent those of ttre
executive board of Oxford City
Council.

Yes, some car parks can be
fairly bleak looking, and yes, it
does make sense to maximise
space and use in car park
Iocations.

However, car parks are
anything but dead spaces.

They are very important hubs
enabling people to access
businesses ofall kinds, day and
night.

In Oxford we are fortunate to
have good bus services. '

Nevertheless, there are many
reasons when using a car is the
most appropriate means of
travel.

With an increasing population
in the city, it is a nonsense to
even consider reducing car
parking spaces.

GRAHAM JONES For ROX
- Promoting Oxforil Business

St Giles

O I READ with total disbelief
the letter by Roy Darke.

When all the streets of Oxford
are littered with cars, which not
only make the street look ugly
and a mess but interfere with
the movement of both vehicles
and pedestrians, we do not need
a reduction in the number of off-
street parking plaees. Pret8

lnrnoERS PLEASE NOTE: We welcome letters on any subject up
Utetephone number. Names and addresses wi[[ be withheld from
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D Traders oppose

idea of student
homes on stilts
at city car park
By Damian Fantato

Gar pailr is ualued
Sir - It would detract immeasurably from
tlre quality of life of the people of 

-

Headington and north-east Oxford if the car
park next to Waitrose were lost to housing.
The commercial prospects of the local sh6ns
would also be severely affected.
_- I recently moved to Headington from
Yorkshire and was immensely cheered to
find my favourite supermarket, a wonderful
Iibrary in Bury K:rowle park and also a

TRADERS have laun-
ched a petition to halt
plans to build on top of
a Headington car park.

The site has been ear-
marked for housing or
student accommoda-
tion, to be built on stilts
above the 130-space
Waitrose car park off
Old High Street, which
is owned by Oxford City
Council.

But traders fear anv
development could bir
bad for business.

Elaine Bellenger, who
runs the dress shop
Monaco on Old High
Street, said: "It will
have a terrible effect on
business.

"What parking are
they going to provide
while they take this car
park away?".

Damion Farah, of the
delicatessen Jacobs and

Field, said: "There are
already vacant proper-
ties here, and if people
cannot park it will make
it even worse."

A similar scheme is
being proposed at St
Clements car park,
where developer Wat-
kin Jones Group hopes
to build three accommo-
dation blocks housing
some 140 students. This
would also involve the
car park being closed
for 11 months.

Neil Holdstock, of
Headington Business
Association, has been
organising the petition.

He said: "One has to
remember that ulti-
mately, the people who
make the decision on
whether to build the car
park or not, are elected.

"Should they go
against the wishes of
the majority on such a
sensitive matter, I
would suggest they are

making their future in
local politics a poten-
tially short one."

This site was listed in
the city council's Si/es
and Housing Deuelop-
ment Preferred Options
document which
identifies land in
Oxford that could be
developed in coming
years.

Following consulta-
tion on the document
this summer, the eoun-
cil will produce a
revised list of sites for
further consultation at
the beginning of next
year.

Council spokesman
Annette Cunningham
said: "The car park in
Headington is one of
the sites we have con-
sulted on.

"Any concerns that
are raised will be con-
sidered before any fur-
ther decisions are
made."
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small but perfectly formed car park so tlrat I
could access the two with no difficulty'

The surrounding streets are almost
entirely given over to residents' parking,
Thornhill park-and-ride is almost entirely
occupied by commuters and is full soon after
the rush hour. Just what are shoppers
supposed to do when they want to stock up
for the week?

People from the surrounding villages
would probably be worst affected but tJle
residents of Headington themselves value
this car park enormouslY.

Surely there is a balance to be struck here:
Headington is already a heavily populated
area and so the loss of local amenities to
even more dense housing does not make
economic or social sense.
Anthea Boylston
Headington

)
,

3;-

I

)
)



Car parks not dead space
O WE echo Michael Clarke's
iews (Oxford Mail, Augast 12)
of ClIr Darke's comments in The
Issue about car parks being dead
spaces.

W€ shudder to think that his
views may represent ttrose of the
executive board ofOxford City
Council.

Yes, some car parks can be
fairly bleak looking if not well
landscaped and maintained. And
yes, it does make sense to
maximise space and use in car
park locations.

However, car parks are
anything but dead spaces. They
are essential hubs enabling
people to access shops and
restaurants, their hairdressers,
accountants, solicitors and other
businesses.'In addition, they provide
valuable space for many sales,
service and supply vehicles
whose drivers are visiting local
premises. Many of the spaces
urill be used several times over
in any one day.

Car parks also have a role in
tlre evening, providing necessary
infrastructure for people visiting
restaurants and pubs, local
community centres and halls,
tfieahes and cinemas. They are
absolutely vital to tfie local
community, whether in the
suburbs ofOxford or the city
eentre.

With an increasing population
in the city, it is nonsense to even
consider reducing car parking
spaces. If tfiere are insufficient

spaces to support businesses in
Oxford, then there is a risk
many of those businesses will
become unviable and close as
customers shift to out-of-town
destinations with plenty of free
parking.

The supermarkets in those
locations recogaise the
importance of car parks to their
operations and profitability,
even if Cllr Darke does not.

GRAHAM JONES
for ROX - promoting Oxford

business, St Giles, Oxford

Save our beloved NHS
O I'M no expert, but it would
seem that the Government
listening exercise on the Health
and Social Care Bill has done
nothing to change its most
damaging and fearful proposals,
sealing the fate of our beloved
NHS to being mosfly provided
privately, while ensuring the
Secretary of State for Health no
longer remains accountable.

So what happens when these
health companies go bust? Just
like private pensions from
companies that go bust, people
won't get what they signed up
for and the person at the top
won't be held responsible
because it is not against the law.

Great, reap the rewards when
all goes well and be able to say

E: We welcome letters on any subject up to a limit of 2!
telephone number. Names and addresses wil l be witht
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