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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Barton Area Action Plan will set the planning policy framework for the strategic 
development site. It will bring forward the strategic site and deliver regeneration benefits to the 
existing neighbouring communities.  
 
One of the main principles of the planning system is that local communities and stakeholders 
should be involved from the outset in the preparation of planning policy documents.  In line 
with this principle, the City Council conducted an extensive public consultation exercise to 
coincide with the publication of the Barton Area Action Plan Issues Paper.  
 
The consultation period which ran from the 11th June 2010 until 23rd July 2010, involved 
different methods of public consultation and aimed to reach different groups within the 
community.  The purpose of this first stage of public consultation was to seek views on how 
Oxford should plan for, and manage, change and development within the Barton strategic 
development site. The outcomes of this first stage of the public consultation will help the City 
Council to prepare the next stage of the Barton Area Action Plan: Preferred Options. 
 
This consultation was prepared and conducted under Regulation 25 of the ‘Town and Country 
Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008’. 
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2. CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
Different methods of public consultation were used to maximise community and stakeholder 
engagement in the process.  Some aspects of the consultation were more successful than 
others, and the lessons learnt will be applied to future consultations on the Barton Area Action 
Plan and other Local Development Framework documents. 
 

2.1 Who was consulted? 
 
The consultation aimed to involve the whole local community by delivering a questionnaire to 
each household in Barton, Northway and Old Headington (approximately 3100).  Letters were 
sent to various organisations and individuals (approximately 430), which included all the 
statutory stakeholders listed in Oxford’s Statement of Community Involvement together with a 
wide range of interest groups, developers and agents.  A number of community, voluntary and 
hard to reach groups were contacted in an effort to encourage their involvement.  More 
information on the publicity is included below. 
 
The chart below illustrates where those members of the public who responded to the 
questionnaires live. (Those responding on behalf of an organisation have been discounted 
from this analysis.)  Of these addresses, some 45% came from addresses in Barton and 17% 
from Old Headington.  11% were from Northway and a further 11% from Headington. A small 
number of responses were received from those living in Old Marston/Marston, Risinghurst and 
Sandhills.   
 

Respondents addresses

45%

11%
17%

11%

5%

1% 10%

Barton Northway Old Headington Headington
Old Marston/Marston Risinghurst/Sandhills Other

 
(The percentages above represent those respondents that gave an address. 29 questionnaires did not 
have an address, and are not represented in the chart above.) 

 

2.2. Consultation methods 
 
The starting point for the public consultation exercise was the Issues Paper produced by the 
City Council. This paper, along with the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Addendum for 
the Barton Area Action Plan were available on the Council’s website, at the reception desk of 
the main Council offices and in local and central libraries.  
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Based on the Issues Paper two separate questionnaires were produced.  One of these 
(contained within the Issues Document) was aimed particularly at stakeholders and others 
who had read the Issues Paper and included a wide range of questions; whilst a shorter 
summary questionnaire with the aim of introducing the project was produced for the wider 
community.  
 
The stakeholders’ questionnaire, as part of the Issues Paper, was sent to statutory 
stakeholders (e.g. Government agencies, utility companies and adjoining local authorities), 
whilst a wide range of other organisations and individuals were notified of where to obtain 
copies of these documents.  
 
The summary questionnaire was delivered to every house in the locality and made available at 
the exhibitions/drop in sessions, libraries, and other community facilities. It took the form of a 
pre-paid leaflet, distributed to each household in Barton, Northway and Old Headington.  To 
help encourage participation in the consultation, monthly slice cards (enabling free entry to the 
Council’s leisure facilities) were awarded to two randomly picked winners who completed the 
questionnaire. 
 
Notification of the consultation period was sent to approximately 430 individuals and 
organisations.  This included statutory bodies (government agencies, utility providers and 
parish councils for example); those who had previously registered an interest in planning and 
regeneration issues on the City Council’s Inovem database; and additional groups and 
organisations primarily from the local area who it was considered would be interested in the 
project.  In all approximately 180 letters of notification were sent out and 250 notifications 
were sent by email.  The notification pointed recipients in the direction of the City Council’s 
website where all the relevant background information could be located including a list of the 
exhibitions and drop-in sessions and where the questionnaires could be completed online or 
printed, completed and returned by post. 
 
A series of exhibitions was held during the consultation period: 

• Barton Bash – 12th June 
• Barton Neighbourhood Centre – 14th-18th June 
• Roundabout Centre – 21st-22nd June 
• Barton Pool – 23rd-24th June 
• Northway Community Centre – 28th June-5th July 
• Mortimer Hall – 6th July  
• Headington Baptist Church – 8th-13th July 
• Ramsay House – 13th July-23rd July 

The exhibitions included information panels regarding the vision, objectives, key issues and 
how to get involved in the project and questionnaires were available.   
 
Many of the exhibitions took the form of advertised drop-in sessions where members of the 
project team were available to answer questions. They were arranged to coincide with other 
events being held at the venues and to provide a range of opportunities to enable people to 
visit them. Officers were available at the following drop-in sessions: 

• Barton Bash – Saturday 12th June from 12.00 to 5.00 
• Barton Neighbourhood Centre – Tuesday 15th June from 1.00 to 4.00 
• Northway Community Centre – Thursday 1st July from 3.00 to 7.00 
• Mortimer Hall – Tuesday 6th July from 3.30 to 7.00 
• Headington Baptist Church – Thursday 8th July from 3.00 to 7.00 

A summary of comments received at the drop sessions is provided in Section 3.6. 
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• on the front page of the City Council’s website and on a newly created page: 
www.oxford.gov.uk/barton 

• in ‘Your Oxford’ Summer 2010 edition, the City Council’s newsletter which is 
distributed to every household 

• in ‘Hands On News’ June 2010 edition the Barton Community Association 
newsletter which is distributed to all the households in Barton 

• in the Old Marston parish magazine – Marston Times, June 2010 edition 
• on the Old Marston Parish Council website 
• on local radio – BBC Radio Oxford 
• on BBC News website, 3rd June 2010 
• in the Oxford Mail  
• in the Oxford Times 
• on posters (approximately 50) distributed to community venues and businesses in 

the locality 
• on the permanent project noticeboards at Barton Neighbourhood Centre, the 

Roundabout Centre and Northway Community Centre 
• through distribution of summary questionnaires at “home time” at Bayard’s Hill 

Primary School, 13th July 2010 
• by report to the Council’s North-East Area Committee, 15th June and Executive 

Board, 9th June 2010 
• through attendance at meetings of local groups and organisations (see below) 

 
The Barton and Northway Working Group has been established as a formal part of the project 
management structure for the Barton project.  The group consists of local people with a range 
of community interests from the area.  Its aims include provision of advice and support to the 
project team and keeping the wider local community informed of progress.  The group has met 
to date on three occasions (with further meetings to follow): 
 

Working Group Meetings Theme 

15th April 2010 Introduction to the project 

27th May 2010 Issues Document and plan for consultation 

15th July 2010 Housing mix and regeneration opportunities 

9th September 2010 Transport and traffic issues 

 
Permanent display boards have been put in place at three locations within the area; at Barton 
Neighbourhood Centre, the Roundabout Children’s Centre, and at Northway Community 
Centre.  These provide updates on the project including timelines and contact details for more 
information. 
 
Regular update reports on the project have been taken to North East Area Committee 
throughout the project.  This provides an opportunity to report on progress to local elected 
members (City Council, County Council and Parish Council) and also to the wider community 
through this public forum.  Update reports have been to the following meetings: 
 

North East Area Committee Meetings 

15th December 2009 

20th April 2010 

15th June 2010 
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In addition, the City Council has carried out a series of meetings with key partners and 
stakeholders in order to fully understand the needs and aspirations of those 
partners/stakeholders and to inform preparation of the AAP.  A list of these stakeholders 
meetings is shown below.  
 

Stakeholder meetings regarding the Area Action Plan Date 

Scottish and Southern Energy 27th April 2009 

County: Transport 28th  April 2009  

Planning Aid 19th May 2009 

Play Barton 9th June 2009 

Planning Aid 11th June 2009 

Scottish and Southern Energy 25th June 2009 

County: Transport 24th July 2009 

County: Transport 14th October 2009 

Barton and Northway Community Associations 21st November 2009 

Oxford Strategic Partnership 24th November 2009   

County: Transport 1st December 2009 

Oxford Strategic Partnership 28th January 2010 

County: Transport 29th January 2010 

County: Education 2nd February 2010 

John Radcliffe Hospital Trust 3rd February 2010 

Oxford City Primary Care Trust 3rd February 2010 

County: Ecology 5th February 2010 

Oxford Brookes University 10th February 2010 

South Oxfordshire District Council: Planning 11th February 2010 

County: Rights of Way 11th February 2010 

Headington Action 24th February 2010 

Ruskin College 4th March 2010 

Thames Valley Police 9th March 2010 

Oxford Strategic Partnership 31st March 2010 

Old Marston Parish Council 1st May 2010 

Ruskin College 19th May 2010 

County: Drainage 20th May 2010 

County: Transport 11th June 2010 

Friends of Old Headington 30th June 2010 

County: Education 12th July 2010 
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3. RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION 
 
N.B. - Responses are summarised in this report in order to analyse and present the results.       
 
 
3.1 Responses to the summary questionnaire 
 
In total 164 summary questionnaires were received. 28 were submitted anonymously, and 
several respondents requested not to be entered into the prize draw, so 136 names were 
entered into the prize draw and two winners were selected at random. 
 
Approximately 80 respondents declared the wish to be notified of the next stages of the AAP 
production and as such will be added to the database of consultees.  The rest of the 
respondents do not wish to be contacted or did not reply to the question. 
 
 
3.2 Overview of results from the summary questionnaire  
 
Q1a – Do you agree with the vision? Yes / No.  
 
 
Option  

 
Number of respondents 

 
Percentage (based on 140 respondents answering 
question) 
 

Yes 77 55 
No 63 45 

 

Question 1: Do you agree with the vision? (based on 140 
responses)
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Q1b – How would you amend it? 
 
A wide variety of responses were received for this open question.   85 respondents suggested 
amendments to the vision.  Around 20 respondents used section Q1b to express their view 
that the development should not take place.    
 
The amendments which were suggested most frequently were:  
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• specific mention should be made of retaining allotments (8 respondents) 
• traffic concerns (7 respondents) should be addressed, with a number of respondents 

stating that there should be more consideration of access onto the A40 within the 
vision  

• The vision should be for a smaller scale development ( 6 respondents).    
• The Vision should be more detailed (4 respondents) 
• there should be mention of secondary school provision within the Vision (3 

respondents)  
 

For more details of responses see Appendix 1. 
 
 
Q2a – Do you think the objectives are appropriate? Yes / No.  
 
 
 
Option  

 
Number of respondents  

 
Percentage (based on 142 people answering question) 

Yes 90 63 
No  52 37 

 
 

Question 2: Do you think the objectives are appropriate 
(based on 142 responses)
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A greater number of respondents (90, or 63% of those who answered the question) expressed 
support for the objectives than the number (77, or 55%) who expressed support for the vision.  
 
Q2b – How would you improve them? 
 
70 people made suggestions for improving the objectives; the most common general 
suggestions were that the objectives should be clearer or more “realistic” (7 respondents).  
Other respondents suggested that the objectives should include less “corporate speak” or 
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fewer technical terms (3 respondents).  A number of respondents (17) expressed the view that 
the development should not take place.  
 
The specific issue that most respondents seemed concerned with seemed to be that of traffic, 
with seven respondents stating their concern as to the traffic implications of the development.  
The next most frequently occurring suggestions were: 

• low-carbon objectives should be stronger (3 respondents) 
• there should be no connection between Barton and Northway (3 respondents) 
• housing should be affordable (3 respondents) 
• effects on neighbouring areas should be given more consideration (3 respondents) 
• greater consideration should be given to local biodiversity, to soils and to the historic 

environment (3 respondents) 
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 1. 
 
 
Q3 – Which areas do you think should be included in the AAP? (Tick all that apply) 
 
 
Area 

 
Count (number of 
respondents selecting 
each option) 
 

 
Percentage (based on 
165 questionnaire 
responses received) 

 
Rank  

Development site 87 53 2 

Barton 105 64 1 

Northway 75 46 3 

Old Headington 52 32 5 
Green Road 
Roundabout 65 40 4 

Other (please 
specify) 37 23 6 

 

Question 3: Which areas do you think should be 
included in the AAP? (based on 165 responses)
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164 respondents answered this question where several answers could be selected.  The most 
popular area for inclusion in the AAP was Barton, with 105 respondents or 64% of the total 
number of respondents who submitted a questionnaire.  The least popular of the locations 
was Old Headington, with 52 respondents selecting the area, or around 32% of the total 
number of respondents.    
 
Of the 36 respondents who selected “Other” as a response to Q3, the most common 
responses were: 

• Marsh Lane flyover / Marston exit of the ring road should be included in the AAP (3 
responses).  

• inclusion of Old Marston in the AAP (3 responses) 
• Headington / Headington shops should be included in the AAP (3 responses).  
• A smaller development site should be put forward (2 responses). 

 
 
Q4 – What do you think would be a good name for the new development? 
 
There were a wide variety of suggestions received for the name of the new development.   95 
respondents answered this question.    

• Variations on Barton, such as Upper Barton and Barton Meadows (33 respondents) 
• Variations on Bayswater, including Bayswater Village and Bayswater Park (15 

respondents) 
• Variations on Elsfield (4 respondents) 
• Suggestion that the development should include the name Headington (3 respondents)  

 
Those names suggested by more than one respondent are shown in the table below: 
 
 
 
Name  

 
Frequency (number of respondents 
suggesting the name) 
 

New Barton 11 
Bayswater 6 
Barton 4 
Barton Park 3 
Upper Barton 3 
Bayswater Brook 3 
Headington North / North Headington 2 
Bartway / Bartway Estate 2 
Radcliffe 2 
 
Three residents expressed the view that the development should definitely not be called 
Barton.   Other suggestions included:  

• naming the development after local field or farm names 
• naming the development after a local or national hero or historical figure 
• including the new development in existing communities, and not giving it a name of its 

own  
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Q5 – What type of housing do you think would be helpful? (Tick all that apply) 
 
 
Option 

 
Count (number of 
respondents 
selecting each 
option) 
 

 
Percentage (based on 
164 responses received) 

 
Rank 

Family houses 108 65.9 1 
Flats 57 34.8 5 
Affordable housing 101 61.6 2 
Market housing 44 26.8 6 
Key worker housing 69 42.1 4 
Housing for older people 82 50.0 3 
Other (please specify) 40 24.4 7 

 

Question 5: What types of housing do you think would be helpful? 
(based on 165 responses)
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165 respondents answered this question.  The most frequently chosen option was the 
provision of family houses, with 108 respondents selecting this option or 65.9% of those 
people returning a questionnaire.  Affordable housing was a close second, with 101 
respondents.  The least popular of the options included in the questionnaire was market 
housing, with only 44 respondents selecting the option.  Flats were another less popular 
option, with 57 respondents selecting the option.  
 
40 respondents suggested that “Other” forms of housing should be provided.   The most 
frequently stated views were, in approximate order of frequency:  

• Larger family housing (4 bedroom + dwellings) should be provided 
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• Affordable housing should be provided by the Council, and not by Registered Social 
Landlords. 

• Social housing should be for local people 
• Private rented sector housing should not be provided.    
• Some form of co-operative / Community land trust should be established for housing 

provision 
 
 
Q6 – What community facilities would benefit both new and existing residents? (Tick all that 
apply) 
 
 
Option 

 
Count (number of 
respondents 
selecting each 
option) 
 

 
Percentage (based on 
164 responses 
received) 

 
Rank 

Primary school 98 59.8 3 
Community centre 85 51.8 5 
Health services 95 57.9 4 
Leisure/play facilities 99 60.4 2 
Local shop/s 106 64.6 1 
Pub 70 42.7 6 
Other (please specify) 59 36.0 7 

 

Question 6: What community facilities would benefit both new and 
existing residents? (based on 165 respondents)
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165 respondents answered this question; the facility/facilities suggested by most respondents 
were local shops, followed by leisure/play facilities and a primary school, then health services.    
 
59 respondents identified a range of other community facilities that they felt would be 
beneficial.  The most frequently occurring suggestions were: 

• Church or multi-faith centre  
• Nature trail / nature conservation area / woodland trail areas  
• Allotments 
• Post office  
• Sports centre / sports ground 
• Library 

 
Other suggestions included a pharmacy, a supermarket, and a swimming pool.  A number of 
respondents also expressed the view that a pub would not be appropriate for the new 
development.  
 
 
Q7 – What opportunities for improvements are there in the neighbouring communities? 
 
110 respondents answered this open question.   Many respondents suggested more than one 
potential improvement.  The most frequent responses were: 

• Better public transport links (18 responses) 
• Opposition to the development (14 responses) 
• Improvements to local shops (11 responses), with several respondents identifying a 

perceived need for a supermarket within the development or for cheaper shops 
 
The table below shows suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent:   
 
 
Question 7 responses: Suggestion for opportunity for improvement in 
neighbouring community 
 

 
Number of 
respondents 

better public transport links 18
opposition to development / no improvements foreseen 14
improvement to local shops  (e.g. more choice, make cheaper, major 
national chain) 11
schools and classes for pre-school children 5
more facilities for elderly and disabled 5
possibility of more employment 4
improve road links  4
more youth facilities 4
improvements to built environment 4
another school 3
more trees and greenery 3
playing fields 3
swimming pool 3
improve pre-fabricated housing in Barton 3
better community facilities 3
concern over adverse effects of development 2
reduction in noise 2
social opportunities 2
Provision of non pre-fabricated houses in Barton 2
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training opportunities 2
more allotments / local food production 2
traffic control 2
additional facilities in neighbouring estates 2
more play facilities 2
crackdown on private landlords who neglect properties 2
cycle link to Headington 2
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 1. 
 
 
Q8 – What do you think would make the new development a desirable place to live? 
 
130 respondents answered this open question.  Many respondents put forward several 
changes or improvements that would make the new development a desirable place to live, but 
the most frequent suggestions were:  

• green spaces / woodland / open spaces should be provided (28 responses) 
• better transport / linkages to other communities should be provided (25 responses) 
• varied housing / a mixture of housing / a balanced community (13 responses) 
• 11 respondents opposed the development, and 5 respondents suggested that a 

smaller scale development should be provided.  
• community facilities such as additional community centre, Co-op store (12 responses) 

 
The table below shows suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent: 
 
 
Question 8 responses: Suggestion for change or improvement that would 
make the new development a desirable place to live 
 

 
Number of 
respondents 
 

green space / woodland 28
better transport / linkages to other communities 25
varied housing / balanced community 13
good community facilities  12
Opposition to development  11
low crime / safer 9
houses spaced out / low density / low rise 7
different architectural styles / good design 6
good shops 5
A smaller scale development  5
Nothing   4
high quality housing 4
police presence 4
good schools 3
decent space standards in homes / houses with gardens 3
access to JR 3
access to countryside 3
less noise / quiet to live 3
GP surgery with dental and/or other (e.g. scanning) facilities 3
affordable housing 3
community involvement in planning  2
pubs 2
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cycle routes 2
cul-de-sacs 2
bars and restaurants 2
underground car parks / spacious basements 2
homes with high environmental standards 2
parking 2
leave allotments as they are 2
neighbourliness 2
car free 2
as suggested in the Vision 2
green separation by footpath 2
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 1. 
 
 
Q9 – What transport improvements do you think would help make the new development work? 
 
141 respondents answered this open question – the highest response rate to the open 
questions 7-10.  The most frequent suggestions were: 

• Improve bus services (45 respondents; 30 respondents suggesting generalised 
improvements to bus services and 15 respondents suggesting improvements to 
specific routes) 

• Improve access to A40 (16 respondents) 
• Address congestion at Green Road roundabout (10 respondents) 
• 9 respondents stated that the new development would worsen traffic, and four 

respondents stated their opposition to the development  
 
The table below shows suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent: 
 
 
Question 9 responses: transport improvement to make the new development 
work 
 

 
Number of 
respondents

bus services – general 30
access to A40 / new junction on A40  16
bus services – specific route 15
address congestion at Green Road roundabout 10
road link to JR (either across A40 or from A40) 9
New development will worsen traffic  9
cycle pathway – general  8
Better access – no specific measures identified 7
traffic lights at Bayswater Road entry to Green Road roundabout 5
no suggestions  5
Development should not go ahead 4
improve access to the area with new roads – general 4
bus bridge to Northway 4
no more buses / too many buses already 4
parking 3
problems with all traffic needing to go through Green Road roundabout 3
park and ride facility 3
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direct access to and from Northway – all modes 3
there should be no bridge to Northway 2
address/redesign Marsh Lane roundabout 2
access from North of site  2
tram 2
speed humps / enforce speed limits 2
tunnel beneath A40 2
flyover over ring road 2
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 1. 
 
 
Q10 – Do you have any other comments? 
 
124 respondents answered this open question.   There were a wide range of responses, with 
several respondents raising a number of issues in their responses.   13 respondents 
commented that the development should not be built (or should be built elsewhere).   There 
were a variety of reasons for not wanting the development to proceed, such as: 

• Damage to the setting of Oxford 
• Loss of green fields  
• The A40 being a hazard for children 
• Concern as to how the development could be funded. 

 
Other than this, the most frequently occurring views largely reflected results from earlier 
questions in the Summary Questionnaire, with concerns over traffic, green/open space, and 
biodiversity prominent: 

• Concerns over traffic congestion (9 respondents) 
• The allotments should be preserved  (5 respondents)  
• More transport links were supported by some (4 respondents), with an additional 4 

respondents identifying the need for a junction onto the A40  
• The density of development should not be too high (4 respondents) 

 
The table below lists all issues where more than one respondent commented in order of 
frequency: 
 
 
Question 10 response: Do you have any other comments?   
 

Number of 
respondents 

Opposition to development  13
concern as to traffic congestion  9
preserve allotments  5
need for transport links  4
access onto bypass not just through Barton 4
the density of the new development should not be too high 4
ensure balanced community with not much affordable housing 3
concerns about biodiversity 3
oppose bridge to Northway  3
concern as to traffic on Green Road roundabout  2
houses should be for UK citizens / local people 2
Greater Leys – lacks sense of community 2
How will the development be paid for? 2
A green / eco- village that performs well against environmental criteria 2
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open space should be provided 2
provide affordable housing / ensure affordable housing can’t be sold at 
a profit 2
wildlife report inaccurate 2
AAP and development needs to be carefully managed / thought through 2
concern as to impact on existing communities 2
no subletting / limit private landlords 2
provide jobs for local people 2

 
For more details of responses see Appendix 1. 
 
 
3.3. Responses to the stakeholder’s questionnaire / letters 
 
52 responses were received to the detailed questionnaire that formed part of the Issues 
document.  The questionnaire was sent out to national and local stakeholders and was also 
available for members of the public to respond to online.  A number of letters were received 
from stakeholders and members of the public, comments from these letters have been 
included in this section alongside the questionnaire responses (where comments did not 
relate to a question posed they have been included under question 17: “do you have any other 
comments?”).   
 
Many of the key stakeholders such as the government agencies responded in detail to the 
consultation.  For example responses were received from: Oxfordshire County Council, 
Environment Agency, Natural England, Thames Water, Scottish and Southern Energy.  Whilst 
some of these stakeholders had suggestions for further work and questions of detail it is 
helpful to note that none of these bodies raised significant concerns over the project; this to no 
small extent reflects their previous involvement in the Core Strategy that identified the Barton 
site as a Strategic Site. 
  
 
3.4 Overview of results from the stakeholders’ questionnaire / letters 
  
Q1 – Which areas do you think should be included in the AAP? 
 
31 respondents put forward a number of views with regard to the inclusion of different 
geographical areas within the Area Action Plan.  In terms of specific areas, seven respondents 
felt that all five of the areas identified in the Issues Document should be included (i.e. Barton, 
Northway, Old Headington, Green Road Roundabout and the Development Site itself.)   Three 
respondents put forward the view that the allotments should not be included within the Area 
Action Plan.    
 
 
Q2 – What do you think would be a good name for the new development? 
 
This question was answered 23 times.  7 respondents suggested that this wasn’t important or 
that it was too early to decide. 
 
The responses to this question broadly reflected the suggestions received in the summary 
questionnaire, with the most frequent suggestions being variations on “Barton” (10 
respondents).   The most frequent individual suggestions were: 

• Bayswater (2 responses) 
• Greater Barton (2 responses) 
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Q3a – Do you agree with this vision?  
 
Option Count Percentage 
Yes 14 50%  
No 14 50%  

 
The level of agreement with the vision in the stakeholder questionnaire results was, at 50%, 
slightly lower than in the summary questionnaire results, where 55% of responses were in 
agreement with the vision.     
 
 
Q3b – How would you amend it? 
 
24 respondents answered Question 3b; the following points or suggestions were among those 
made by more than one respondent: 

• Traffic issues should be addressed (3 responses) 
• Focus should be on the regeneration of existing estates (2 responses) 
• There is a need for greater realism (2 responses) 

Other issues that respondents identified were a need for the Vision to more fully consider the 
AAP’s potential health impacts and benefits, and the extent to which providing such a high 
level of affordable housing would lead to a socially balanced community.   
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
Q4a – Do you think these objectives are appropriate?  
 
Option Count Percentage 
Yes 17 65%  
No 9 35%  

 
As with the results of the summary questionnaire, a greater proportion of the respondents 
were broadly in agreement with the objectives that were put forward for the site than were in 
agreement with the vision.   
 
65% of respondents felt that the objectives were appropriate, relative to 64% of the 
respondents to the summary questionnaire.   
    
 
Q4b – How would you improve them? 
 
16 respondents answered this question.  The suggestions for improvements to the objectives 
were varied, but some of the views that were expressed more than once were:  

• Green infrastructure and biodiversity considerations should be taken into account more 
fully (3 responses) 

• More emphasis should be put on the need for transport improvements (3 responses) 
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
Q5 – Have the key issues been identified under Objective 1? 
 
Option Count Percentage  
Yes 4 33%  
No 8 67%  
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67% of respondents felt that the key issues had not been identified under Objective 1.  This 
was a low level of agreement relative to the other objectives although the number of 
responses to this question in total was also low.  The many responses to question 5b, 6 and 7 
may help to explain low level of agreement. 
 

Stakeholder questionnaire: Yes/No questions - percentage of respondents
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As the summary chart above shows, views as to whether the key issues had been identified 
with respect to each of the objectives varied.   
 
 
Q5b: What would you amend / add?  
 
22 respondents answered this question.   The views expressed most frequently were that 
certain facilities should be provided, such as a church, theatre, sports facilities or a playing 
field for a new primary school.   

• A balanced approach to housing provision was viewed as being important by several 
respondents either that a mixture of housing should be provided, with an appropriate 
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level of social housing, or that the new development should house people from a wide 
variety of backgrounds and/or occupations (4 responses) 

• In addition, several respondents felt that more transport links needed to be identified (3 
responses) 

• Other respondents emphasised the importance of creating a sense of place, of 
preserving the allotments, and ensuring that community safety was provided for (2 
responses) 

 
 
Q6 – What types of housing do you think would be helpful? 
 
30 respondents answered this question.  The most frequent response (8 respondents) for this 
question was to provide a mixture of housing, comprising elements of market and affordable, 
houses and flats. 
 
Other frequent responses to this question were as follows: 

• Family housing (5 responses) 
• Housing for elderly people (3 responses) 
• Key Worker housing (2 responses) 

 
The provision of affordable housing attracted a range of views.  Whilst several respondents 
agreed that the 50% target was desirable, others felt that the proportion of affordable housing 
on the site should be lower than this.   
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
Q7 – What community facilities would benefit both new and existing residents? 
 
29 respondents answered question 7 this was the same question as question 6 of the 
summary questionnaire, and produced broadly similar results.  The most frequent suggested 
community facilities put forward and views expressed were as follows, in approximate order of 
frequency:  

• School / education (12 responses) 
• Open space / sports facilities (9 responses) 
• Shops (7 responses) 
• Health facilities (5 responses) 
• Pub (4 responses) 
• Community centre (3 responses) 

 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
Q8 – Have the key issues been identified – Objective 2? (Facilitate regeneration of 
neighbouring estates) 
 
Option Count  Percentage  
Yes 16 62%  
No 10 38%  

 
The majority of respondents agreed that the key issues had been identified with respect to 
Objective 2.   
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Q8b – What would you amend / add?  
 
10 respondents answered this question.   Several respondents used this section to agree with 
the objective and the issues identified, particularly in terms of achieving better integration with 
the rest of the city.  The following suggestions for amendments or additions were put forward: 

• Social issues and safety considerations should be mentioned (3 responses) 
• Integration between the new community and existing communities is vital (2 

responses) 
 
 
Q9 – What opportunities for improvements are there in the neighbouring communities? 
 
This question was answered by 26 respondents.  Whilst a wide range of themes emerged, the 
following opportunities for improvements were identified most frequently:  

• Improvements to traffic problems and new links to be created (8 responses) 
• Improvements leisure and recreation facilities (5 responses) 
• Integration between the communities and pride in the community (4 responses) 
• Better community facilities (4 responses) 

 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
Q10 – Have the key issues been identified under Objective 3? (Improve accessibility and 
integration)  
 
Option Results Percentage  
Yes 15 60%  
No 10 40%  

 
The majority of respondents agreed that the key issues had been identified with respect to 
Objective 3.   
 
 
Q10b – What would you amend / add?  
 
18 respondents answered this question.  The views expressed most frequently were as 
follows: 

• generally, there needed to be better access (7 responses) 
• there should be clearer prioritisation of non-car modes in the document (4 responses) 
• existing traffic problems had not been highlighted sufficiently (2 responses) 
• as well as any lack of physical linkages, perceptions of the isolation of Barton needed 

to be addressed (2 responses) 
• bus access should run through Northway (2 responses) 

 
 
Q11 – How do you think we can balance the desire to integrate the new development with the 
wider city with the need to minimise impact on existing residents? 
  
There were 27 responses to this question.  The responses suggested a high level of support 
for better transport links to and from the site, but a high level of concern at a possible increase 
in road traffic caused by the development.  Almost all respondents focussed on the transport 
and traffic aspects of this question.  The views expressed most frequently were as follows: 

• Access onto the A40 was crucial to achieving integration (6 responses) 
• There needed to be links across the A40 (3 responses; with two respondents 

suggesting that the link should be for cars as well as for cycle and public transport)   
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Other respondents felt that this could not be achieved and that smaller development should be 
planned. 
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
  
 
Q12 – Do you have any suggestions of how access to the development site can be achieved 
for different travel modes (e.g. foot, cycle, bus, car)?
 
There were 31 responses to this question.  The most frequent responses were: 

• That linkages over the A40 need to be provided, with most respondents expressing a 
preference for pedestrian / cycle link / bus link (9 responses).   

• Provision of access onto A40 from the new development was viewed as being 
essential by a number of respondents (8 responses) Several respondents suggested 
that, in addition to a link across the A40, a direct link to the John Radcliffe Hospital 
needed to be provided 

• Several respondents supported the provision of a footpath across the A40 linking the 
new development with Headington (3 responses) 

 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
    
 
Q13 – Have the key issues been identified under Objective 4? (Encourage a low carbon 
lifestyle_) 
 
Option Results Percentage  
Yes 18 72%  
No 7 28%  

 
A clear majority of respondents agreed that the key issues had been identified under 
Objective 4.   
 
 
Q13b – What would you amend / add?  
 
13 respondents answered this question.  Responses were generally supportive of the 
objective; however, the following issues were raised:  

• Options for providing a single energy source for the development should be 
considered carefully in relation to the feasibility, likely benefits and likely costs 

• several respondents commented that the development could never be truly low 
carbon 

• need to ensure that energy and water efficiency are built into the development in case 
residents don’t adopt a low carbon lifestyle 

• the need to travel should be considered in this objective 
 
 

Q14 – Do you have any ideas for how we can encourage new and existing residents to live 
low-carbon lifestyles?  
 
25 respondents answered this question.  The responses reflected the strategies and 
measures put forward in the Issues Document.  The views that were most frequently put 
forward were: 

• housing should be built to high environmental standards including insulation, energy 
and water efficiency measures and renewable energy (5 responses) 
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• recycling and waste management need to be actively encouraged in the community (4 
responses) 

• Provision of good quality facilities to encourage cycling and walking (5 responses) 
• Provision of good quality local facilities to reduce the need to travel (4 responses) 
• Improvements to the public transport network including ticket prices (3 responses) 

 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
Q15 – Have the key issues been identified under Objective 5? (Introduce Design that is 
responsive & innovative)  
 
Option Results Percentage  
Yes 18 69%  
No 8 31%  

 
A clear majority of respondents agreed that the key issues had been identified under 
Objective 5.   
 
 
Q15b – What would you amend / add?  
 
This question was answered 10 times.  Suggestions were as follows, in approximate order of 
frequency: 

• there was support for the identification and promotion of green areas within the 
development, but suggestions that there could be a new objective for green 
infrastructure and there should be recognition of the adjacent Green Belt (4 
responses) 

• more consideration should be given to biodiversity, both in terms of retention, 
conservation and enhancement of sensitive ecological and landscape features within 
the site and a new assessment for potential presence of bats and water voles (2 
responses) 

 
 
Q16 – What design features do you think would make the new development a desirable place 
to live?  
 
31 respondents answered this question.  The views that were put forward most frequently 
were:  

• the development should have green spaces / green corridors / attractive landscaping / 
allotments (15 responses) 

• don’t focus on high density or provision of as many houses as possible and allow for 
appropriate amenity space (6 responses) 

• design to mitigate constraints of A40 noise and flooding (5 responses) 
• habitat creation and enhancement of biodiversity (4 responses) 
• provision of off-street parking and areas free from traffic (4 responses) 

 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 

 
 

Q17 – Do you have any other comments? 
 
34 respondents answered this question.  There were a wide range of views submitted.  The 
views that were submitted most frequently were: 
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• several respondents used this opportunity to question the basis for the development 
whether in terms of need or in terms of location (8 responses) 

• There should be more focus on biodiversity and there is a need for further surveys (8 
responses) 

 
Other than biodiversity considerations and a degree of opposition to the development, there 
were no clear themes that arose in response to Question 17. Other respondents put forward 
views such as:  

• Allotments and recreation ground should be protected  
• Need to consider the relationship with the electricity substation  
• A small business park should be provided within the development and/or that local 

employment needs should be provided for.    
• Concern over any additional congestion at the Green Road roundabout and potential 

additional rat-running on B-roads near Elsfield and Wood Eaton  
• Extra care housing should be provided 
• Impact on character of Old Headington and facilities in Headington need to be carefully 

considered and the potential use of the Ruskin College land as a link  
 
For more details of responses see Appendix 2. 
 
 
3.5 Attendance at the drop-in sessions 
 
As explained in Section 2.2 a series of 5 drop-in sessions were held through the consultation 
period to provide an opportunity for members of the public to speak to officers involved in the 
project and ask questions: 

• Barton Bash (Saturday 12th June, 12.00-5.00)  
• Barton Neighbourhood Centre (Tuesday 15th June, 1.00-4.00)  
• Northway Community Centre (Thursday 1st July, 3.00-7.00)  
• Mortimer Hall (Tuesday 6th July, 3.30-7.00) 
• Headington Baptist Church (Thursday 8th July, 3.00-7.00) 

 
Attendance at the drop-in sessions varied significantly, with attendance increasing as the 
consultation period progressed.  This was in no small part due to increased press coverage 
over the period.  In all around a 100 people attended the sessions excluding the Barton Bash 
where many hundred people were in attendance at the day’s activities. 
 
 
3.6 Overview of comments made at the drop-in sessions 
 
The following section comprises a summary of the main themes of the comments made at 
each of the drop-in sessions.  This is included to give a flavour of the sessions and to ensure 
that comments made by those attending are not lost if they did not also complete a 
questionnaire (although this was encouraged). 
 
Barton Bash  

• Concern over the protection of the allotments 
• The likely impact of construction vehicles through Barton whilst the site is developed 

out, especially along North Way in Barton, and Barton Village Road. Concern over 
vibrations 

• Concern of more buses coming through the estate, it is already well served 
• Priority should be given to local people for any new housing 
• There needs to be access to the new development off of the A40, so that Barton 

doesn’t suffer with inevitable traffic increases 
• Local people need to be kept informed, as the project moves on 
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• A community farm was put forward as a possible community use within the 
development 

• More shops (more affordable shopping) 
• A GP surgery would be needed (existing Barton facilities would not be able to cope) 

 
Barton Neighbourhood Centre 

• The need for safe play spaces, especially for small children. The focus seems to be on 
older kids i.e. Play Barton 

• Considering current economic climate, is this the right time to be progressing with this 
site? 

• Concern over the loss of green space, impact on the countryside, these need to be 
dealt with sensitively 

• The new development should be named after somebody local 
• Concern over traffic implications 
• Infrastructure concerns, e.g. overloading of existing sewerage system 

 
Northway Community Centre 

• Northway needs more of its own facilities, not shared ones; there are very few facilities 
to serve existing residents 

• Not enough consultation has taken place, people not aware that the development site 
was identified within the Core Strategy 

• Concern about any physical connection between Northway and the Barton estate due 
to potential antisocial behaviour and traffic problems 

• Northway is already a nice community it wouldn’t benefit from being linked to Barton 
and the new development 

• Too much affordable housing is proposed this would create a ghetto which would 
perpetuate poor life chances, it would be better to introduce more market housing to 
raise expectations 

 
Mortimer Hall, Old Marston 

• Traffic congestion concerns, and the potential for the new development to lead to 
increased “rat-running” through Old Marston 

• Flooding, and bogginess of ground towards the western end of the development site 
• Concerns over potential increases in crime  
• Concerns over the extent to which the new development would be a balanced 

community 
• Recent loss and current lack of community facilities in the locality 
• Infilling development on Barton in recent years has caused problems 
• There are parking problems on Northway due to the John Radcliffe Hospital 
• Smaller developments dotted around the city would be preferable to one large 

development 
• Existing properties are being devalued by these plans 
• There has been a lack of publicity for the consultation process, it would have been 

better to knock on people’s doors individually 
  
Headington Baptist Church  

• Concern over increased traffic along the A40, creating more problems particularly at 
peak times 

• Increased traffic through the Barton estate, this needs to be carefully considered, and 
avoided 

• Concern over a footpath crossing the A40 and connecting to Stoke Place, the increase 
in people passing by is not welcomed by some, however:  

• Support for the new footpath connecting Stoke Place 
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• More market housing is needed on this development. 50% affordable housing would 
have a negative impact on the improving existing Barton estate. There is a feeling that 
any further improvements would be hampered.   

• Questions as to how affordable housing would be allocated 
• Concern over wildlife, particularly bats, snakes, deer, which have been observed in the 

area 
• Keep allotments and Barton Recreation Ground in current positions and develop on 

the other side of these. Keep a green wedge between what is existing and what is 
proposed. 

• Concerns as to impacts of construction noise and construction traffic from people living 
very close to the recreation grounds and allotments, for example from people living in 
Hengrove Close 

• The impact of new development on the Old Headington Conservation Area 
 
Below – photos from Headington Baptist Church drop-in session, 8th July 2010:  
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APPENDIX 1 – DETAILS OF RESPONSES MADE TO THE SUMMARY QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
Q1b – How would you amend the Vision? 
  
The views put forward in response to this question were as follows, in order of the frequency: 
 

Suggestions for Question 1b – How would you improve the Vision? Count 
Do not develop site  21 
Develop elsewhere 9 
Reference the allotments  8 
Address traffic concerns  7 
Needs greater realism 6 
Build on a smaller scale  6 
Needs greater detail  4 
Will be difficult to realise 3 
Reference secondary school provision 3 
Reference provision of community facilities  2 
Other 2 
Density is too high 1 
Include Grade F council tax band of properties 1 
Concern over pressure on Barton 1 
Delay the project 1 
Make it more sustainable / car free 1 
There are enough buildings in the UK 1 
Include a new footbridge over bypass 1 
Don’t build at back of Hengrove Close 1 
 
 
Q2b – How would you improve the Objectives? 
 
The views put forward in response to this question were as follows, in order of the frequency: 
 

Suggestions for Question 2b – How would you improve the Objectives?  Count 
Do not develop site 17
Address traffic concerns 7
More clarity / less vagueness 6
Stronger low-carbon objective 3
Less “corporate speak” 3
Don’t connect Barton and Northway  3
Must be affordable 3
Consider effects on neighbouring areas 3
Discourage car use and through traffic / people-friendly streets  2
More consideration of biodiversity, soils, historic environment  2
More detail as to public transport / access to development  2
Ensure that new access is not through Barton 2
Objectives are not appropriate for Northway  2
Disagree – no further suggestions 2
Contradiction between improving accessibility and low carbon 2
Provide a road out to Marston flyover 2
Use money for regeneration instead 2
Proceed more slowly with the development 1
Provide a mix of properties  1
Be more “realistic” 1
Too much affordable housing – amend to a lower percentage 1
Change emphasis to “practicality over aesthetics” 1
Social equity impacts of low carbon development  1
Protect allotments  1
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Would like to know cost implications to the tax payer 1
Should provide home base for workers along the M40 corridor 1
Objective relating specifically to the preservation and enhancement of Old 
Headington Conservation Area should be included 1
 
 
Q7 – What opportunities for improvements are there in the neighbouring communities? 
 
The suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent are summarised in the 
main body of this report.   The table below provides a summary of suggestions put forward by 
all other respondents.    
 
Suggestions for Question 7 – What opportunities for improvements are there in the 
neighbouring communities? 
Road link from Bypass to JR 
secondary schools 
library 
links to new development 
credit unions 
job centre 
more policing 
reduction in crime 
add pub to Barton 
golf course 
bowling green 
food market  
health facilities 
better demographic mix 
homes 
not applicable as its solely a Barton Project 
facilities for all ages and disabled 
more space at Park and Ride 
Working with existing projects, including the churches.  
More clean-up days – free skips.  
Good available housing for all generations..  
Provide more activities for people of all ages 
Road system in Barton - roads too narrow for two way traffic.  
Anti-social behaviour is a problem in Barton - could increase with more residents. 
None if it means combining with the site because costs will be more than benefits.  
Few problematic families are still ruining the life of hundreds of normal people and families. Council 
housing should be cut from developing area completely.  
Better locks. Private security firm. More cameras. High security fence.  

  
 
Q8 – What do you think would make the new development a desirable place to live? 
  
The suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent are summarised in the 
main body of this report.   The table below provides a summary of suggestions put forward by 
all other respondents.    
 
Suggestions for Question 8 – What do you think would make the new development a desirable 
place to live?  
car-free 
Provide a lake 
social Initiatives (such as Sure Start) 
wildlife area 
views 
access to Northern ring road 
community farm / orchard 
community centres 
play spaces 
reduce A40 speed limit 
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Suggestions for Question 8 – What do you think would make the new development a desirable 
place to live?  
move Council accommodation 
cheaper bus services 
swimming pool / spa / gym 
playgroups 
green separation 
post office 
space for older children 
allotments 
field drainage 
Where you want to be and where you are able to stay and no one making money from you for their own 
gains. 
play areas 
not student rentals 
renewable energy 
local food production 
speed limits 
no cul-de-sacs / design for security 
leave playing fields 
support objective 
less traffic on A40 
don't build on flood plain 
road about to Marston flyover 

 
 
Q9 – What transport improvements do you think would help make the new development work? 
 
The suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent are summarised in the 
main body of this report.   The table below provides a summary of suggestions put forward by 
all other respondents.    
 

Suggestions for Question 9 – What transport improvements do you think would help make the new 
development work 
cycle route over A40 
car free development 
cycle pathway - specific route 
more travel choices 
No building behind Ruskin College 
Reduce traffic  
Create access through Marsh Road 
no extra buses on Underhill Circus exit of Green Road Roundabout 
sense of realism as to numbers of people cycling 
Provide links to Headington 
Provide a smaller development 
high density can lead to social problems 
Provide bike racks 
Provide footbridge to Headington 
Consider safety 
Create wide pavements 
Widen the ring road 
wider boundaries to resident parking 
Barton Village Roads are too steep 
access to a motorway 
safe cycle routes 
improve bus fleet 
traffic controls in Old Headington / Marston Village 
car access 
park and allotments to stay as they are 
congestion charge 
footbridge to Headington 
houses with garages and 2 parking spaces each 
improve entire road network prior to making changes 
do not put traffic through Northway 
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Q10 – Do you have any other comments? 
 
The suggestions that were put forward by more than one respondent are summarised in the 
main body of this report.   The following is a summary of the suggestions put forward by all 
other respondents.    
 
Suggestions for Question 10 – Do you have any other comments? 
must be a foot/cycle link across the bypass 
Concern as to impact on property values  
concern as to traffic in Old Headington 
install services beforehand  
provide library 
questionnaire has biased questions 
development will create "ghetto" 
access problems 
Must not be high density, cheap and nasty, dormitory 
Wick Farm is not a caravan site - it is a private mobile home park / estate 
praise for the police force 
lack of consultation 
Oxford needs its "green lungs" 
ensure development is high quality  
Why is development needed? 
Where does it fit with Council sustainability objectives? 
Where will environmental impacts of development be offset? 
traffic lights needed Barton arm of Green Road roundabout 
Ensure that development is well lit 
no pub should be provided 
This is previous Green Belt land downgraded by City Council 
The Issues document does not confront basic issues 
great idea - opportunity to invest in area that has good accessibility to London 
Think of this as serving the M40 corridor not just Oxford 
ensure that the design enables people to meet each other 
What is an AAP?  
Council should compulsorily purchase properties to make more land available 
not modern open plan buildings 
include a market garden 
difficulties in integrating the development 
possible bus bridge to Northway 
no feeder road from Harolde Close should be provided 
ensure Barton's problems do not spread to site  
Do not use Northway to solve traffic problems  
spend money on existing communities 
Ensure that there are not windy streets 
leave Wick Farm alone 
ensure benefits do not end up in hands of property developers 
The wording of questionnaire could be improved 
involve residents in the design process 
introduce major retailers into the site 
Restrict the number of cars per household 
Ensure that there is a well-thought out parking layout 
ensure pleasant place to live 
engage with local residents 
Public meeting ASAP 
Secondary School 
Housing should be based on terraced streets for community cohesion 
transport strategy for the city is needed 
too close to ring road 
disagree with "spin" - provide what area needs 
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APPENDIX 2 – DETAILS OF RESPONSES TO THE STAKEHOLDER QUESTIONNAIRES 
 
 
Q3b – How would you amend the Vision?   
 

Ms Orgée The vision is a good vision - the problem is the premise on which it is based, i.e. that Barton will benefit 
from development. For instance, good homes, community facilities and open spaces are all laudable 
attributes but Barton has these already.  

Ms Ridgway Access on to the A40. The roads through Barton will not cope. Even now there are queues in the 
mornings to get onto the Headington Roundabout.  

Address but no name given This plan seems to have been foisted on the local communities without any consultation first - so much for 
the democratic process. I consider the idea of developing the rural area beyond the outer bypass as 
inappropriate. At a stroke the landscape (possibly the best left on the edge of Oxford) will be blighted. Ten 
small fields of pastureland will be lost forever. They are getting rarer and rarer, yet for all that they typify 
England more than anything else and should be preserved at all costs.  

Ruskin College When discussing the facilities that will complement the surrounding areas of Barton and Northway, Old 
Headington should also be included.  

Ms Arnfinsen Lacks a sentence about providing adequate motorised access (cars and buses) - however many facilities 
are provided locally, it is delusory to believe that the new residents will not have up to two cars per 
household or use them on a daily basis  

Environment Agency We support the emphasis placed on quality and sustainability  
Ms Phillips Need to underline the need to create a healthy community This is emphasising that health and wellbeing 

are the responsibility for all organisations and is not the exclusive domain of the NHS. For example the 
vision should read 'the emphasis is on 'quality, wellbeing and sustainability.'  

Ms Perkins Fewer homes  
Old Marston Parish Council Generally, yes, but more thought and investment needs to go into access in order to prevent more rat 

running and traffic chaos.  
Crest Nicholson The vision should also refer to the links between the city and the wider countryside through the 

development.  
Thames Valley Police It is vitally important to include the community safety and designing out crime agenda into the Barton Area 

Action Plan.  
Placing a ghetto of 50% Social Housing in an isolated area split from Oxford will lead to the worst social 
exclusion in the country. Adding an area of 50% social housing, comprised of the most disadvantaged 
persons to Barton(46% social housing) which is considerably better off, will increase Barton's isolation, 
typecasting it as a ghetto.  

Mr Pitt 

The vision should be for all of Oxford, not just this area  
G.J. Brown and Sons Improve housing standards on existing estates, particularly Barton. Control the proportion of houses with 

multiple occupancy. More smaller developments would be better.  
CPRE Oxfordshire The Oxford City Committee of CPRE Oxfordshire (Campaign to Protect Rural England) supports, in 

principle, the overall vision expressed by Oxford City Council in the Issues Questionnaire and the overall 
objectives set out  

Ms Chesworth In the present economic climate I think the whole plan is much too ambitious.  
Scottish and Southern 

Energy 
Broadly agree. SSE supports in principle the designation of, and ambitions for, the Barton Area to deliver 
a significant number of new homes and related facilities in Oxford. Further, we both appreciate and 
support the Council's approach in references to the sub-station. 

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

We broadly agree with the vision, but suggest that it should be amended to include more mention of green 
infrastructure which will be included in the new development and there should be reference to the good 
links/access provided to the countryside.  

Ms Jenkins I think it marks the end of the Green Belt around Oxford, and is very sad.  
Mr Wood There appear to be adequate unoccupied homes across the City to accommodate all those on the 

housing list. There is no requirement for additional homes in Barton. Space in Barton should be 
redeveloped only to improve amenities for those already living there.  

Oxford Civic Society The vision is very optimistic, but nevertheless should be valid, so long as the project is developed with 
proper consideration of the critical issues. There is some doubt, however, that these have been properly 
recognised, or will be adequately considered.  
Sport England does not disagree with the Vision but recommends that amendments are made to reflect 
the existing role the Barton Recreation Ground plays in the community and requests that a commitment is 
made in the document to improved and expand these facilities to meet the needs of the new residents. 
Sport England wishes to object to the proposed Area Action Plan if the existing sports facilities at Barton 
Recreation Ground are not protected. 

Sport England 

Sport England considers the following (or similar) should be added: “The community’s expanded 
recreation ground will continue to provide the wider community with the opportunity to participate in 
sport.”  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

I would have ensured that such a green development had recognised the potential central role of existing 
facilities like the allotments and built into their planning to ensure they are cleared, developed, and 
available and contribute to an low carbon ethos from the start. Community building, sharing, self 
sufficiency, exercise, health etc are all at the forefront of the allotment movement.  

Headington Action The vision is challenging and our concern is with the delivery of the vision. To provide a development of 
the intended quality will require the application of very considerable technical resources. Does the City 
Council have this level of resource available? 

Ms Hartigan Looking at the aerial view of Oxford city too much development has taken place to the east of the centre. 
The vision should address that imbalance by looking to the west. There is much that LA could do to 
improve the lot of the existing residents of Barton rather than increase the density of the Estate & overload 
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the transport links via Green Rd roundabout. The LA should be committed to fully protecting Oxford's 
green belt & develop suitable areas within the ring road.  

 
 
Q4b – How would you improve the Objectives?  
 

Ms Arnfinsen Promoting a feeling of proud local "belonging" to the new community, balanced with the feeling that it is an 
integrated part of the wider Oxford City community is an important overall objective.  

Ms Phillips The need to embrace the health and wellbeing agenda. Having read the objectives you could include the 
aspect of well being in them all but suggest an additional objective 6 - to improve the health and wellbeing 
of the local communities by ensuring that the impact on health and wellbeing of all decisions is considered 
This includes for example the impact of the built environment on crime, access to health and social 
services, reduction on car dependency, access to green spaces and cycle pathways.  

Old Marston Parish Council Objective 3 needs more consideration. Current proposals not sufficient and will not work.  
Mr Pitt The core objectives should be to breed out poverty, low expectations and social problems and not make 

traffic and emissions worse; balanced communities achieved by rich and poor and max 20% social 
housing.  1000 homes not sustainable with manual workers (who need vans, cant work at home) on  the 
A40 

G.J. Brown and Sons Without greatly improved road links to the city the development is too overwhelming for the area. There is 
no easy access to cinemas, theatres, restaurants and major shopping areas.  

CPRE Oxfordshire The Oxford City Committee of CPRE Oxfordshire (Campaign to Protect Rural England) supports, in 
principle, the overall vision expressed by Oxford City Council in the Issues Questionnaire and the overall 
objectives set out  

Ms Chesworth They are not wrong in themselves, it is just unimaginable that such an expensive project could be funded 
in the present economic situation.  

Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Wildlife Trust 

Thank you for consulting with the Berks, Bucks and Oxon (BBOWT) Wildlife Trust on the Barton Area 
Action Plan Issues Document. In line with guidance in PPS9, any development at Barton should aim to 
maintain and enhance, restore or add to biodiversity and geological conservation interests; I recommend 
that this is included within the objectives of the AAP.  

Scottish and Southern 
Energy 

Broadly agree.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

We would recommend the addition of a new objective; creating an attractive place to live, work, visit and 
spend recreation time. This new objective could include green infrastructure.  

Mr Wood see comments above  
Oxford Civic Society The listed objectives are insufficiently robust; for suggestions for improvements see below. There should 

be an additional objective, as suggested in the foregoing commentary.  
Sport England suggests that these objectives should recognise the role that the existing recreation ground 
plays in the community and confirmation that this will be expanded to meet the needs of the proposed 
community. For example, the following text could be introduced to objective 2: 

Sport England 

“Barton Recreation Ground plays an important role in meeting the sports needs of the local community. 
The expansion of these facilities will help to benefit existing residents as well as meet the needs of the 
new residents.”  

Headington Action  The objectives are mainly Barton focussed. We suggest a further objective - "to make a positive impact on 
the Old Headington Area". The proposed development will increase the demands on the local 
infrastructure in Headington including transport, schools, shops and community facilities in general. There 
should be a comprehensive technical appraisal of the impact of the development on this infrastructure. 
The design should then include measures for the improvement of the infrastructure in accordance with this 
objective 

Ms Hartigan The Oxford community is not balanced as the west is under developed. Headington has 3 large hospital 
sites & Brookes. By allowing these large developments, areas for new housing is now limited in the east. 
Why do you think Northway requires regeneration? Small is ideal. In fact, several small estates across 
Oxford would support your objectives (balance, strength, integration, low carbon, innovative) more than 
isolating residents outside the ring road. And it would be fairer to the wider community.  

 
 
Q5b – How would you amend the issues identified under Objective 1? (Deliver a Strong and 
Balanced Community) 
 

There is no provision for a site for Christian worship in the plan. 
The access roads are too narrow & can't handle the extra traffic. Stowford Road, Fettiplace Road, North 
Way & Barton Village Road would need widening (which would mean demolishing existing housing) or 
new access roads need to be built. 

Mr Myatt 

The Headington roundabout would not be able to handle the extra traffic if it all came onto Bayswater 
Road.  

Ms Orgée Enhance the reputation of Barton. Maintain green spaces.  
access to the estate should not just be though Barton this will have a devastating effect on the community, 
Increased traffic brings pollution, dangers and frustration with traffic jams. 

Ms Ridgway 

'no intention to allow private car travel between the new development and Northway' - will result in traffic 
jams on to the roundabout.  

Ms Hazell Should include people from a variety of backgrounds and occupations  
Natural England Natural England is encouraged to see the provision of open space on the development. We would advise 

that the Accessible Natural Greenspace standards are followed.  
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Ms Priestley Nothing  
Ms Arnfinsen I agree that a good mix of housing to attract and suit a wide range of demographic groups is essential  

Ms Phillips This objective should refer to the 'sense of place' because strong communities are not created by just 
having a mix of residents as currently suggested. It would be helpful to know how the current residents 
define their community and what adjectives they would use to describe their 'sense of place'  

Ms Perkins Sports facilities  
Mr Watkins Create sufficient affordable housing, that does not end up in the hands of private landlords.  

Title - “Deliver a Strong, SAFE and balanced community”. Thames Valley Police 
Within your opening sentence 'The focus of the project, we think it is really important that a strong and 
SAFE community is created.  

Mr Pitt Adding 50% social housing comprised of worst case from register would have a very negative effect on 
existing Barton  

G.J. Brown and Sons The development is too big to integrate with surrounding communities.  
Friends of Old Headington It is clearly desirable to have a good mix of affordable and key worker housing. But it is vital that the 

quality of design and materials is as high as possible. It would be very sad if the buildings of this 
development were described, in future years, in the same unenthusiastic terms that the buildings of 
Barton and Northway have been described in the Scoping Report.  

Ms Kenny I can see no transport links on the plan. Will there be a link to Northway? If so, where? Given the traffic 
currently using Old Headington, I hope a link further towards Northway is all that is planned from one side 
of the ring road to the other.  

Ms Hartigan Deliver a sustainable wider community across Oxford City in order to achieve integration & access.  
Theatres Trust We note that a combined community centre is proposed (page 7) which we hope will also provide an area 

for cultural activities in the form of a performance space which would be useful for large meetings, 
badminton, dance classes etc.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

We agree there is a need for a new primary school to be provided within the new development.  

Ms Jenkins I think it should be a car-free development as you are not providing an access road.  
Oxford Civic Society Delivering a 'strong and balanced community' will require more than getting right the balance of housing 

types, and providing affordable housing and a school  
Sport England This section should also identify that the new primary school will need a new playing field. Additional open 

space provision should also provide outdoor and potentially indoor sports facilities, so that residents have 
the opportunity to participate in sport. This section should also confirm that the existing recreation area on 
the site will be retained.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

The green and low carbon element will be more enhanced by the development of a thriving allotment 
site than many other aspects.  However the allotments will not be enhanced by greater proximity and 
increase in traffic. A balance needs to be struck so that the allotments are considered more as a 
fundamental part of a new neighbourhood as the benefits of local food are indisputable.  

 
 
Q6 – What types of housing do you think would be helpful?   
 

Mr Myatt Family housing & not flats.  
Ms Orgée It is important that any housing is affordable by those on lower incomes. In other areas of Barton new 

property has been bought on a 'buy to let' basis, and much of it is not owned by the occupiers. Given the 
lower numbers of younger adults, provision for first-time buyers (e.g. flats), as well as for families is likely 
to be important.  

Ms Ridgway Mixed houses for all. Families, elderly, single people.  
Ms Hazell Key Worker homes to reduce need for so many hospital staff to have to commute or rent. Shared equity to 

help local people get on the property market. Affordable housing to rent. Some sheltered housing  
Mr Marsden Whilst council housing is important, it should be mixed with a good proportion of private housing. Recent 

redevelopments of old school sites in Barton with private housing has gone a good way to help improving 
the perception of the area.  

Ruskin College It is important that there is a good mix of housing with a high percentage of affordable housing. It could be 
possible to provide additional housing (affordable and private) on other appropriate sites that are located 
close to the Barton AAP area which could be linked appropriately (such as the northern part of the Ruskin 
Fields).  

Ms Priestley Not social housing, a mix of affordable, eco friendly, one, two & three bedroom properties  
I should like to see that the new Barton development really solves the need for sheltered/wardened 
housing for the elderly and that this is not just something that is included as a 'noble intention' in the initial 
planning documents, but is actually never realised in practice. The need for housing and care for the 
elderly and infirm is acute and a new development of this size should also include a nursing home. 

Ms Arnfinsen 

The proposal to build key-worker housing geared to hospital employees is also a very good one, given the 
proximity of the JR and other hospitals in Headington. This should be affordable housing, in keeping with 
the salary levels of the majority of hospital workers.  
Would support the need to include homes that can cater for older people and people with disabilities. Ms Phillips 
Would also support the need for good soundproofing because noise is a factor to promote good 
community relations as well as good mental health.  

Ms Perkins family and affordable and key worker, house - no flats  
Mr Watkins Family sized properties, with sufficient outside areas.  

Ms Argles Houses, Flats (with balconies and of 3 storeys and key pad entry) with lots of trees planted in order to 
keep a feeling of being near countryside and greenness whilst being an exciting urban development. 
Inclusive design housing so that it is suitable for an ageing population who may also have disabilities. 
(sensory, physical, dementia, learning disabilities)  
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This area is at present very isolated from the rest of Oxford and the adjacent area of Barton has a higher 
level of deprivation that most other areas of the city. There is no point developing it if it cannot cater for at 
least 50% social housing as this is the category of housing needed to solve Oxford's housing problems. 
To build without adequate services can only make the situation in the area worse. 

Oxfordshire Green Party 

Housing Mix: We support the Council's proposals for a mix of housing of all types and for all sections of 
the community. We would particularly seek at least 50% of the Housing being Social Housing and see 
considerable and welcome opportunities for Key Worker Housing, the connection to Northway making the 
site so very accessible to the Hospitals and Brookes.  

Old Marston Parish Council Mix of social, family and flats.  
Crest Nicholson Family housing.  

High density key worker and student housing only - allowing Headington and East Oxford to have housing 
for families, possible purchase of above. This will take cars out of the city. These groups have to use non 
car transport due to destinations, and do not travel as much in peak hour 

Mr Pitt 

Social housing is environmentally unfriendly as each household will have a car in the worst transport 
bottleneck in Oxford.  

G.J. Brown and Sons Avoid overcrowding in the area. No flats. Multiple occupancy housing is not good for community spirit.  
CPRE Oxfordshire We recognize that new housing, particularly affordable housing, is needed in the city. If developed 

sensitively this site can make a significant contribution to housing provision, without compromising the 
Green Belt and other areas which require protection.  

Mr Maltby None  
Ms Kenny Mixed  
Ms Brown Family Housing for both small and large families. Flats/apartments for singles and couples. Housing for 

older people, affordable housing especially for local residents.  
Ms Hartigan None in proposed area as it is protected green belt.  

Ms Chesworth (If it does go ahead),a good mix of ages and types of housing  
Scottish and Southern 

Energy 
A range of types and sizes should be provided, which would reflect the market demand and the range of 
affordable tenures needed. The provision of affordable housing required however, needs to reflect the 
actual need and the viability of the development to include the provision for new infrastructure and re-
provision of a new sub-station and other facilities etc.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

Objective 1 refers to the possibility of specialist housing within the development. We would strongly 
support the inclusion of specialist housing within this development including Extra Care Housing as it is 
this Council's strategy for older people to live in their own homes. We are working in partnership with the 
District Councils and other agencies to implement Extra Care Housing, in line with our Extra Care Housing 
Strategy. Extra Care Housing is defined as purpose built accommodation in which 24 hour personal care 
and support can be offered and where various other services can be shared. It is designed as an 
alternative to residential care and an enhanced form of sheltered housing aimed at an older age with both 
housing and care needs (average age in most schemes being 83 years). Some Extra Care Housing 
schemes in Oxfordshire include an older person resource centre, these offer wider facilities to residents 
and other people in the community. The inclusion of an older persons' resource centre helps people live 
as independently as possible in their own homes and communities. They can run by the County Council or 
by volunteers and have strong links to the health service.  

Ms Jenkins Any housing is helpful, but the less "social" housing, the better, as Barton is already a ghetto  
Oxford Brookes 

University 
If, for the scheme to be viable, an element of student accommodation is considered acceptable, then 
Oxford Brookes University would support this and would, in principle, be prepared to enter into a 
nomination agreement for occupation.  

Mr Wood No additional housing required anywhere in the city. There is plenty of scope for re-assigning the present 
housing stock which is perfectly adequate. Encouraging more people to move to Oxford would be a big 
mistake and is unsustainable.  

Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust 

A range of housing to develop a mixed and balanced community and to enable progression in the housing 
market and community stability would be welcomed. Moreover, the provision of a substantial proportion 
and range of affordable accommodation should be sought. This should include, particularly, key worker 
accommodation available to health service employees and including shared ownership arrangements to 
attract junior staff seeking to get onto the property ladder. Additionally, affordable/key worker family 
accommodation would similarly assist in attracting and retaining older and more experienced essential, 
skilled, health sector employees.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Mixed /affordable housing is a must if a neighbourhood is to be balanced. As many modern houses have 
small footprints and little land the full reclamation of the designated allotment land is important.  

 
 
Q7 – What community facilities would benefit both new and existing residents?   
 

A site for Christian worship could work together with a community centre. Mr Myatt 
It would be a shame to loose the football pitches.  

Ms Orgée The existing school, community and leisure facilities will be overloaded if the development goes ahead, 
but again these are only needed because of the development - Barton has very good facilities for its 
current population, at present. Barton would benefit from a pub.  

Ms Ridgway MUST be recycling facilities in the flats. Room given in the car park area for large recycling bins not just 
rubbish bins. Policing, primary school, space to play with equipment for teenagers not just small children. 
A shop. Bike racks where you can lock the middle of your bike not just the front wheel. Bike repair and 
maintenance workshops. improve country footpaths  

Ms Hazell Primary school, nature reserve, playgrounds, community centre facility, youth provision and an increase in 
secondary school provision  

Ruskin College It is important the existing facilities are used to their full potential by creating links between Barton, 
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Northway and Old Headington. Educational facilities are key and integration between areas would be 
beneficial to all.  

Ms Priestley Better network links/road links around the outskirts & ring road of the City, shops & leisure areas  
Ms Arnfinsen It is very important that any new facilities at Greater Barton are easily accessible to the existing Barton 

residents, and also that funds are simultaneously set aside for further upgrading and enhancing the 
existing Barton community facilities. Otherwise, the existing Barton will very rapidly sink into the role of 
"poor relation", which would exacerbate its problems.  

Ms Phillips There is mention of 'access to healthcare' but would like this expanded to the development of a 
community facility which would include dentistry, access to screening services, outpatient appointments, 
podiatry, community midwives etc. A facility which could be used by neighbouring communities and 
provide a reason to go to Barton as well as reducing the need for residents to leave the area for routine 
health care.  

Ms Perkins extended gym, cinema and food outlets  
Mr Watkins Parkland, access to open countryside (as currently exists), local shops.  

Ms Argles Allotments, boating/bird lake, shops (various and not ones that are expensive, including specialist shops 
and a supermarket) particularly for those residents without cars, recreation ground, sports facilities, 
pedestrian bridge over A 40 which has both steps and a ramp for push chairs, bicycles wheelchairs, 
resource centre (in tandem with O.C.C) dog walking facilities with lots of red bins, exciting play areas, 
communal areas for family activities e.g. barbeques but ask residents their ideas  

Oxfordshire Green Party Communications, Community and Infrastructure: At the time of writing this we are aware of a current 
government investigation into the feasibility of up to 40% cuts in public spending. We do not think a 
proposal of this size should go ahead unless the provision of an adequate level of public services can be 
guaranteed. A school is essential but so is community provision for all, not least the elderly, youth and the 
disabled.  

Old Marston Parish Council Schools, shops and pub, recreation areas.  
Crest Nicholson A well-designed community hub including school /shop and transport node.  

Mr Pitt Student accommodation on campus style development with bar, pool, gym and tennis court, available also 
for existing Barton residents.  

G.J. Brown and Sons Sports centre with all weather pitches.  
Mr Maltby Not to build.  

There is clearly a substantial need for community facilities: primary school, nursery provision, doctors 
surgery, pharmacy, shops, pub etc. Both Barton and Northway need their facilities upgraded (or indeed 
provided) so there is an opportunity to add facilities that would serve all three estates. 
We note that a primary school is to be provided, but not a secondary school. We appreciate that 
secondary schools are city-wide facilities, so pupils from the development will need to attend the existing 
schools and their transport to them becomes a traffic problem to which a solution is required. 

Friends of Old Headington 

We strongly suggest that you should include a pub (or two pubs) within the development as neither Barton 
nor Northway have Pubs. There used to be a pub, The Fox, in Barton but this was closed and not 
replaced. The Black Boy and The White Hart in Old Headington were the nearest pubs to Barton but both 
are busy so would not have the capacity for an influx of new customers  

Ms Kenny pub, school, shop,  
Ms Brown New Primary school - Should have good links with existing school -Bayards Hill, leisure/play areas, 

community centre, health services, local shops 
Ms Hartigan Barton has good facilities. Northway is quite well served already. Not sure that having 1000 homes which 

would dwarf us & change the superb local community balance be a progressive step for Northway. NB 
that in recent bad weather the LA could not cope with clearing our local roads so how would it cope 
beyond the ring road? Because of these failings we had no bus service for several days. Don't build more 
homes if you can't provide a full service.  

Ms Chesworth (If it does go ahead), health facilities, a community school  
Oxfordshire County 

Council 
The need for a new primary school has already been established. Further work is needed to identify the 
range of on-site services which would be required. The County Council would wish to work with other 
service delivery partners to identify synergies between uses and opportunities for joint use of buildings 
and / or location. There may be benefit to involve the local communities in a similar piece of work to the 
West End's Neighbourhood and Community Cohesion Strategy, to help identify community views on 
facilities and services in their areas and the new development.  

Ms Jenkins I think that Barton is already well endowed with community facilities, and that these should be upgraded if 
necessary. A playground for young children might be a good idea.  

Mr Wood No new residents anticipated. Existing residents would benefit from more sports facilities and recreational 
landscape, additional allotment space, shops, library and a cinema - anything that can reduce the need to 
travel to Headington and elsewhere in Oxford so reducing travel requirements (reduces road congestion 
and carbon footprint).  

Oxford Civic Society Schools, Post office, local shopping, library (with internet access facilities), community meeting room/hall, 
recreation areas and equipment, excellent public transport and cycling facilities, avoidance of Green Road 
roundabout, reduction in noise from Northern Bypass (e.g. by reduced traffic speeds), provision of 
community policing, provision of community social support (e.g. youth officer, support for community 
groups).  

Sport England The retention of existing outdoor sports facilities at Barton recreation ground will continue to benefit 
existing residents. Additional indoor and outdoor sports facilities will be needed to meet the needs of 
incoming population. Provision should be informed by the Council’s sports strategies for indoor and 
outdoor sports. In addition, Sport England has developed a Sports Facilities Calculator to help quantify 
how much additional demand for key community sports facilities is generated by populations of new 
growth, development and regeneration areas. See: www.sportengland.org > Facilities & Planning > Sports 
Facilities Calculator. If these facilities are not provided or contributions are not collected then not only will 
the demand for facilities from the proposed population not be met, but also the new population could 
exacerbate any existing unmet demand for sports facilities in the local area.  
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Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Fully reclaimed allotments with good pedestrian access, good community /association building on site, 
open space for walking and playing, community centre/activities with provision for all ages  

Headington Action  The proposed new primary school should include facilities for pre-school age children. There should be 
improved health care facilities. Consideration should be given to providing facilities for use by the wider 
Headington community - for example a sports centre of sufficient size and quality to serve Headington. 
This would help to integrate the Barton area into Headington and make it an attractive destination for local 
residents across Headington. 

 
 
Q8b – How would you amend the issues identified under Objective 2? (Facilitate 
Regeneration of Neighbouring Estates).  
 

Ms Arnfinsen The quality of life in the existing community of Barton has improved greatly in recent years, but this urban 
area on the edge of Oxford is still "socially fragile" and has many social and infrastructural issues to 
address and solve - which any consultation with the local policing team will make clear.  

Old Marston Parish Council Access needs more consideration.  
Thames Valley Police Social and community aspects: additional bullet point: 'We want to create safe sustainable communities 

where people want to live, play, visit, work and invest in...'  
Oxfordshire County 

Council 
We are pleased to see the explicit recognition that the development needs to be properly linked to the rest 
of the city. It is important that new facilities, including the new primary school are in a convenient location, 
as noted in this objective.  

Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust 

Better and improved transport connections, including public transport links to facilities.  

Oxford Civic Society Few of the neighbouring estates are mentioned by name; there will certainly be others that need 
consideration. There may be different needs applicable to different estates. Some of the issues identified 
under this heading seem to have little relevance to regeneration needs. Under the heading 'social and 
community aspects' there are only assertions of a need, and a reference to creation of a sense of place; 
this does not constitute adequate consideration of social and community aspects. Issues such as better 
integration with the rest of the city have not been addressed by any proposals which provide a convincing 
solution.  

Sport England Objective 2 should recognise the opportunity to improve and expand upon the existing sports facilities at 
Barton Recreation Ground.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Whilst the allotment land has not been fully used for many years due to lack of interest alongside a failure 
of maintenance and investment on the part of the authority.... allotment waiting lists in the city are in the 
100s and the land needs to be retained wholly for allotments. The proven benefits of allotments with regard 
to mental and physical health, climate change, environmental issues and community make it an exciting 
and valuable resource which needs nurturing and developing.  

Friends of Old Headington Improve integration of the development with the rest of the city is clearly desirable (Barton is excluded at 
the moment).  

 
 
Q9 – What opportunities for improvements are there in the neighbouring communities?  
 

Mr Myatt Improve road layout and traffic flow.  
Ms Orgée There is an opportunity for generating greater pride in the area, encouraging all residents to take their 

responsibilities as neighbours seriously, e.g. in terms of maintenance of property and gardens, anti-social 
behaviour, and petty crime. There have been a number of projects to encourage higher educational 
attainment amongst residents, and these should continue. Adding traffic lights to the exit from Bayswater 
Road onto the Green Road Roundabout would improve traffic flow.  

Ms Ridgway Integrate football teams. Physical improvement of buildings in Barton. Improve access to the countryside. 
Improve links to the city on bike. Underpass is horrid and feels unsafe. Lights that work and a mirror that is 
not broken every other week would be good.  Continue to tackle fly tipping and litter. Combine activities 
with neighbourhood centre.  

Ms Hazell Improve bus routes and link to Barton pool/ gym from Marston/ Northway. Joint new facilities to use e.g. 
youth provision  

Ruskin College Barton and Northway could both benefit from additional community facilities and social regeneration that 
the new development could bring. Old Headington would also benefit from improved links across the A40 
to the new development as it would provide better access to the northern side of the A40 and assist in 
integrating with Barton and the new development.  

Ms Priestley Improved facilities for leisure & recreation  
Barton today still lacks a number of good facilities, not least geared to young people and the elderly. In 
this connection, the shelving of the Barton Play project is a great disappointment and means that the open 
green areas adjacent to Bayswater Stream are not being used to full potential. It has to be remembered 
that these are areas that would also serve the new residents of "Greater Barton" 

Ms Arnfinsen 

The existing Barton community needs better and a wider variety of shops, a bank, cafe, restaurant (one 
appealing to families), fully operational police station. Medical/dental/services need to be improved and 
extended. Recreation ground, stream, walkways need to be upgraded so that more people use it. All 
these facilities would reduce the need to drive to other areas of Oxford. Facilities should also be provided 
in Greater Barton, including school.  

Ms Phillips Sharing new health facilities, leisure facilities, community events, lifelong learning opportunities, 
community facilities which would encourage local groups to meet in Barton etc. work needs to be done to 
reduce the isolation of Barton from the rest of Oxford City  
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Ms Perkins Cinema would be welcome to all communities, as well as sporting facilities. Secondary schooling needs to 
be considered  

Mr Watkins Regenerating the existing Barton should be priority number one. Transport access and personal safety 
are particular issues.  

Ms Argles Any underpasses should be given a makeover so they feel safe. Reliable bus services across the new 
development and the neighbouring developments that link across the city, to Headington and to retail 
parks. Bring back buses from Headington to Summertown/Kidlington so that less mobile residents do not 
have to walk along Cornmarket to link with another bus. Cycle tracks.  

Crest Nicholson Introduction of improved broadband infrastructure 
Mr Pitt If development is used only for professional workers who intercity commute, temporary workers, key 

workers and students, the area will benefit by better schools, services and better image with increased 
transport links around the city. If intended development of 50%, none of the above in fact % social 
housing, with most desperate tenants will make it worse.  

G.J. Brown and Sons If the new development goes ahead it needs an attraction or purpose for people to visit such as a well 
equipped sports facility to enable integration.  

Mr Maltby None  
Friends of Old Headington A sense of place is very necessary in all new developments. Barton does not have this at the moment  

Ms Kenny better shopping in Northway  
Ms Brown Barton Boys Football building could be modernised, extended and then used by other sporting teams in 

the local community.  
Ms Hartigan "Regenerate" not necessary for a nice, well balanced community such as Northway. You make us sound 

like we are degenerate. If people wanted to live on a large estate then they would be clamouring to live in 
the Blackbird/Greater Leys. Barton is too big already. In fact, it's just dawned on me that the LA is building 
all council homes in the Oxford East ward. 

Ms Chesworth I like Barton as it is. There seems to be a lot of input into the community by council and voluntary 
organisations.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

This is an important element of regenerating neighbouring areas and needs further work, which the 
neighbouring communities should be involved in.  

Ms Jenkins I would love to see a bridge over the northern bypass to make the footpath from Stoke Place to Elsfield 
usable. We have no car and used to walk to Elsfield regularly, but the traffic on the bypass too scary now. 
This would make the countryside accessible to the people of central Headington. This bridge would give 
the people on the new estate an incentive to use the Headington shops.  

Mr Wood Retain Temple Cowley Pool. Increase number of allotments in Headington/Cowley (to meet surge in 
demand) possibly by opening the site at Horspath Road. Call a moratorium on housing demolition across 
the City. Policies throughout need to be sustainable, which means no increase in City population and 
measures to bring about a drastic reduction in traffic.  

Oxford Civic Society The existing communities neighbouring the site are best placed to answer this question, and intensive, on-
the ground consultation should take place. Real consideration should then be given, and be seen to have 
been given, to the views expressed in this consultation. This question ignores the probably inevitable 
adverse effects which are likely to be suffered by neighbouring communities, and this suggests that such 
effects may not be properly considered. Such consideration is, of course, vital, since the project must 
deliver not only a successful new community, but also avoid the deterioration of the existing  

Sport England This is an excellent opportunity to improve and expand upon the community’s existing recreation facilities 
at Barton Recreation Ground.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

The allotments provide an excellent opportunity for mixing old with new and are for all ages. what a shame 
they are not significantly mentioned in the body of the report  

 
 
Q10b – How would you amend the issues identified under Objective 3? (Improve Accessibility 
and Integration) 
 

Ms Hazell Existing traffic problems in Barton not highlighted. Capacity of existing transport network going forward If 
you are going to extend existing bus routes services need to be improved there is already problems with 
the capacity of the 13 at the bottom of Marston Road at rush hour.  

Ruskin College Under the heading 'bus movement' in the last bullet point it is considered that the bus link should be 
between the new development and Northway and Old Headington. Both areas could be linked by bus to 
the new development which would be of greater benefit to existing and future residents. Old Headington 
should be included in the title of the section headed 'Connections with Barton and Northway'. Old 
Headington is a vital link between the two areas and would also benefit.  

Natural England Natural England agrees that getting access to and within a development is very important. This access 
should be into the city centre, the wider city and also out into the surrounding countryside providing means 
for both sustainable transport and recreational access. This will encourage people to travel by low carbon 
means when accessing facilities and also live healthy active lives  

Ms Arnfinsen Consider objective 3 the most important issue to prioritise, before any concrete plans for the new 
development are drawn up and put into action. I do not feel that the Barton AAP discusses the issues of 
road infrastructure adequately, seen in relation to the size and scope of the development plans  

Ms Phillips Access and integration is wider than just improving the physical links. More work to be done on the 
perception of Barton by residents and those in the neighbouring communities.  

Mr Watkins Integration and access is very important, but with the very limited transport infrastructure currently in place 
in Barton (narrow roads, that are very rarely repaired) combining access to the two sites will be 
impossible. Whether using public transport or private vehicles, leaving Barton at peak times is extremely 
difficult due to the effect of the Green Road roundabout.  

Old Marston Parish Council Design in more access points.  
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Thames Valley Police page 11: additional wording 'To encourage people away from their cars A SAFE AND EASILY 
UNDERSTOOD NETWORK of pedestrian and cycle links is needed..' Facilities for SECURE cycle parking 
storage will have to be....' Connections with Barton and Northway 'SAFE new routes through the 
development would offer existing.....'  

Mr Pitt Isolation will increase as Barton will be typecast. Isolation in peoples heads is more important than 
physical.  

CPRE Oxfordshire We consider it is essential that Barton is well integrated into the rest of the city with adequate transport 
connections, while achieving a degree of self-sufficiency and identity as a community. We reserve our 
opinion on issues concerning road access to the site and the impact of traffic generation until more 
information is available.  
It would be helped by the provision of a direct and frequent bus route through Northway/new 
development/Barton. For this to happen, a direct bus and pedestrian/cycle bridge over the A40 from 
Westlands Drive in Northway across the A40 to the new development is essential. 

Friends of Old Headington 

Car access to the new development is crucial. Clearly it should be direct from both carriageways of the 
A40. This would also allow Barton residents to use the A40 westwards, and consequently relieve the 
traffic on the Green Road roundabout.  

Ms Hartigan If the LA cannot clear the existing roads in bad weather how can it improve accessibility with more 
housing? And by building all council houses in the Oxford East ward there is no integration with the rest of 
the city - in fact building beyond the ring road is isolating residents from the centre.  

Scottish and Southern 
Energy 

Priority should not be given to the private car and other modes of travel should be given equal or greater 
priority and masterplanning should incorporate this.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

The key issues have been identified in Objective 3 and its accompanying text. However, it is 
recommended that the second bullet point on page 10 is amended to read: A balance between access by 
car with promoting alternative modes of travel is needed. In line with the Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan 
objectives we are aiming to increase the use of public transport, cycling and walking rather than promoting 
"easy access by car" which the current wording of this bullet point suggests.  

Oxford Civic Society Whilst the key issues of cars, pedestrians, cycling and public transport are identified, there is no 
prioritisation indicated; cars should be accommodated, but car dependency designed out, not allowed to 
dictate the form of the development. No imaginative solutions for the essential integration of the 
development with the city have been proposed; the only suggested solutions are stereotypical and unlikely 
to be successful. Accessibility should not be considered as a one-way issue: improving the access to the 
countryside north of the development area, for both new and existing communities across Headington, 
should be part of the objective  

Sport England This section of the document will also need to ensure that access to the existing recreation ground is 
maintained along with adequate parking facilities.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Care needs to be exercised that access by car does not undermine the environmental advantages. Car 
traffic limits good growing land so adequate pollution measures like hedges need to be built in for the 
protection of the allotments.  

Headington Action  The main obstacle to accessibility and integration is the A40 northern by-pass dual carriageway. The 
problems that this represents for the design should be identified and managed as a key issue. It is 
essential for both accessibility and integration that this dual carriageway is made as permeable as 
possible. We suggest that, as far as possible, the A40 between the Marston fly-over and the Green Road 
roundabout is redesigned as a low speed boulevard with regular access points on both carriageways. 

 
 
Q11 – How do you think we can balance the desire to integrate the new development with the 
wider city with the need to minimise impact on existing residents?   
 

Mr Myatt The new traffic will have a catastrophic effect on the narrow roads in Barton & rush hour on Bayswater 
Road leading onto the Headington roundabout. It will encourage more cars to go through Stanton St John 
& Forest Hill to get to the A40. There needs to be access at the West end of the new estate.  

Ms Orgée The location of the site is going to make this very difficult. An enhanced public transport system and cycle 
routes will help, and the provision of access routes that do not impinge upon current residents, or 
necessitate the destruction of existing facilities such as the allotments, will be crucial.  

Ms Ridgway Will be a nightmare if all traffic goes through Barton and have a negative impact on Barton residents. 
There needs to be access on to the A40 from the new development.  

Ms Hazell Use as an opportunity to create a proper A40 bypass, rather than it connecting into Oxford traffic as at 
present. This would relive pressure on roundabout and benefit community  

Mr Marsden A bridge over the A40 is inevitable. And I believe it should not just be for buses and cycles etc.  
Ruskin College Promote the use of sustainable modes of travel. Critical to this is a bus/pedestrian/cycle link across the 

A40. It would be possible for example to link the new development via a bridge connecting to Foxwell 
drive. Ruskin College would like to assist the Council in enabling this link and potentially utilising the 
northern section of their fields for development including pedestrian and cycle paths (no cars) linking the 
new development in a sustainable manner to Old Headington and beyond.  

Ms Priestley Ensure their are sufficient facilities for existing residents & upgrades to surrounding areas including road 
links  

Ms Arnfinsen The existing Barton already has a problem with motorised traffic and access - its "village character", 
though appealing, means that its roads are not dimensioned or equipped for large volumes of traffic. 
Although Barton is well served by the very frequent bus services of Stagecoach and the Oxford Bus 
Company (every 5 mins), and these services are a great benefit to the residents, their impact on the 
houses lying along their routes is large - the narrow roads and small front gardens mean that noise and 
vibration levels are high. Living on Stowford Road myself, near the terminus bus stop, I hear and feel this 
impact every day and night I am in my flat.  
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Ms Phillips Start with joint meetings to flush out issues of concern with both current residents and neighbouring 
communities.  

Ms Perkins By getting the balance of housing right and by not having too large a development but with the possibility 
to expand a little in future, if the area seems to be coping  

Mr Watkins I don't think that is possible. There is going to be an immediate effect however the project is approached. 
Site traffic will increase, and a valuable green space will be lost. Creating an access road onto the A40 is 
likely to create major traffic problems to many people who live in, work in or visit the city.  

Ms Argles Ensure that the ring road is not a barrier. Good transport links including bicycle tracks that feel safe both 
physically from cars/buses and from people. Ensure that the housing is mixed, both owner/occupier and 
council/housing association and in terms of age and family makeup.  

Crest Nicholson Improve public transport network.  
Mr Pitt High density housing for non car users such as students, temporary workers and key workers  

G.J. Brown and Sons A much smaller development.  
Friends of Old Headington A new junction - either traffic lights or, preferably, a roundabout, would tend to slow traffic on that section 

of the A40, which would reduce danger and noise pollution. We note that it is not intended to allow direct 
car travel into the Northway Estate, and we commend this. We suggest that the new development should 
have all its car parking off-street, with as much as possible contained within house curtilages. In the future 
- well within the life-span of these houses - it is likely that all transport will be electrically powered so it 
must be possible to install charging points at some future date.  

Ms Kenny create a road link from the new Barton estate directly to Westlands Drive, Northway  
Ms Hartigan Physical integration needs to start to happen. Build in innovative areas, within the city/ring road. Oxford a 

city of two halves while planners persist in this sort of physical segregation. Several small developments is 
better than one large one which is in the wrong place. Unfair on the most vulnerable in our society too, i.e. 
elderly. They fear isolation which is what they'd get here.  

Ms Chesworth Impossible  
Oxfordshire County 

Council 
We are working with the City Council and their consultants on potential transport solutions for this 
development. This work will feed into the next stage of the AAP preparation. If appropriate facilities and 
services are provided as part of the development or improvements are obtained in neighbouring areas, 
this will potentially reduce the need for private car journeys.  

Ms Jenkins I would like to see the development screened by trees, as the view from Old Headington is so beautiful. 
Traffic is the main problem, and the best way to minimise impact on the rest of Barton is to make it a car-
free development.  

Mr Wood Do not proceed with the new development. No problem then arises.  
Oxford Radcliffe 

Hospitals NHS Trust 
Improvements to the access from the A40 into the Headington area and ultimately the City centre would 
be necessary to mitigate the effects upon traffic generated by the development. A comprehensive 
approach to mitigating the effects of traffic and congestion in this locality would further provide an 
opportunity to remedy existing difficulties and improve access arrangements to major institutional uses in 
the locality  

Oxford Civic Society 'Impact' should aim to be positive and beneficial. Although it is inevitable that some residents will suffer 
adversely, it is very negative to consider only the mitigation of adverse impacts. It will be necessary to 
minimise both the number of these, and the severity of their impact, and to maximise compensatory 
beneficial effects. Some of the latter have been identified, and, in view of the importance access as a key 
requirement for the proper integration of the new development, provisions for the new development should 
also improve access for existing communities, and mitigate the adverse effects already being suffered by 
them, e.g. traffic noise. The suggestion of the transformation of the A40 into a Sunderland Avenue-style 
'boulevard' with at least two access points could achieve this.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Again the allotments are an excellent vehicle for integration. if integration is only seen as traffic it will be 
limiting  

CPRE Oxfordshire We are concerned that access to the two footpaths leading north from the site is maintained unaltered  
 
 
Q12 – Do you have any suggestions of how access to the development site can be achieved 
for different travel modes (e.g. foot, cycle, bus, car)?   
 

Mr Myatt Car & bus access from the West.  
Ms Orgée Access to the site from the A40 for cars/buses (and construction traffic) will be critical. Access for cyclists 

and pedestrians will be less problematic as it will have a much lesser impact upon current residents.  
Ms Ridgway More underpasses and overpasses. Access on to the A40 for cars. Frequent buses. Have the facilities for 

good bike use such as bike workshops and good bike stores and locks. MUST have bike stores for new 
flats.  

Ms Hazell Bridge for pedestrians, cycle & bus.  
Mr Marsden It is unrealistic to expect that additional car traffic will travel to the new development via Fettiplace Road 

etc. In my experience, those who live at the bottom of Fettiplace Road/Barton Village Road travel via 
Northway and Barton Village Road. Barton Village Road is: too narrow, not safe for more car traffic 

Ruskin College There should be one or more links across the A40 to Old Headington that provides access for buses, 
cyclists and pedestrians. This is supported by the Core Strategy (April 2009) document. This would allow 
people from both sides of the A40 to integrate and use each others facilities. It would also provide 
excellent, sustainable access from Barton and the new development to Headington and Oxford. It may be 
possible for cars to access the new development via a new junction off the A40.  

Ms Arnfinsen In my opinion, it is absolutely essential that a new access road is built from the new Barton development 
to join the Northern ring road and link it to Northway/Marston/the Marston Ferry road, so that the flow of 
traffic is spread and does not go through Barton. The new access road would facilitate a new bus service 
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to serve "Greater Barton". With a high number of new houses, the number of cars is could be potentially 
2000. There will also be visitors' cars, tradesmen's/delivery vehicles. It is patently obvious, that if this 
number of cars has to pass through Barton on a daily basis, the impact on the existing residents will be 
extremely negative and hazardous. Green Road roundabout is already a dangerous bottleneck; increased 
traffic will make this untenable. Safe cycleways, and pedestrian routes should be built from the new 
development leading to Old Headington, Marston, and Northway and the workplaces that are located in 
these areas and beyond.  

Ms Perkins Overpass of A40, new bus routes.  
Mr Watkins Access by car and bus will require a new slip road onto the A40 - but without modelling the impacts on 

existing traffic flow it is impossible to tell if this will be effective. Access by bicycle needs to be drastically 
improved. Current access via the frequently vandalised, and intimidating underpasses is unpleasant and 
not fit for purpose.  

Ms Argles Bridge over A40. (attractive in design rather than merely functional or build a much wider structure which 
is grassed over so it looks like a continuation of the ground but arched) Accessible buses with more room 
for pushchairs and wheelchairs than with the present design, Bus shelters. Cycle tracks, footpaths within 
sight lines for feelings of safety.  

Oxfordshire Green Party The area as it is at present is very isolated from the rest of Oxford and needs to be linked by pedestrian, 
cycle routes and bus services. We would only support an approach that included such links across the 
Northway as well as the Green Road roundabout. The need to reduce dependence on the private car is 
paramount, to reduce carbon emissions pollution, accidents etc. and taking into account the likely future 
heavy rises in cost of fuel.  

Crest Nicholson More detailed analysis is required.  
Mr Pitt Proposed cycleway via Stoke Place should be redirected away from existing path so not to destroy its 

beauty, and protect as much as possible the privacy of Stoke Place residents. Bus access needs to be 
direct to city, not via JR, as it will not be convenient and will encourage car use. If normal bus fares apply, 
it will be cheaper to drive. Bus services should go to BMW and other sites identified as major employers at 
shift start/stop times  

G.J. Brown and Sons Resolve existing problems such as access to the JR and Oxford Brookes which currently overwhelms the 
whole area before considering this development. Car numbers will only increase.  

Friends of Old Headington When a new junction is made on the A40 the opportunity should be taken to form a new direct access to 
the JR Hospital. It serves the whole of the county, has a large staff and many patients who attract visitors. 
It has 2,500 parking spaces and must cause an estimated minimum of about 10,000 car movements per 
day. At the very least it should have direct ambulance access from the A40 into its Saxon Way entrance. It 
might also with advantage have staff car access there. We note that an existing right of way connects 
Stoke Place in Old Headington to the new site, though it is severed by the A40. And that there is a 
possibility that a footbridge might be constructed there. If that is done we would need to be assured that it 
would be physically impossible for motorcycles to use the crossing. The potential traffic on this narrow 
footpath could suddenly become enormous and very disturbing to he residents in the conservation area.  

Ms Kenny Bicycle and foot from Old Headington, using marked footpath, but with footbridge; bus and car from 
Northway, using new overpass  

Ms Brown Cars need access to the A40 directly ( could be by flyover. roundabouts) so to minimise the impact on the 
Green Road roundabout. Would also need access to Headington area. These could also be used by 
buses. Foot, cycle - it would be good to have access from Barton/New development which did not involve 
using a subway. Have Foot bridges ( like over A40 at Cutteslowe) or Traffic lights( Like on A4142 at 
Quarry) crossings been investigated? 

Ms Hartigan No. If you want residents to be carbon neutral then they need to live near the centre not beyond the ring 
road.  

Ms Chesworth No, I think it is impossible to achieve adequate access to the site without severely aggravating existing 
road problems for Barton residents and ring road and Headington roundabout users.  

Scottish and Southern 
Energy 

It is imperative that at least one if not two access points are provided from the A40 dual carriageway. The 
development cannot rely on the existing access via the Green Road roundabout. This will also assist in 
the permeability and access to the existing development in Barton.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

We are working with the City Council and their consultants on potential transport solutions for this 
development. This work will feed into the next stage of the AAP preparation.  

Ms Jenkins I like the idea of a footbridge at Stoke Place and a bus/bike/pedestrian bridge to the west. But the cars 
won't go away unless you ban them.  

Oxford Brookes 
University 

Given the isolation of Barton from Northway and Headington created by the A40, it is considered that the 
only way to significantly improve access to the development site and permeability generally, is to create a 
new pedestrian, cycle and bus link across the A40.  

Mr Wood Do not proceed with the new development. No problem then arises. No consideration was made to 
improving the Green Road foot/cycle underpasses when this major road junction was redesigned recently. 
This was a lost opportunity. Would it make sense to suggest this be redesigned? 

Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust 

In this regard, a new junction/junction improvements and provision for public transport (including Park and 
Ride), pedestrian and cycling facilities - linked where practicable to the John Radcliffe and Churchill 
hospitals to improve accessibility are considered imperative in order that the effective operations of those 
hospitals and their accessibility to staff, patients and visitors are not hindered.  

Oxford Civic Society The key issues are access, but also mitigation of the 'excluding' effects of the A40 Northern Bypass; both 
these could be addressed by re-engineering the A40, say between Green Road roundabout and the 
Marston interchange, to make it an urban boulevard, rather than a virtual motorway. All other connections 
to the Green Road roundabout are already speed restricted; extending the restriction westwards to the 
Marston interchange and introducing one or more junctions or roundabouts would slow traffic, reduce 
noise, provide opportunity for planting and landscaping and, suitably designed, would not only provide 
access to the new and existing neighbourhoods, but could allow proper connection with the rest of the 
city. At the same time, priority provision for pedestrians, cyclists and buses would be essential.  
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Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Good public transport, cycle lanes and walkways are a must with limited car parking and road size.  

Headington Action  A redesign of the A40 offers the opportunity for greatly improving the access for all travel modes. In 
addition where pedestrian / cycling access is by underpass the underpasses should be designed as 
attractive places to use. 

Natural England Sustainable access to and within the development should be provided as part of the Green Infrastructure 
network across the site and into the surrounding areas. Providing attractive green routes will encourage 
people to use these access routes.  

 
 
Q13b - How would you amend the issues identified under Objective 4? (Encourage a Low 
Carbon Lifestyle)  
 

Mr Myatt There is no mention at this stage of trees, grassland & landscaping.  

Natural England Natural England supports the encouragement of low carbon lifestyles. However we would like to see 
that energy and water efficiency should be built into the design of the development so that the council 
can ensure that the development will be as sustainable as possible if the residents do not take up a low 
carbon lifestyle. Natural England supports this objective and the suggestions made within it.  

Environment Agency We are pleased to see the application of Code for Sustainable Homes. We advise that where local 
evidence suggests particular elements of the Code need to be set at a high level, the Council can 
specify particular credits that must be gained on those issues. For example, we would suggest that all 
development is required to score 2 credits for Flood Risk Assessment 

Mr Watkins A low carbon 'society' is only really possible by locating housing within walking distance of job 
opportunities. The new development will not offer new employment, so cannot be truly low carbon. Best 
practice building for low energy and water use is essential.  

      Thames Valley Police page 13: Orientation add a bullet point 'All public open space, footpaths and cycle routes must be 
overlooked creating safe environments and reducing the fear of crime'  

     Mr Pitt The single biggest emitter of carbon is the car and bus. The only way to reduce this is by high density 
housing for students, key workers and temporary workers. It is crazy to assume tradespersons with 
vans, and industrial estate workers will use public transport that is not there.  

 Friends of Old Headington We commend the decision to make the development sustainable and low-carbon  
    Ms Hartigan This cannot be an objective if brown sites within ring road are not fully utilised. Expanding the 

dependence on cars by isolating residents beyond reasonable transport links. Roads overused already 
so more traffic = more pollution. We already suffer pollution from A40 so why give us more?  

       Scottish and Southern  
                                 Energy 

The principles of a single/centralised energy source may be acceptable in principle; however, the 
options for this will need to be investigated in relation to feasibility, benefits and costs as well as 
allowing residents a choice.  

            Oxfordshire County    
                                Council 

We are pleased that the document has recognised that encouraging a low carbon lifestyle includes 
promoting sustainable travel. A key element of sustainable travel is encouraging a move away from 
private car use to more sustainable transport modes. Thus, we would hope that this development would 
have a low car dependency.  

Mr Wood This question assumes that the development is a good idea in principle. There is no evidence provided 
to support this view.  

          Oxford Civic Society Largely, they have, though, for example, the provision of a network of cycleway will need to extend to 
and through the neighbouring areas to provide proper connectivity with the city, and this has not been 
identified.  

 
 
Q14 – Do you have any ideas for how we can encourage new and existing residents to live 
low-carbon lifestyles?   
 

Mr Myatt More free car parking in Headington so that cars don't travel further to shops where there is parking.  
Ms Orgée The measures that the City Council has introduced to encourage recycling have been effective and 

integrating low-carbon initiatives into the building programme will help. Communicating these initiatives 
effectively to new residents will also encourage them - and integrating green spaces will help them to 
appreciate the importance of sustainability.  

Ruskin College As mentioned before sustainable travel is important and can be achieved via a network of cycle and 
footpaths from the new development and through Old Headington. Providing a 'park and ride' type 
arrangement (with parking on the Barton side of the A40) for workers at the John Radcliffe would also reduce 
the number of cars being used.  

Ms Priestley Ensure new homes are eco friendly  
Environment Agency We recommend a water efficiency standard of 105 litres per person per day is set, which is equivalent to 

Code level 3 or 4. We would also welcome BREEAM "excellent" standard for all non households. This site is 
also likely to require a Site Waste Management Plan to minimise waste produced during the construction 
phase, and reduce the amount going to landfill. This included consideration at the early design stage, of what 
materials will be used. We are pleased to see that this is a mandatory requirement of the Code for 
Sustainable Homes  

Ms Phillips By having good community facilities so that the residents do not have to leave their home area unnecessarily 
plus good quality homes with maximum insulation. Major health benefits to reduce hyperthermia and heating 
bills  
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Ms Perkins All homes to have solar panels, good insulation, excellent safe cycle and pedestrian links, good local facilities 
so no need to drive.  

Mr Watkins Reduced public transport costs. Current access to the city by pubic transport does not offer a sensible way to 
reduce carbon, as costs are prohibitive, when more than one person travels together. Current system means 
that it is cheaper to either park briefly and pay for parking, or as is more likely, to travel further field to out of 
town shopping and facilities.  THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT PARKING CHARGES SHOULD RISE.  

Ms Argles Ensure a low carbon life style for all residents of Oxford is encouraged so that people do not feel that there is 
one style for some Oxford residents and one for other residents. If car use is to be discouraged then there 
must be facilities within the area (shops, recreation, green space) and also reliable and fast public transport.  

Oxfordshire Green 
Party 

We consider that the Council should adopt an imaginative approach to the need for alternative energy. We 
are not sure on what grounds District Heating is considered the best and most economical solution. If houses 
were built to top insulation standards they would require little or no heating. Solar panels could provide hot 
water and Solar P.V. should not be dismissed at this stage. Moreover there could be opportunities for wind 
power installations on adjoining land.  

Crest Nicholson Introduce high-speed broadband via fibre optics to encourage home working.  
Mr Pitt Get the right profile of resident, it is simply not possible for families and industrial workers to go green.  

G.J. Brown and Sons Too much emphasis is placed on cycling and walking considering the development is at the bottom of a hill 
when most destinations are at the top.  

Ms Brown Facilities that are easily accessible so that more people can work and use public transport.  
Ms Hartigan Improve public transport links in a circular route rather than in & out of centre. Provide electric car recharge 

points.  
Ms Chesworth The bus service is good but I still use my car. However, I suppose if the development goes ahead, the road 

system may be so horrendous that I may use the bus to work. So perhaps you will impose a low-carbon 
lifestyle in that way. Houses must be built with adequate insulation already in place.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

We are working with the City council and their consultants on potential transport solutions for this 
development.  This work will feed into the next stage of the AAP. 

Ms Jenkins It is impossible to encourage people who just don't care. For people who do care, a recycling bank in the new 
development would be useful.  

Mr Wood This is a big question and quite unconnected with the proposed development, which itself is the very opposite 
of low-carbon.  Low carbon lifestyles cannot be encouraged by providing easy car access to and from Barton 
(or anywhere else). The London Road improvements are expected provide some more attractive street 
furniture etc but the cycle parking provision is dismal and the perceived reduction in "congestion" will simply 
encourage more traffic.  

Oxford Civic Society Make better provision for, and encourage waste reduction and recycling. Make provision for and encourage 
local, small-scale food production, e.g. in gardens and allotments, and facilitate this with produce-exchange 
and convenient waste-disposal. Facilitate bicycle use in the new development, and elsewhere in the city, to 
make cycling the first-choice proposition for the most journeys, for most residents. Keep citizens informed 
about environmental issues and their relative importance, so informed choices can be made, for example on 
travel behaviour and diet. Proactively encourage the implementation and operation of a car share scheme.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

Again the allotments and open spaces and organisation of community centres can form a vital cohesive 
element here. Community space with opportunities for meeting, swapping, sharing equipment, bulk buying 
are all vital. LCWO have a great model for community involvement which can be built on,, particularly if the 
allotment association is included.  

Headington Action  We suggest that full facilities for car clubs are provided so as to discourage car ownership. 
Ms Ridgway Provide enough room for recycling bins in new flats. Try a bike. Allow parents to try the bikes where kids can 

be transported too. Explain how much money you save by reducing electricity use. Give out free shopping 
bags. Provides really good bike stores and racks. Provide car sharing hub where people can find out who 
might share a car with them.  

Ms Kenny better bus services and more usable footpaths  
 
 
Q15b – How would you amend the issues identified under Objective 5? (Introduce Design that 
is Responsive and Innovative) 
 
Natural England The site should respond to the existing features of the site ensuring that sensitive ecological and landscape 

features are retained, conserved and enhanced where possible.  
Environment Agency We suggest moving the Code for Sustainable Homes in to objective 5, because it is more clearly about 

design than about lifestyles, and it addresses a wider range of environmental issues than just carbon 
emissions. We are pleased to see the emphasis given to protecting existing area of biodiversity value, 
creating Green corridors, and using Sustainable Drainage methods  

Oxfordshire Green 
Party 

We have been told there are bats in the area and we note that water voles may also be present. There 
needs to be a proper impact assessment of the effects of the development on these before any development 
is put forward. The present pattern of very small fields and deep hedgerows would seem to be a very 
favourable habitat for bats (this is very different from the areas bordering it of both built up housing and 
countryside). We would have doubts that the favourable habitat could be maintained with the amount of 
housing proposed.  

Thames Valley Police Second sentence 'We are keen that the design and layout of the new development should be innovative, 
REDUCE CRIME AND THE FEAR OF CRIME, and that we find new ways to do things....'  
Building design and layout '1st bullet point ' Whilst homes.....it will be very important to create pleasant, 
SAFE and enjoyable place to live.  

CPRE Oxfordshire We note in the vision the frequent mention of "open spaces"; these we hope would be "green" open spaces 
which make a positive contribution to sustainability and quality of life. Design issues and constraints, we 
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note those mentioned under objective 5 but are very concerned that in the AAP there appears to be no 
recognition of the Oxford Green Belt which surrounds the northern boundaries - which must be a significant 
planning consideration for a major scheme abutting the Green Belt.  

Friends of Old 
Headington 

We commend the decision to promote green spaces within the site - and we note that there are seven 
hectares of flood land, buffer zone and recreation space for this.  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

The addition of a new objective could cover green infrastructure; "creating an attractive place to live, work, 
visit and spend recreation time".  

Oxford Civic Society Most specifically, the reference to the 'A40 buffer' reveals an absence of adequately innovative thought. 
Issues are raised which are hardly high priorities for, and may even be counter to the realisation of the 
original vision, for example convenient navigation. Others, such as the need for an adequate broadband 
infrastructure are essential, not 'responsive and innovative'  

Sport England Objective 5 could also explore how the new development will connect with the existing green space at 
Barton Recreation Ground.  

Headington Action  It is not clear that the difficult nature of the site has been fully taken into account. The limitations of the site 
are considerable. The area is low lying with a high water table and in some locations prone to flooding. The 
noise levels are very high due to the proximity of the A40. A major electricity sub-station is located in the 
middle of the site. Overcoming these limitations will require a very high standard of design and the allocation 
of substantial resources to both design and to drainage works, screening and landscaping. 

 
 
Q16 – What design features do you think would make the new development a desirable place 
to live?  
 
Mr Myatt No packing the houses so close together. Wide roads & plenty of green space.  
Ms Orgée Green corridors and good landscaping, as well as a commitment on behalf of residents/developers to 

maintain gardens and public spaces will help. (In other areas of Barton developers have made properties 
look attractive, without thought to any maintenance once the properties are let/sold.)  

Ms Ridgway No dead space. Trees. Benches. Lots of nice paving. Conservation area where people can relax and 
biodiversity can be increased. Good access routes to countryside. Different design of buildings not all the 
same. Not in rows. Lots of off street parking.  

Ms Hazell Each flat/ house should have a reasonable amount of amenity space. Houses should be built to minimise 
noise transmission between properties.  

Mr Marsden Open spaces - do not fall for the incessant need of the developers to have the highest densities they can get 
away with so that they can make the biggest bang for their bucks. A well-thought out layout will make the 
development attractive as well as sustainable in the future.  

Ruskin College The development should follow good urban design principles and look to Old Headington rather than Barton 
or Northway for its design principles.  

Natural England Whilst Natural England are encouraged to see that areas of existing biodiversity value have been identified 
and will be maintained and enhanced, biodiversity can also be increased and the development made more 
attractive by creating suitable Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats. These habitats can also provide 
additional benefits to the community for example the provision of a community orchard.  

Ms Priestley More buildings with a touch of old charm features  
Environment Agency Opportunities should be taken to enhance existing pockets of biodiversity, including the creation of wet 

features. This could be achieved by creating ponds and enhancing existing water courses.  
Ms Phillips Green spaces, integral cycle paths, community health services, local carnival and fete, innovative eco 

designs to gain publicity to help market the development  
Ms Perkins Gardens, parks, facilities already mentioned, good local school, clear choice of state secondary school, with 

places available, particularly bearing in mind the raising of the school leaving age in the near future  
Mr Watkins Open spaces, free facilities (parks, gardens etc), allotments.  
Ms Argles Lots of trees, plants, water, zero tolerance to litter, Modern excitingly designed housing (look at new housing 

abroad). Could Brookes architectural students have innovative ideas? Let the New Town reflect 2025 rather 
than 1980s. Maybe a competition. Balconies in flats overlooking trees, plants and water features, or see if 
the existing flood plains could be diverted into winding canals and streams with communal family/community 
spaces and gardens.  
Allotments: these certainly need to be saved. Although not all taken up at present, we consider growing 
one's own food will become much more important as world food prices rise. This should be taken into 
account in planning any development as more land might be required in the future for garden/allotment 
space. 
Noise: We consider noise from traffic on the A40 to be an unpleasant feature of this site. We do not think the 
proposed landscaping buffer is enough. It is stated that measures will need to be taken to soundproof 
houses even if a buffer zone is left. We think the ability to open windows is a prerequisite to a home without 
being subjected to traffic noise and we would do not think houses should be built that do not allow opening 
windows on all aspects. People should be able to be out enjoying their gardens without noise intrusion. We 
could not find any mention of other pollution from traffic and wonder if this could be significant.  

Oxfordshire Green 
Party 

  

The loss of the existing hedgerows and vegetation would affect biodiversity. The loss of biodiversity is now 
claimed by many experts as a greater threat to humans than climate change. We think there is a good case 
for extending tree planting in this area to make a larger area of woodland. This might help to alleviate 
problems in Marston and increase Oxford's contribution to national biodiversity. There are obvious current 
opportunities to extend tree cover on the sides of the playing field and further up the existing stream into 
Barton.  

Old Marston Parish 
Council 

Green space.  

Crest Nicholson Quality public realm, local residents involved in governance  
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Mr Pitt 
  
  

A mixed community of high density housing with a campus, with lower density for families with space for 
gardens. Cars should be excluded from the centre of the community allowing children to play safely in the 
street. If it is designed as an Oxfordshire village, may be a similar community spirit will develop. 

G.J. Brown and Sons Small clusters of houses landscaped with green open areas. No flats or houses with multiple occupancy.  
CPRE Oxfordshire We strongly support the areas of biodiversity, connected through green corridors and green spaces linking 

to open countryside. We see the existing trees bordering both sides of Boundary Brook as forming an 
important rural element in the surrounding landscape and should be preserved. We also hope that 
appropriate trees will be used in the landscaping of the housing areas.  

Mr Maltby None  
Friends of Old 
Headington 

We note the intention to have a buffer zone along the A40 to protect the houses from traffic noise. We 
understand that the width of this zone depends on the speed of the road traffic. As you will be building to a 
high density you will need to put buildings as near the A40 as possible, so this must imply the application of 
a lower speed limit on that road along the full length of the site. We would be strongly in favour of this.  

Ms Kenny transport services, medical centre, pub, school, play areas, shops  
Ms Brown 
  
  

Plenty of green areas to allow children to play near where they live. Areas of green which can be used to 
encourage wildlife. Wide roads and off street parking to allow for the large number of cars people now own, 
this will also stop car parking on pavements and make streets saver. Good street lighting, Plenty of rubbish 
bins.  

Ms Hartigan Don't build it! Build small groups of various dwellings across city to really start to integrate communities. 
Oxford is a fab place but it is very segregated & this development endorses that segregation.  

Ms Chesworth I think the risk of flooding in that area is going to be high as global warming continues - when we walk there 
the ground is very soggy. The drainage required will be massive. So, for the development to be a desirable 
place to live perhaps you will need houses on stilts?  

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

  

We recommend that a design code is included as part of the AAP, this should encourage green roofs, 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems - both of which have additional biodiversity benefits. Green links to the 
countryside from the centre of the development will add to the attractiveness of the development. We would 
like to work with the City Council, partners and the local community on developing a design code, or similar, 
to influence the new development.  

Ms Jenkins Do not pack in the maximum number of houses, but give people reasonable gardens and breathing space. 
And even if it is car-free, each house should have one off-street parking space for visitors.  

Mr Wood Do not proceed with the new development. Focus instead on making the existing Barton neighbourhood a 
desirable place to live. Use the energies of local volunteers and provide the micro-funding that community 
schemes require. There are plenty of active examples already in Barton. Build on this foundation.  

Oxford Civic Society A good mix of society and housing sizes and types; good community facilities, including schools, shopping, 
social and recreational opportunities; serious landscaping and planting, as an integrated part of the design; 
recognition in the design of the unique and attractive characteristics of the site, e.g. rural outlook, Bayswater 
Brook etc.; really good provision for pedestrians and cyclists, including safe routes and convenient storage; 
good waste recycling facilities; effective mitigation of adverse traffic effects (including on the A40), e.g. 
noise, whilst providing reasonable ease of vehicular access.  
Sport England has a particular interest in the potential of urban design and master planning to assist with the 
creation of healthy and active communities. Consequently, the proposals to ensure high quality, sustainable, 
inclusive design are welcomed. 

Sport England 
  

As you may be aware Sport England, in partnership with CABE, the Department of Health, DCMS and a 
range of other stakeholders has produced a guide to assist with designing developments which proactively 
encourage physical activity. This guide, called ‘Active Design’ could assist your authority with ensuring new 
developments achieve high quality design which facilitates active lifestyles through providing opportunities 
for sport and recreation.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

The allotments and well designed green spaces so that people want to walk and ride rather than drive.  

 
 
 
Q17 – Do you have any other comments?   
 
Ms Orgée I would question the assessment of biodiversity as there are definitely bats in the area. The consultation 

documents have clearly been well-thought out with consideration to current residents, but many residents 
question the basic premise that the development will benefit the wider community, or that it is necessary or 
appropriate in this location.  

Ms Ridgway The access route is the main issue for me. I would like to know why it can't be on the A40. The Barton 
community must feel they have been listened to. This estate should be for locals e.g. first time buyers. Too 
many houses become multiple occupancy. Off road parking should be provided and lots of good bike 
facilities, bike stores (indoor) are essential.  

Barton AAP - address 
but no name given 

Twice recently, I was a passenger in a car travelling on the A40 towards the Green Road roundabout from 
North Oxford. On the first occasion, just after sunset, these fields were bathed in the soft blue moonlight, 
peaceful and beautiful, before we reached the harsh orange lights of the roundabout. On the second 
occasion, cattle were grazing in the fields, a scene so idyllic and lovely. My own view is that all empty 
houses, derelict warehouses and other buildings (industrial and otherwise) no longer in use in Oxford should 
be utilised to provide homes. In my own road, a house has been empty for five years!  

Thames Water Property 
Services 

We support the references to services and utilities in this section. Utility infrastructure, including sewerage 
capacity will require upgrading ahead of the occupation of development. We recommend that there should 
be specific policy in the AAP on water and sewerage infrastructure along the following lines: 'There are utility 
infrastructure capacity constraints in the area. A water network supply and drainage strategy will need to be 
produced by the developer in liaison with Thames Water to ensure the appropriate upgrades are in place 
ahead of occupation of the development.'  
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Ruskin College It is important that there are links between the new development, Barton, Northway and Old Headington. 
Ruskin College is in a strategic location to allow this to happen. It can help integrate the different areas 
physically by providing links for pedestrians, buses and cyclists and a mix of affordable/private housing and 
socially through its existing and potential educational work with Barton and Northway. The College and Old 
Headington should be included within the boundary of the Barton AAP.  

Oxford Urban Wildlife 
Group 

As a group we have no objections to the proposed development but feel strongly that any possible 
development near the Bayswater Brook should be done very sympathetically as although there are no water 
voles living there now, we understand it is a stream which they might well like to inhabit one day.  

Mr Marsden I am disappointed that this questionnaire limited me to 500 characters. I have been unable to give complete 
feedback using this online method.  

Ms Arnfinsen I am frequently in contact with Oxford City Homes, which is a major player in the Barton area through all the 
housing it manages there. I am not convinced that OCH has been taken on board as a dialogue partner in 
the planning of this new development project. OCH's estate manager has a detailed and valuable knowledge 
of current issues and problems in Barton and he and other relevant offices at OCH should be kept up-to-date 
with developments in this planning project and also called upon to give their advice and opinions at all stages 
of the project.  

Environment Agency Oxford City Council are the license holders for the landfill site under the football ground, and should hold 
further information about the history of that site. Our records show that gas boreholes were installed on the 
site and therefore the impact of landfill gas on the houses in this part of the site should also be investigated. 
There is also an electrical sub station and gas governor on the site. The implications of these should be 
factored into any contamination investigation scheme.  

Ms Phillips I would like to see the issues of health and wellbeing weaved into every aspect of the final Area Action Plan 
and not have pages under a 'health' chapter.  

Mr Watkins Not sure if this fits, but in response to the bat report: There are definitely bats in and around the area, often 
feeding over the brook and into the fields. Perhaps if surveying had been carried out during the summer 
months rather than winter, these would have been identified. There are also a number of other interesting 
species on the site including roe and muntjac deer, hares, badgers, foxes, owls and other birds of prey. I 
hope these will be considered fully during the development.  

South East England 
Development Agency 

SEEDA has no specific comments to make on this consultation document which conforms to previous 
comments on the Core Strategy.  

Ms Argles Transport links and green housing (both in terms environmentally and physical environment)  
Oxfordshire Green Party The Oxfordshire Green Party objected to the Core Strategy as unsound in 2008. We did not see the 

necessity for the redevelopment of any of the Strategic Development Sites. Although we agreed that there 
was a housing problem and a shortage of housing we considered that this could be met in Oxford without the 
development of Strategic Development sites. We considered that the housing requirement is between 4,000 
and 8,000. Concern that employment forecasts are highly questionable and that population growth may be 
overestimated. 

Mr Pitt This "questionnaire" is fluffy propaganda that does not address any of the core issues or ask for any 
solutions, just whether or not we agree with the objectives, not the proposed solution i.e. 1000 houses with 
50% social housing. This is not consultation it is condescension. The council has decided on 1000 houses, 
50% social housing with no consultation, and no consideration of alternatives which may provide a greater 
net benefit for the city.  

G.J. Brown and Sons Whilst the development site may not flood, there is no provision to minimise the regular flooding on the Wood 
Eaton Road further downstream. Any additional congestion created at the Green Road Roundabout will force 
drivers to cut through the unclassified roads of Elsfield and Wood Eaton as an alternative. 

CPRE Oxfordshire We are concerned that thorough surveys should be made of the ecology of the area before detailed planning 
starts. We note that two areas of open space are included in the development area, the Barton Village 
Recreation Ground and the allotments, these should be protected in their entirety and improved. We also 
note that about 1.5ha around Bayswater Brook on the northern boundary has been designated as a SLINC 
which merits protecting with appropriate buffer zone, such as a linear nature park.  

The Coal Authority Having reviewed your document, I confirm that we have no specific comments to make on this document at 
this stage.  

Mr Maltby Do not keep building on farmland , green belt, when there are plenty of waste ground and empty properties 
that could be built on.  
Old Headington is a conservation area, which it is the duty of the council to 'preserve and enhance' We urge 
that measures should be taken to prevent any increased traffic through the village caused by the new 
development. 

Friends of Old 
Headington 

We note that Ruskin College has asked for its land adjacent to the A40 to be included in the AAP. These 
fields have been part of the Conservation Area since 1998, and have been designated as 'special open 
space'. We are adamantly opposed to any development on these green meadows.  

Ms Hartigan Why not invite the C4 Time Team team to investigate the field's markings highlighted in the archaeology 
report. I take it that Elsfield & Marston village residents will be allowed to come to the public meetings & that 
their views are as valid as the residents of Barton, Northway & Headington. If not, please advise 
accordingly.  

Ms Chesworth This consultation seems to be asking questions that are far down the line. When will there be the opportunity 
to be consulted on whether it should go ahead at all? We don't think the biodiversity issue has been properly 
addressed. There are bats in Barton, so surely they are there in the proposed site. Our cat brings in voles - 
and a grass snake last week. Please reconsider the whole idea.  

Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Wildlife Trust 

There is potential for the development to have a negative impact on Sydlings Copse and College Pond SSSI 
through increasing recreational pressure. BBOWT manage the SSSI as a nature reserve; whilst we 
encourage quiet enjoyment and study of the natural environment, increased pressure from recreational use 
of the site could be detrimental to its biodiversity interest. In particular we currently experience use of the 
SSSI by motorcyclists and campers, which can cause damage to the nature reserve. Grazing is necessary to 
maintain the nature conservation interest of the site, and increased recreational pressure could make this 
more difficult. The SSSI lies around 600m from the development site , to which it is directly linked by a public 
right of way. I understand that is also proposed to increase access to the countryside for residents to the 
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south, by providing a route to cross the A40; this is likely to further contribute to recreational pressure. 
Protection and enhancement of existing biodiversity features on site: 
Retain and enhance the Bayswater Brook, including reducing shading to improve the habitat for water voles, 
retain woodlands and hedgerows across the site, restore areas of semi-improved MG4 grassland found in 
fields D-G. Lowland meadows, including MG4 grasslands, are a Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat and are 
listed as principal importance for conservation under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 
retain the less agriculturally improved field adjacent to the playing fields (A) and protect its hydrology, 
undertake bat surveys as recommended in the 2010 Bat Building Survey and further Badger surveys. 
Additionally, water vole and reptile survey should be updated to inform the AAP, as well as a walk-over 
survey to determine whether the habitats (particularly grassland) on site have changed in nature over the last 
3 years. 
Water Vole surveys undertaken as part of the Water Vole Recovery Project (hosted by BBOWT) identified 
water voles on the Bayswater Brook to the west of the site in 2009. It should also be noted that in the period 
since the Biodiversity Assessment was written to the legislation water voles has been updated.  

Theatre’s Trust Due to the specific nature of the Trust’s remit we are concerned with the protection and promotion of 
theatres and having perused the document we find this consultation is not directly relevant to the Trust’s 
work. However we note that a combined community centre is proposed (page 7) which we hope will also 
provide an area for cultural activities in the form of a performance space which would be useful for large 
meetings, badminton, dance classes etc. 

Scottish and Southern 
Energy 

SSE supports in principle the designation of, and ambitions for, the Barton Area to deliver a significant 
number of new homes and related facilities in Oxford.  Further, we both appreciate and support the Council's 
approach in references to the electricity sub-station.  The sub-station is operational and our Client considers 
the location of this facility in this area to be essential. In light of this, the area is currently occupied by the 
sub-station (circa 4 acres / 1.62 Ha) as well as an area directly around the sub-station is proposed to be 
retained by SSE.  SSE also owns an additional six acres of land adjacent to the sub-station, which our Client 
has identified is likely to be surplus to their operational requirements. As such, SSE would like to promote 
this area for residential redevelopment. In addition, it may be possible to tighten the boundary surrounding 
the operational land to the north of the sub-station, releasing it for residential development. 
A relocation of the Barton sub-station would have to cover all costs and any land transfer/exchange would be 
on commercial terms.  We consider that SSE’s site has the potential to make a valuable contribution towards 
housing provision within the Borough, which would assist the Council in meeting their targets.  We would 
therefore support the Council’s designation of the SSE’s surplus land and formally request that the Council 
recognise the importance of the retention of the operational sub-station. 

Oxfordshire County 
Council 

We are pleased to see views from different service areas of this council have been taken into account in this 
document from informal consultation earlier in the year. 

Ms Jenkins I think it is very sad that students occupy the city and that residents have to be stuck out beyond the pale like 
this.  

South East England 
Partnership Board 

The South East Partnership Board has no substantive comments to make relating to this document and 
therefore has no representations to make.  

Mr Wood This is a misguided scheme, seeking to "solve" a "problem" that has not actually been identified. It has 
already wasted resources which the local community cannot afford.  

Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust 

Consideration should be given to providing any significant new public transport terminus infrastructure in a 
location to appropriately serve the new development, the two major hospital campuses and other major 
generators of traffic in order to optimise the potential for public transport usage between those sites and the 
City centre  

Oxford Civic Society Additional objective should be included 6: “To genuinely create a cohesive and contented society in the new 
community, and more widely.” The issues paper gives little consideration to the measures which will be 
necessary to ensure that this is achieved. The opportunity exists here for the delivery of the 'social' 
provisions, beyond buildings and urban infrastructure, which are essential to the establishment of a sense of 
community in the new development, but also to the strengthening of the existing communities in the 
immediate surrounding area, and more widely, in Headington. This will necessitate the provision of adequate 
facilities for all kinds of recreation and social interaction, but also stimulation, support and encouragement to 
community ventures and initiatives.  

Oxford Federation of 
Allotment Associations 

I am sorry not to see the allotments more firmly considered in the development as the designated land would 
provide such a good local growing focus and is already a part of the community so can be built on. 
Reclamation of the whole of the designated allotment land should be a central part of the scheme. With good 
housing with renewable energy this could be excellent.  

Headington Action  Headington Action recognises the need to provide further housing in Oxford and the opportunity offered by 
the ownership of the proposed site by the City Council. We also recognised the potential the development 
offers for key worker housing for local institutions and for improving facilities in Barton and in the wider 
Headington area. However we are concerned that the improvement of the local infrastructure in Headington 
is included as a key design objective from the outset. We also suggest that the provision of a small business 
park within the development is investigated. This would provide local employment opportunities and add to 
the status of the development. 
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