
Friends of Old Headington Autumn 2020 Newsletter 

AGM  

The AGM planned for May 2020 was unfortunately cancelled because of the virus situation at that time. We 
are pleased to announce that our AGM will now be held online via Zoom at 8 pm on Friday 4 December.  

Access details are: 

Topic: Friends of Old Headington AGM 
Time: Dec 4, 2020 08:00 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83593400700?pwd=VWlCeDlJY21ZWnZPcDBWdUZjZG1Wdz09 

Meeting ID: 835 9340 0700 
Passcode: 996500 

(You can join without a link if you have Zoom open and enter the Meeting ID: 835 9340 0700 and 
Passcode: 996500.) 

To be able to attend the Zoom meeting you will first need to register with Zoom – this is a recommended 
procedure that will enable us to identify our attendees and provide better security measures. Please register 
with Zoom at https://zoom.us/freesignup  

As an attendee, you can submit questions in Q&A, send messages to others, and respond to an online poll 
during the meeting.  

We will have a trial run on Thursday 3 December for members to test their PC, laptop, tablet or smartphone. 
The link for the trial will be live from 4pm to 8pm, and is the same as above. The Zoom website has 
explanatory videos if you have further questions. 

The draft Agenda is shown below. The draft minutes of the 2019 meeting are available from the Friends 
website, or from the Secretary (secretary@foh.org.uk). 

Non-members are very welcome, but only members can vote on motions. All 2020 membership cards will be 
delivered before the AGM for those who have paid by standing order, but if you need to renew your 
membership, or would like to join, do contact the membership secretary membership@foh.org.uk It would 
be helpful if those with Standing Orders for later in the year could amend these so that they are payable in 
January. Forms can be downloaded from the website, and copies are available from the Membership 
Secretary. Please note that this is £5 per person - not per property. 

Now that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a declaration 
so that income from subscriptions is maximised; do please consider helping us in this way. Forms 
available on the website.  

We are seeking nominations for trustees. In accordance with the Trust Deed, the Secretary 
must receive nominations by 8 pm on Friday 27 November. Forms can be obtained from the Secretary 
by emailing Secretary@foh.org.uk. 

President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough  
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Agenda 

1 Apologies for absence  
2. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 17 May 2019 (available on the website) 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the essential) 
4. Honorary Treasurer’s report 
5. Adoption of annual accounts for 2019 (available at http://foh.org.uk/newsletters/2020/2009-2019.pdf) 
6. Appointment of Auditor 
7. Chairman’s Report 
8. Enhancement Award 2020 (nomination form attached)  
9. Election of trustees (nomination form attached) 
10. Headington Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 
11. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern 

Enhancement award 

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that of 
the trustees, has enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed 
since the last AGM and visible from the street. Please send your suggestions to Howard 
Stanbury (secretary@foh.org.uk  or at 29 St Andrew’s Road) by 27 November using the attached form. The 
trustees welcome proposals from residents, but if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not 
to make the award. 

Headington Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 

The problem of traffic ‘rat-running’ through the village has been raised at meetings of the Friends over many 
years. At long last there is a possibility of doing something about this. Earlier this year the Department for 
Transport announced an Emergency Active Travel Fund and invited local authorities to apply for funding in 
two tranches. On Friday 13 November the government announced that Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) 
had been awarded nearly £3m for schemes that include three low-traffic neighbourhoods in Headington. One 
of these is Old Headington and neighbouring communities north of the London Road.  

The Friends have been involved with others in a new organisation, Headington Liveable Streets, that is in a 
dialogue with councillors and OCC to shape the proposals locally. At present the plan is to introduce 
temporary trials of road filters that will stop motor vehicles travelling through some streets, while allowing 
pedestrians and cyclists continued access, thereby reducing volumes of cut-through traffic. For example, the 
last traffic count done by the Friends a few years ago indicated that just under 1,000 vehicles entered and left 
the village in the two-hour morning rush in winter. The indications are that up to 90% of this can be removed 
with appropriately placed filters. Local traffic would continue to access other locations via the London Road. 
Precise plans are yet to be announced by OCC, but we will update you on the proposals at the AGM. 

More can be found out about Headington Liveable Streets at https://oxlivsts.org.uk/headington/, and 
supporters of the initiative can register their support and join the group at that page. 

Open Gardens  

The Friends of Old Headington Virtual Open Gardens was on Sunday 21 June this year. A YouTube video 
can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWCpkns4bBs 

Tiny Forests 

There is an initiative to create small urban forests around the country, and one is planned for Foxwell Drive 
in Northway, on the stretch alongside the ring road. The city council is coordinating volunteers to help look 
after this project and if you are interested in helping out please contact Carl Whitehead, the city’s Green 
Spaces Volunteer Coordinator at cwhitehead@oxford.gov.uk. 

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road, Oxford OX3 9DL E secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022 
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Staying in touch 

The Friends maintain a list of members and other individuals who would like to be kept informed of 
developments and to receive the Newsletter by email. If you would like to be added to the list and are willing 
to receive occasional emails please contact the Secretary, secretary@foh.org.uk. We do not share our mailing 
list with other organisations and you can unsubscribe easily at any time. 

Advice on planning 

The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of the 
conservation area. Correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our website.  
If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property we would appreciate being kept 
informed, as we may be able to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the process running 
smoothly. The trustees would like to draw to your attention a summary of one's legal duties as a property 
owner.  

FOH trustees 

Peter McCarter (Chairman) Howard Stanbury (Secretary) 
secretary@foh.org.uk

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk Hugh Ferris Treasurer@foh.org.uk

Jinny Blom Roddy Deans

David Cartwright John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk 

John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning advisor.
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The Friends of Old Headington 

President: Lady Kenny | Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough 

Chairman of the trustees: Peter McCarter, Monckton Cottage, Old High Street, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 9HW E chairman@foh.org.uk T 01865 751471 W foh.org.uk 

Nomination for Enhancement Award 2020 

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that of the 
Trustees, has enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since the 
last AGM and visible from the street. Please send your suggestions to the Secretary (address below ) by 8 pm 
on Friday 27 November 2020. 

I wish to nominate 

Name ……………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………… 

Telephone / Email ……………………………………………………… 

Reason for nomination …………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………….. 

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. 

Photographs in support of the nomination are welcome, and can be 
submitted by email to the Secretary 

Signed ……………………………………………………… 

Proposer ……………………………………………………… 

Address / telephone …………………………………………………….. 

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road, Oxford OX3 9DL E secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022 



 
The Friends of Old Headington 

President: Lady Kenny | Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough 

Chairman of the trustees: Peter McCarter, Monckton Cottage, Old High Street,  
Headington, Oxford OX3  9HW E chairman@foh.org.uk T 01865 751471 W foh.org.uk 

Trustee nomination form 2020 

We wish to nominate ……………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………… 

Telephone ……………………………………………………… 

E-mail ……………………………………………………… 

Proposer ……………………………………………………… 

Seconder …………………………………………………….. 

I am willing to accept this nomination 

Signed: …………………………………………………….. 

Date: ……………………………………………………… 

This form must be completed and returned to the Secretary (address below) by 8pm on Friday 27 November 
2020. 



FRIENDS OF OLD HEADINGTON SUBSCRIPTION FORM 2020 

Please tick the appropriate box 

Renewal of existing membership @ £5 per adult for 2020                 by standing order * ☐ 

*Please contact your bank if you need to increase your standing order from £5 to £10 (or 
more) to include all adult members in the household 

Renewal of existing membership @ £5 per adult for 2020 payment enclosed ☐ 

New membership @ £5 per adult for 2020 payable by standing order* ☐ 

*Please use the attached standing order/Gift Aid form 

New membership @ £5 per adult for 2020: payment enclosed ☐ 

Title (required)   ………………….. 

First Name (required)………………..  Last Name( required) ………………………. 

Address (required) …………………………………………….. 

Town/City (required) …………………………………………... 

PostCode (required) …………………………………………….. 

Telephone ………………………………………………………. 

Your Email ……………………………………………………… 

Date ……………………………………………………………… 

I/We do not object to these details being held in the Friends’ electronic or paper 
records ☐ 

Please note that your email address will only be used to keep you informed of important events or significant 
development proposals that are likely to affect the Conservation Area. 

Please return this form, with your cheque or cash (if not paying by standing order), to the Friends’ 
Membership Secretary,  
Julie Harrod, 
Monckton Cottage, 
56 Old High Street, 
OX3 9HW 
Tel. 01865 751471) 
membership@foh.org.uk  

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road, Oxford OX3 9DL E secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022 



STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORM 

Bankers Order 

To (name of your bank)………………………………………………………….. 

Bank Address ……………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

Your account number ……………………………..Sort Code…………………… 

Please pay on …………………... and then annually on 5th January the sum of £5 to Barclays Bank plc, 
Headington. Sort Code 20-65-21 Account number 20877018 for the credit of The Friends of Old Headington 

Title (required)   ………………….. 

First Name (required)………………..  Last Name( required) ……………………….. 

Address (required) …………………………………………….. 

Town/City (required) …………………………………………... 

PostCode (required) …………………………………………….. 

Telephone ………………………………………………………. 

Your Email ……………………………………………………… 

Date ……………………………………………………………… 

Signature …………………………………………………………  



GIFT AID DECLARATION 

 
Gift Aid your subscription and the Friends of Old Headington will 
receive an extra 25 pence for every pound you donate. Please fill in the 
short form below and send to the Treasurer at [address to be confirmed] 

Name of Charity : The Friends of Old Headington - HMRC Reference 
Number EW24375 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 
April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports 
Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such 
as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I 
give on or after 6 April 2020. 

Title (required)   ………………….. 

First Name (required)………………..  Last Name( required) ……………………………… 

Address (required) …………………………………………….. 

Town/City (required) …………………………………………... 

PostCode (required) …………………………………………….. 

Telephone ………………………………………………………. 

Your Email ……………………………………………………… 

Date ……………………………………………………………… 

Signature ………………………………………………………… 

Please notify the charity if you:  

Want to cancel this declaration  

Change your name or home address  

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.  

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, 
you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and 
Customs to adjust your tax code. 

In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, The Friends of Old Headington hold this data to claim Gift 
Aid and send updates about its activities. Please tell us if you move or wish to stop giving through Gift Aid. 

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road, Oxford OX3 9DL E secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022 



Friends of Old Headington Spring newsletter 2020

Annual General Meeting 15th May 2020
We are pleased to announce that this year our AGM will be held in the Village Hall, Dunstan Road, at 8 pm on 
Friday 15 May. The outline Agenda is shown below. Non-members are very welcome, but please note that only 
those who can show a 2020 membership card may vote. All 2020 membership cards will be delivered before the 
AGM for those who have paid by standing order, but if you need to renew your membership, or would like to 
join, do come in before 8.00; we will be available from 7.30. It would helpful if those with Standing Orders for 
later in the year could amend these so that they are payable in January. Refreshments will be provided after the 
meeting. We are seeking nominations for trustees. In accordance with the Trust Deed, the Secretary 
must receive nominations by 8 pm on Friday 8 May. Forms can be obtained from the Secretary by emailing 
secretary@foh.org.uk.

Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 17 May 2019
3. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the essential)
4. Honorary Treasurer’s report
5. Adoption of annual accounts for 2019
6. Appointment of Auditor
7. Chairman’s Report
8. Enhancement Award(nomination form) 2020 
9. Election of Trustees (  nomination form attached  )  
10. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern

Subscriptions for 2020
Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those who 
still owe £5 for their 2020 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street,OX3 9HW. 
We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment to do so for 2020, 
as this saves time and effort for you and for us. Forms can be downloaded from the website, and copies are 
available from the Membership Secretary. Please note that this is £5 per person - not per property.
Now that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a declaration so 
that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this way. Forms available on the 
website and trustees will help with Gift Aid declarations at the AGM.

Enhancement award
This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc... that in your opinion, and ultimately that of 
the Trustees, has enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since the 
last AGM and visible from the street. Please send your suggestions to Howard Stanbury (secretary@foh.org.uk or
at 29 St Andrew’s Road) by 8 May using the attached form. The trustees welcome proposals from residents, but 
if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not to make the award.

Advice on planning
The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of 
the conservation area. Correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our website. 
This includes comments on 9 planning applications submitted during the past year. If you are thinking of 
submitting an application relating to your property we would appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able 
to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the process running smoothly. The trustees would like to 
draw to your attention a summary of one's legal duties as a property owner  .  

The Green Book
Many of our members will know of (and doubtless frequently refer to) the ‘Green Book’, first published by the 
Friends of Old Headington in 1990 and available as as PDF on the home page of our website. It is a guide to 
promote an understanding of the details that should be considered when maintaining the old buildings or creating
new ones within the Conservation Area. The book had a useful Annex listing sources of materials and specialist 
firms and craftsmen - the Annex was subsequently published as a supplement but was last updated some ten 
years ago. The Trustees would like to revise and re-print this Supplement. If you have had any personal 
experience of traders or craftsmen/women (e.g. stonemasons, woodworkers, window and staircase 
manufacturers, ironmongery, tiles, cast iron rainwater goods, roofers, general contractors etc.) who have done 
good work, in keeping with the character of the area and who you could recommend, please let us know by 
emailing or sending a note of their names / contact details to any of our Trustees or to John Rawson, our 

President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough  -Page 1 of 4
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architectural adviser (St Andrew’s House, St Andrew’s Road).
In the meantime, if anyone would like a copy of the current edition of the Green Book, do let us 
know http://tinyurl.com/ydb9e4tj

Lime Trees in Old High Street
The Lime trees outside the Priory in Old High Street were removed and the Trustees are in discussion with the 
City council concerning replanting.

29 Old High Street
The owner had appealed against refusal of planning permission issued by the Council for the application to 
certify that Proposed sub-division of the existing house to form 2x 2-bed flats and the erection of x3 dwellings to 
create a 2x 2-bed flat and 1x 1-bed flat is lawful (planning reference 17/02576/CPU).  The appeal was dismissed 
after the hearing on 12 June. A representative of the Friends attended.

Access to Headington
 The Headley Way works started last summer are still ongoing. 

Our Winter Meeting was held in the village hall in November. The talk by Jill Paton Walsh was on ‘Ethelred the
Unready and his times.’

60th Anniversary
In 2020 the Friends will celebrate its 60th anniversary and we would welcome suggestions for events and 
activities that might be included in a day of celebration. 

Community (parish) council for Headington
The full council agreed on 13 February 2019 to undertake a Community Governance Review or consultation 
exercise. If favourable, elections to the community council would take place in May 2020.

Review of Oxford ward boundaries
The Local Government Boundary Commission published its recommendations for new electoral arrangements 
for Oxford City Council. Main changes for the Headington area include: Barton Park to be included in Barton 
ward, area between Barton Park and Barton Road to transfer from Barton & Sandhills ward to Headington 
ward, staff accommodation in John Radcliffe grounds to transfer from Headington ward to Headington Hill & 
Northway ward.

Open Gardens
This will be held on Sunday 21 June.

Growers’ Group
In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has 
been established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens. If you feel you could 
help with this, please contact the trustees on info@foh.org.uk

FOH trustees

Peter McCarter (Chairman) Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk Jinny Blom

Hugh FerrisTreasurer@foh.org.uk Roddy Deans

David Cartwright John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk

John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning 
advisor.

If you have any questions please contact our Website 
administrator John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk or
Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk
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The Friends of Old Headington

President: Lady Kenny | Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough

Chairman of the trustees: Peter McCarter, Monckton Cottage, Old High Street, Headington, Oxford OX3  9HW E 

chairman@foh.org.uk T 01865 751471 W foh.org.uk

Trustee nomination form 2020

We wish to nominate ………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

Telephone ………………………………………………………

E-mail ………………………………………………………

Proposer ………………………………………………………

Seconder ……………………………………………………..

I am willing to accept this nomination

Signed: ……………………………………………………..

Date: ………………………………………………………

This form must be completed and returned to the Secretary (address below) by 8pm on Friday 8 May 2020.



Friends of Old Headington Spring newsletter 2020

The Friends of Old Headington

President: Lady Kenny | Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough

Chairman of the trustees: Peter McCarter, Monckton Cottage, Old High Street, Headington, Oxford OX3 9HW E 

chairman@foh.org.uk T 01865 751471 W foh.org.uk

Nomination for Enhancement Award 2020

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that of the Trustees, has 
enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since the last AGM and visible from 
the street. Please send your suggestions to the Secretary (address below ) by 8 pm on Friday 8 May 2020.

I wish to nominate

Name ………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

Telephone / Email ………………………………………………………

Reason for nomination ……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

Photographs in support of the nomination are welcome, and can be
submitted by email to the Secretary

Signed ………………………………………………………

Proposer ………………………………………………………

Address / telephone ……………………………………………………..

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road, Oxford OX3 9DL E secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022

President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough  -Page 4 of 4



Friends of Old Headington Autumn 2019 Newsletter

60 years of the Friends Thank you to all who attended the summer party celebrating 
60 years of the Friends.  We are grateful to The Old Priory (Sister Marie-Ann) and Headington 
Baptist Church (for the use of their marquee) for their help and generosity in facilitating this. A 
number of people have commented how much they enjoyed the party and would like to see 
something like it again. 

A video of the party is available at https://youtu.be/znzhRjFN1PM and 

a set of photographs at https://adobe.ly/2yV11RS

We would like to gauge your views on future events this and the form it might take

 a free event where FOH organise the venue and entertainment and guests bring their own 
picnic and drink 

 a ticketed event (say £10 pp) where food and drink is provided

 other suggestions

 Please complete this form 

Winter meeting The Winter meeting of the Friends is on Friday 15 November and Jill 
Paton Walsh will speak on Ethelred the Unready. The event is at 8pm in the Village Hall and will be
followed by drinks and nibbles.

Connecting Oxford As you may be aware, Oxfordshire County Council is consulting on a
transport strategy for Oxford, Connecting Oxford, and comments are requested by 20 October. 
Details can be found at http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/connectingoxford. 

This is an important project as it seeks to address problems of congestion, pollution, and 
improving transport in the city. The proposals in the consultation document merit attention – road 
closures similar to that in the High Street are proposed for five locations in the city, including 
Hollow Way, Marston Ferry Road and South Parks Road/St Cross Road. While the closures are 
unlikely to be for 24 hours a day, they would impact on movement in the daytime and be part of a
strategy to move transport from cars to buses, cycles, and on foot. 

A workplace levy on car-parking could be introduced for the 16,000 car parking spaces at work 
places outside the city centre. (The levy would be paid by employers and the funds are required 
by law to be used to improve transport.) The implications for rat runs will be addressed as part of 
the plans. While we support the goals of reducing congestion, air pollution, and rat runs, are these
proposals the best ways to achieve this? Please add your comments to the mix by responding to 
the consultation at the web site given above. Printed copies of the response form can be obtained 
by calling Joanne Fellows on 07990 368897 or by emailing her at 
Joanne.fellows@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

 Open Gardens - The Friends of Old Headington Open Gardens was on Sunday 16 June 
this year. Photos showing some of the gardens that were open can be viewed by going directly to 
https://adobe.ly/2WMVtqY  .   Our thanks, once again, to Jenny Butler for organising, those who 
opened their gardens, and produced plants and ran the Plant Stall.

President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough 
 Printing courtesy of Scott Fraser Estate Agents
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Advice on planning The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other 
issues that may affect the character of the conservation area. Correspondence on these issues can
be seen in the planning corner section of our website. This includes comments on 6 planning 
applications submitted during the past year. If you are thinking of submitting an application 
relating to your property we would appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able to offer 
useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the process running smoothly. The trustees would 
like to draw to your attention a summary of one's legal duties as a property owner. 

X90 Bus service Members may not know that the Oxford Bus Company recently 
announced that the London X90 service is to be withdrawn in January 2020. The decision followed
a 35% decline in passenger numbers, attributed in part to competition from the Marylebone train 
link and to congestion in Oxford making journey times longer and less attractive by coach. The 
Stagecoach Oxford Tube service will continue and an announcement is promised from the 
company soon.

FOH trustees

Peter McCarter (Chairman) Howard Stanbury (Secretary)
secretary@foh.org.uk

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk Hugh Ferris Treasurer@foh.org.uk

Jinny Blom Roddy Deans

David Cartwright John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk 

John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning advisor.

President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough 
 Printing courtesy of Scott Fraser Estate Agents
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Friends of Old Headington Spring newsletter 2019

Annual General Meeting 17th May 2019
We are pleased to announce that this year our AGM will be held in the Village Hall, Dunstan Road, at 8 pm on 
Friday 17 May. The outline Agenda is shown below. Non-members are very welcome, but please note that only 
those who can show a 2019 membership card may vote. All 2019 membership cards will be delivered before the 
AGM for those who have paid by standing order, but if you need to renew your membership, or would like to 
join, do come in before 8.00; we will be available from 7.30. It would helpful if those with Standing Orders for 
later in the year could amend these so that they are payable in January. Refreshments will be provided after the 
meeting. We are seeking nominations for trustees. In accordance with the Trust Deed, the Secretary 
must receive nominations by 8 pm on Friday 10 May. Forms can be obtained from the Secretary by emailing 
secretary@foh.org.uk.

Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 18 May 2018  (http://tinyurl.com/yyfaulaq)
3. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the essential)
4. Honorary Treasurer’s report
5. Adoption of annual accounts for 2018 (TBC)
6. Appointment of Auditor
7. Chairman’s Report
8. Enhancement Award 2019 (nomination form)
9. Election of Trustees (nomination form attached)
10. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern

Subscriptions for 2019
Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those who 
still owe £5 for their 2019 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street,OX3 9HW. 
We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment to do so for 2019, 
as this saves time and effort for you and for us. Forms can be downloaded from the website, and copies are 
available from the Membership Secretary. Please note that this is £5 per person - not per property.
Now that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a declaration so 
that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this way. Forms available on the 
website and trustees will help with Gift Aid declarations at the AGM.

Enhancement award
This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc... that in your opinion, and ultimately that of 
the Trustees, has enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since the 
last AGM and visible from the street. Please send your suggestions to Howard Stanbury (secretary@foh.org.uk or
at 29 St Andrew’s Road) by 10 May using the attached form. The trustees welcome proposals from residents, but 
if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not to make the award.

Advice on planning
The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of 
the conservation area. Correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our website. 
This includes comments on 7 planning applications submitted during the past year. If you are thinking of 
submitting an application relating to your property we would appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able 
to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the process running smoothly. The trustees would like to 
draw to your attention a summary of one's legal duties as a property owner  .

The Green Book
Many of our members will know of (and doubtless frequently refer to) the ‘Green Book’, first published by the 
Friends of Old Headington in 1990 and available as as PDF on the home page of our website. It is a guide to 
promote an understanding of the details that should be considered when maintaining the old buildings or creating
new ones within the Conservation Area. The book had a useful Annex listing sources of materials and specialist 
firms and craftsmen - the Annex was subsequently published as a supplement but was last updated some ten 
years ago. The Trustees would like to revise and re-print this Supplement. If you have had any personal 
experience of traders or craftsmen/women (e.g. stonemasons, woodworkers, window and staircase 
manufacturers, ironmongery, tiles, cast iron rainwater goods, roofers, general contractors etc.) who have done 
good work, in keeping with the character of the area and who you could recommend, please let us know by 
emailing or sending a note of their names / contact details to any of our Trustees or to John Rawson, our 
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architectural adviser (St Andrew’s House, St Andrew’s Road).
In the meantime, if anyone would like a copy of the current edition of the Green Book, do let us 
know http://tinyurl.com/ydb9e4tj

Lime Trees in Old High Street
The Lime trees outside the Priory in Old High Street were removed and the Trustees are in discussion with the 
City council concerning replanting.

29 Old High Street
The owner had appealed against refusal of planning permission issued by the Council for the application to 
certify that Proposed sub-division of the existing house to form 2x 2-bed flats and the erection of x3 dwellings to 
create a 2x 2-bed flat and 1x 1-bed flat is lawful (planning reference 17/02576/CPU).  The appeal was dismissed 
after the hearing on 12 June. A representative of the Friends attended.

Access to Headington
 The Headley Way works started last summer are still ongoing. The funding allowed the reintroduction of the 
pedestrian crossing on London Road at the Osler Road bus gate and work began in April and is complete.

Cuckoo Lane: new path surface
Oxford Direct Services are resurfacing the much-eroded stretch of Cuckoo Lane from Pullens Lane to Franklin 
Road. Tarmac has been laid first, and will have to be left for a short while before being dressed with buff gravel. 
A site meeting was held with local interested parties (our secretary and chairman attended). Work is expected to 
take six weeks, and the lane will remain passable during the works. Cuckoo Lane will remain a footpath, and if in
future it is considered appropriate to pursue an upgrade to a formal cycle route, a legal process will need to be 
followed with associated public consultation.
Our Winter Meeting was held in the village hall in November. The talk by Professor William Whyte of St John's
College entitled 'Unlocking the church: the lost secrets of Victorian sacred space' was very interesting and well 
received

60th Anniversary
In 2019 the Friends will celebrate its 60th anniversary and we would welcome suggestions for events and 
activities that might be included in a day of celebration. 

Community (parish) council for Headington
The full council agreed on 13 February 2019 to undertake a Community Governance Review or consultation 
exercise. If favourable, elections to the community council would take place in May 2020.

Review of Oxford ward boundaries
The Local Government Boundary Commission published its recommendations for new electoral arrangements 
for Oxford City Council. Main changes for the Headington area include: Barton Park to be included in Barton 
ward, area between Barton Park and Barton Road to transfer from Barton & Sandhills ward to Headington ward, 
staff accommodation in John Radcliffe grounds to transfer from Headington ward to Headington Hill & 
Northway ward.

Open Gardens
This will be held on Sunday 16 June.

Growers’ Group
In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has 
been established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens. If you feel you could 
help with this, please contact the trustees on info@foh.org.uk

FOH trustees

Peter McCarter (Chairman) Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk Jinny Blom

Hugh FerrisTreasurer@foh.org.uk Roddy Deans

David Cartwright John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk

John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning 
advisor.

If you have any questions please contact our Website 
administrator John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk or
Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk
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Friends of Old Headington Autumn 2018 newsletter

We are pleased to announce that this year ourWinter Meeting will be held in the village hall at
8 pm on Friday 30th November. The talk by Professor William Whyte of St John's College entitled 'Unlocking
the church: the lost secrets of Victorian sacred space' will be followed by drinks and nibbles; members and
non-members alike are very welcome to attend.
The AGM was held on 18 May; the draft minutes will be made available shortly. Paper copies of the minutes
will be distributed to those on our list of members without internet access; any non-members who would like a
printed copy should contact one of the Trustees listed below.

60th anniversary - In 2019 the Friends will celebrate its 60th anniversary and we would welcome suggestions
for events and activities that might be included in a day of celebration.

Open Gardens - The Friends of Old Headington Open Gardens was on Sunday 1 July this year. We were
blessed with good weather, but on the day had to compete with other attractions including the Cowley Road
Carnival, World Cup football, and a disinclination to go out on a hot day (it was 31 C!).
Visitor numbers held up and a more visible location for the plant stall on the forecourt of the terrace of houses
next to St Andrew’s meant that funds raised were not far behind last year’s total. The trustees of the Friends are
extremely grateful to all who helped make this year a success: the gardeners who graciously opened their
gardens for all, Alison Soskice and the volunteers who grew plants and manned the plant stall, Otmoor WI for
providing delicious teas, Father Darren and the team at St Andrew’s for welcoming us and opening the church
room for the afternoon, Jenny Butler for her dedication in organising the event so efficiently, and of course to
all who came and so generously supported us on the day.
Photos showing some of the gardens that were open can be viewed online at the Friends’ web site
(www.foh.org.uk) or by going directly to open2018

A provisional date of 16 June has been set for next year's Open Gardens

We have a growers’ group to produce interesting plants for sale on the Plant Stall at Open Gardens. If you
would like to help with this, please contact the Trustees on info@foh.org.uk.

Oxford Local Plan 2036 - This is expected to go forward for the final round of public consultation in
October/November. Papers published on the city council web site for a meeting in October to approve the draft
and release it for consultation suggest that Dunstan Park is no longer listed as a site for possible development.
At the present moment the status of Ruskin Field(s) is not clear and we are seeking clarification.

Planning Matters - The Trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the
character of the conservation area. Our correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning section of
our website at planning-letters .

If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property, or undertaking alterations which will
be visible from the road, we may be able to offer useful suggestions, help to smooth the process and keep
nearby residents up-to-date. Guidance documents are highlighted on the home page of our website
http://www.foh.org.uk

29 Old High Street - the planning inspector has not yet reported on the appeal that was heard on 12 June.
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Street trees - we are in touch with the city council about replacing the lime trees that were
cut down outside the Priory in Old High Street. We are also thinking about a project that could
go further with street trees and will seek funding to help achieve this. If members feel there are
good locations that could support new planting, please let us know your thoughts. The Woodland Trust has a
campaign to support trees and you can find out more at
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-involved/street-trees/.

Meadow Larkins, Larkins Lane - there is a planning application for the erection of 3 x 3-bed dwellings on this
site. The planning reference is 18/02588/FUL and full details and links to comment on this application can be
found at https://tinyurl.com/yacy4vlc

Ivy Lane accommodation at the JR Hospital: there are plans to replace the accommodation at Ivy Lane over
the coming 3 years. The owners a2dominion wish to replace the existing accommodation with new blocks that
offered more private facilities. The existing red-brick blocks will be removed and replaced by new modern flats
and apartments. Many of the new buildings will be taller than the existing blocks, with one section, at the rear
near the car parks and hospital proposed to reach 6 storeys. A planning application is expected to be submitted
by the end of the year. Please contact a trustee if you'd like to hear more about this development.

Parks and green spaces -The city council is running a public consultation on parks and green spaces. This is
available online and is a good opportunity to comment on parks nearby such as Dunstan Park and Bury Knowle
Park. The closing date is 31 December and if you wish to comment on more than one park in the city we
recommend that you use the downloadable response form, one for each park, available from the web page.

An eight-week public consultation opened on Monday 3 September 2018 on the City Council’s Oxford
Central (City and University) Conservation Area Appraisal, which covers the historic core of the city.

FOH Trustees

The following members were elected as trustees at the AGM: David Cartwright, Roddy Deans, Peter McCarter,
and John Clarke. The constitution provides that the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by the
trustees at their first meeting following the AGM, and they accordingly re-elected Peter McCarter as chairman,
Hugh Ferris as (Treasurer) and Howard Stanbury as Secretary.

Peter McCarter (Chairman) chairman@foh.org.uk 01865751471

Howard Stanbury secretary@foh.org.uk

Roddy Deans

John Clarke (Website administrator)

Jinny Blom

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk

Hugh Ferris (Treasurer)

David Cartwright To sign up for an email version visit https://tinyurl.com/ybugknmy

John Rawson is the Trustees' adviser on planning matters
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Annual General Meeting 18th May 2018

We are pleased to announce that this year our AGM will be held in the Village Hall, Dunstan
Road, at 8 pm on Friday 18 May. The outline Agenda is shown below. Non-members are
very welcome, but please note that only those who can show a 2018 membership card may vote. All 2018
membership cards will be delivered before the AGM for those who have paid by standing order, but if you
need to renew your membership, or would like to join, do come in before 8.00; we will be available from
7.30. It would helpful if those with Standing Orders for later in the year could amend these so that they are
payable in January. Refreshments will be provided after the meeting.

We are seeking nominations for trustees. In accordance with the Trust Deed, the Secretary must receive
nominations by 8 pm on Friday 11 May. Forms can be obtained from the Secretary by emailing
secretary@foh.org.uk.

Agenda

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 12 May 2017 (attached and at http://tinyurl.com/y7wy85qx)

3. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the essential)

4. Honorary Treasurer’s report

5. Adoption of annual accounts for 2017 (TBC)

6. Appointment of Auditor

7. Chairman’s Report

8. Enhancement Award 2018 (nomination form attached and at http://tinyurl.com/y74jq4of )

9. Election of Trustees (nomination form attached and at http://tinyurl.com/yc2atplx )

10. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern

Subscriptions for 2018

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those
who still owe £5 for their 2018 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street,
OX3 9HW. We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment
to do so for 2018, as this saves time and effort for you and for us. Forms can be downloaded from the
website, and copies are available from the Membership Secretary. Please note that this is £5 per person - not
per property.

Now that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a
declaration so that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this
way. Forms available on the website at http://tinyurl.com/yaftty4b and as above, and trustees will help with
Gift Aid declarations at the AGM.

Enhancement award

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that of the
Trustees, has enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since
the last AGM and visible from the street. Please send your suggestions to Howard Stanbury
(secretary@foh.org.uk or at 29 St Andrew’s Road) by 11 May using the attached form. The trustees
welcome proposals from residents, but if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not to make
the award.

Advice on planning

The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of the
conservation area. Correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our website
at http://tinyurl.com/y7qkn878 . This includes comments on 4 planning applications submitted during the
past year. If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property we would appreciate
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being kept informed, as we may be able to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep
the process running smoothly.

The Green Book

Many of our members will know of (and doubtless frequently refer to) the ‘Green Book’, first published by
the Friends of Old Headington in 1990 and available as as PDF on the home page of our website.It is a
guide to promote an understanding of the details that should be considered when maintaining the old
buildings or creating new ones within the Conservation Area. The book had a useful Annex listing sources
of materials and specialist firms and craftsmen - the Annex was subsequently published as a supplement but
was last updated some ten years ago. The Trustees would like to revise and re-print this Supplement.

If you have had any personal experience of traders or craftsmen/women (e.g. stonemasons, woodworkers,
window and staircase manufacturers, ironmongery, tiles, cast iron rainwater goods, roofers, general
contractors etc.) who have done good work, in keeping with the character of the area and who you could
recommend, please let us know by emailing or sending a note of their names / contact details to any of our
Trustees or to John Rawson, our architectural adviser (St Andrew’s House, St Andrew’s Road).

In the meantime, if anyone would like a copy of the current edition of the Green Book, do let us know
http://tinyurl.com/ydb9e4tj

Lime Trees in Old High Street

The Lime trees outside the Priory in Old High Street were removed and the Trustees are in discussion with
the City council concerning replanting.

29 Old High Street

We hope to have an update and further news at the AGM. The owner has appealed against refusal of
planning permission issued by the Council for the application to certify that Proposed sub-division of the
existing house to form 2x 2-bed flats and the erection of x3 dwellings to create a 2x 2-bed flat and 1x 1-bed
flat is lawful (planning reference 17/02576/CPU). The appeal will be following the Public Inquiry
procedure and the hearing will be at 10 a.m. on 12 June. A representative of the Friends will attend.

Access to Headington

The situation with regards this project is still under discussion. At present the Council’s intention is to start
the Headley Way works in the summer running to Christmas 2018 (weather permitting). The national
database for roadworks (Elgin) lists the dates for the scheme as 23 April-18 February with a lane closure
alert. The relevant trees are to be felled after checking that there are no birds nesting in them. Work at the
Marsh Lane roundabouts will be as in the original programme. There will be a pre-construction exhibition at
a location/time TBC. The funding allows the reintroduction of the pedestrian crossing on London Road at
the Osler Road bus gate and work began in April and is nearly complete.

Open Gardens

This will be held on Sunday 1 July.

Growers’ Group

In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has been
established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens. If you feel you could help
with this, please contact the trustees on info@foh.org.uk

Appreciation of Stella Welford (1932-2017)

Stella Welford, who died suddenly and unexpectedly on Boxing Day, 2017, was member of the Friends of
Old Headington for many years. She was also our Secretary/Membership Secretary for 13 years (from 1999
to 2012), in which role she was amazingly efficient. Indeed, the word ‘efficient’ featured in all the eulogies
delivered at her memorial service at St Andrew’s Church, and her efficiency is further proven by the fact
that when she retired, her work had to be divided amongst three trustees (we now have a Minutes Secretary,
a Membership Secretary and an Administrative Secretary!). Sarah King recalls that typed minutes of the
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previous evening’s committee meetings (noted down in Pitman’s shorthand) would be
delivered to her door at first light the next morning.

Stella had lived at her charming cottage at 33 Old High Street since 1968, buying the other
end (no. 35) in 1987. The full church at her memorial service was testimony to the enormous esteem in
which she was held by her many friends and neighbours. I think we all learned something new about her
that day. Who knew that she was an accomplished archer? Or about her love of folk music, exotic overseas
travel, theatre, rambling and her interests and work for the Slimbridge Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, the
RNLI and St Michael’s Church, Cumnor?

Stella’s knowledge of the Conservation Area and its residents was compendious and, even after she had
retired, we would constantly call upon her knowledge. She is sadly, and will be sorely, missed by us all.

Appreciation of Lesley Maddock 1922-2017 By Sarah King

Leslie Maddock, who became secretary to the Friends of Old Headington in 1988, was born in 1922 in
Sussex. She spent much of her early childhood with her parents and sisters, Evelyn and Rosemary, in
Bolivia, where her father was working as an engineer. In due course they returned to England and in the
1950s came and settled in Osler Road in Headington.

On retirement, in 1988, Lesley came home to Old Headington, from Edinburgh (where she had worked in
the Scottish Office for several years) and was asked by the committee of the Friends to become secretary – a
position she held for the next 10 years. She worked diligently and with enthusiasm on the Friends’ behalf,
keeping an eye on all the matters that we had to deal with to protect this Conservation Area and, with her
experience of liaising with staff during her several years in the Scotland Office, easing enormously the
dealings between the Friends and the officers of Oxford City Council.

She was a joy to work with but she had two failings which she mentioned at the outset: she was no good at
filing and her writing was impossible to read. She was correct on both points but these shortcomings were
far outweighed by her abilities.

When it became time for Lesley to retire I managed to persuade Stella Welford to become Lesley’s
successor (Stella held the post from 1999-2012). I was lucky indeed during my 17 years as chairman to have
had two such excellent secretaries.

FOH trustees

Trustees are

Peter McCarter (Chairman) Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk
Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk Jinny Blom
Hugh FerrisTreasurer@foh.org.uk Roddy Deans
David Cartwright Laura DiCarlo (co-opted 20 August 2017)
John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk

John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning advisor.

If you have any questions please contact our Website administrator John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk or
Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk



The Friends of Old Headington

Draft Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on

Friday, 12 May 2017 at the Village Hall

Present: Lady (Nancy) Kenny (President), Dr Sonia Brough (Vice-President), and 60 members and
friends.

Peter McCarter (Chairman) welcomed members and friends and chaired the meeting, with Howard Stanbury
(Secretary) assisting.

1. Apologies for absence: received from Brian Aldiss, Jinny Blom, Ellan Derow, Anthony and Celia de
Vere, Vicky Haeri, Claire Harvey, Peggy Howarth, Clive Hurst, Yvonne Jehenson and Peter Dunn,
Bernadette Lavery, Julian and Carmelina Lawton Smith, Karin Osborne, Nell Slocock, Nelly
Stanbury, and Joe & Lowell Winkelman. City Councillor Ruth Wilkinson also sent her apologies.

2. Veronica Hurst

The President, Nancy Kenny, paid tribute to the contribution to the Friends made by Veronica Hurst,
whose untimely death on 14 January 2017 had robbed us of one who had brought a great deal of
energy and commitment to the organisation, helping to mobilise opinion and represent the Friends on
local bodies. Among Veronica’s achievements was the work done in helping steer the Headington
Neighbourhood Plan through to completion and the subsequent approval of the Plan gave recognition
to her efforts to make the local community a better place. The death was also noted of Penny
Richards in 2016 – she was a founding member of the Friends, Chairman, and past President. Among
Veronica’s achievements was the work done in helping steer the Headington Neighbourhood Plan
through to completion and the subsequent approval of the Plan gave recognition to her efforts to
make the local community a better place.

3. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 13 May 2016

After two minor corrections were noted, the adoption of the draft minutes was proposed by Innes
King and seconded by Diana Tickell, and were unanimously approved by the meeting.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes, the Chairman having asked members to raise only
urgent matters, or those not otherwise on the agenda.



5. Treasurer’s Report

The new Treasurer, Hugh Ferris, introduced himself and presented the accounts for 2016.

A surplus of £1,713 was reported (£904 in 2015). Income was up 8% at £2,304, with annual
subscriptions amounting to £960. This reflected an increase in membership following a recruitment
effort during the year. Open Gardens raised £1,174, about the same as 2015. Expenditure (£591) was
less than half that for 2015.

The balance sheet indicated that our current assets and reserves totalled £14,647 on 31/12/2016, up
from £12,934 in the previous year.

In response to an inquiry about whether the Friends were members of the Oxford Preservation Trust,
Howard Stanbury said he would make inquiries and Stella Welford offered to help.

11. Adoption of the Annual Accounts for 2016

The accounts were adopted (proposed Jim Malcolmson, seconded by John Rowling) unanimously.

12. Appointment of independent examiner of the accounts

The Treasurer thanked Adrian Williams for his examination of the accounts. The Chairman proposed
that he be appointed for 2017. This was seconded by Innes King and approved nem. con.

13. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman began by reminding members of the purpose and mission of the Friends as
expressed in our constitution:

… to preserve the rural amenities and village charm of Old Headington and to seek to prevent
the village succumbing to urban pressures. … [To] work actively to encourage and foster the
preservation of the character of the village. At the same time, acknowledging that change is ever
with us, … seek to ensure, when change is being considered, that if made, it is effected only in a
sympathetic fashion …

Membership in 2016 stood at 230 members including 44 life members. He urged members to use
standing orders to facilitate payment of membership: 125 currently do so.

The trustees regretted the loss in the past year of members. In addition to Veronica Hurst and Penny
Richards, mentioned by Nancy Kenny, others included Wattie Fletcher, Penny Glaspole, Very Revd
Bob Jeffrey (Life Member), Judith Lea and Sue Shaw.

Open Gardens

We were pleased to welcome the Lord Mayor, Councillor Altaf Khan, to Open Gardens on 26 June.
The event raised £1,383, or £1,174 net after expenses. The Chairman thanked Jenny Butler for
organising the event; the gardeners who shared their gardens with us; Alison Soskice and colleagues in



the growing group for their work in preparing a successful plant sales stand; and Marilyn North and the
ladies of Otmoor WI for their teas and cakes in the Village Hall.

Winter Meeting

We were pleased to hold this again on Friday 18 November at Ruskin College. The guest speaker was the
eminent landscape architect Hal Moggridge and he spoke on Capability Brown at Blenheim. (Mr
Moggridge was the landscape consultant for the planting at Blenheim Palace, 1981-1999.)

Planning matters

The Headington Neighbourhood Plan - the result of three years’ work by members of the Headington
Neighbourhood Forum (a groups of more than 100 members of the local community including elected
members of Oxford City and Oxfordshire County Councils) - was approved by referendum on 4 May by
3,310 votes in favour to 543 against.

[Subsequent to this AGM, at a full meeting of Oxford City Council on Thursday 20th July 2017 the

Council resolved that the Headington Neighbourhood Plan be ‘made’.]

29 Old High Street

Unfortunately, Councillor Ruth Wilkinson was unable to attend this meeting and so an update on the current
state of play could not be presented. [This long-running saga resumed later in the year when the owner
presented a new application to re-develop the site. This has been rejected by the city council because of the
excessive size and bulk of the proposed extensions and the proximity to the boundary of the site with a
neighbouring house.]

The meeting was updated on developments at Barton Park – work had started on the first phase of homes,
the so-called Mosaics development at the western end of the site. Traffic-light controlled access to Barton
Park would be introduced later in the year with access to Northway limited to buses, emergency vehicles,
bicycles and pedestrians.

The Chairman raised the question of threats to the Conservation Area. The Oxford Spatial Options
Assessment by Oxfordshire County Council on behalf of the Oxfordshire Growth Board had identified
‘land north of Old Headington’ (green field sites from Ruskin Fields in the west to the OPT field to the east)
that might support 550 dwellings by 2031. There are proposals that the Wick Farm site in the Green Belt
north of Barton might support developments of over 2,200 houses. We should remain vigilant to these and
other threats to the Conservation Area.

The question of seeking Article 4 Direction for the Conservation Area had been discussed and reviewed
by the trustees. The history of the issue was reviewed and in the past year had been raised with the city
planners. The city remains ambivalent towards the idea and has expressed the view that their priorities are
elsewhere at the moment. Not all Conservation Areas in the city have character appraisals at the moment
and a handful enjoy Article 4 direction. It was the trustees’ view that we should wait perhaps 24 months
before revisiting the question and that we could perhaps join with others to make progress. [The option
was raised in the trustees’ response to the city’s Local Plan Preferred Options consultation later in the
year.]

The Chairman concluded by thanking the trustees for their support and commitment throughout the year.

We were grateful to John Rawson for his sage advice on planning



applications, and to others who had given us advice from time to time. Finally, warm appreciation was
expressed to Robert Grimley for his role as Acting Chairman, especially during the time of Veronica
Hurst’s illness and afterwards.

The President thanked the Chairman for his report and expressed her own thanks to him and the
Secretary for their hard work in the previous year.

9. Enhancement Award 2017

We were fortunate this year to have more than one nomination, a reflection perhaps of the interest in the
built environment in the Conservation Area and also the fact that residents and others who take on these
tasks strongly respect the history and the setting they are working in. We are fortunate to be able to make
a choice when we decide who the recipients should be.

The trustees decided there would be just one recipient of the Enhancement Award this year, and we were
delighted to announce that the winners for 2017 are

Rachel Croft and James Scott Brown for the extension at 94 Old High Street facing on to St
Andrew’s Road.

The nomination for the award summed up the qualities of the project:

‘In my view this is a successful extension project, which converts an awkward living space into a
pleasant home.

The original stone/brick building fronts Old High Street and St Andrews Road at a central part of
the conservation area. The St Andrews end was messy, having been adapted from Mrs Bond's
shop.

Any acceptable conversion would have to be sympathetic to the neighbouring buildings; this I
feel has been considered and deserves recognition. The size of the extension; the choice of
building materials; the attention to matching brick work and suitable windows all achieve a
welcome outcome and enhancement of the conservation area.’

The Chairman offered congratulations to the winners, and presented a framed award to James.

10. Election of Committee Members

Four nominations had been received by the deadline of 8 p.m. on 5 May, all of whom were current
trustees; three, having come to the end of their terms of office, were willing to be re-elected and one co-
opted trustees was now seeking election. The following were duly elected en bloc:

Jinny Blom (Proposer David Cartwright, Seconder Julie Harrod) Hugh Ferris
(Proposer Howard Stanbury, Seconder Robert Grimley) Julie Harrod (Proposer Robert
Grimley, Seconder John Clarke) Howard Stanbury (Proposer Jinny Blom, Seconder
Peter McCarter)



11. Any other business

Matters raised included:

1. Marian Brown pointed out that the pavement running from Emden House towards the centre of the
village, on the north side of Barton Lane had an adverse camber which made it difficult for less-able
users to use. [Subsequent to the meeting the city council repaired this path.]

2. Tony Kenny encouraged the trustees to promote bee-friendly initiatives in gardens and open spaces
in the village, perhaps through the use of an annual award for the most bee-friendly space. The difficulty
of judging such an award was pointed out, and it was also stated that the PCC was encouraging a wild
part of the churchyard, and this might be co-opted to use bee-friendly species.

3. Peter Shaw inquired what plans there were for the assets of the Friends. This is a topic under
discussion by the trustees but an immediate need had been identified to move reserve funds into more
productive savings and investment accounts, and a general principle had been agreed for enacting this.

4. John Tiffany remarked that the volume of traffic in the centre of the village is getting worse.
Results of recent initiatives by the Friends to review traffic were summarised, and the matter
remains under review.

5. Innes King remarked that ambulances seem to be using the Osler Road entrance to the JR Hospital,
resulting in difficulties in Osler Road itself.

6. Julie Harrod suggested that initiatives might be taken to allow increased movement of
hedgehogs between gardens through the creation of tunnels or holes between gardens.

There being no other business, the formal part of the meeting closed, and members enjoyed
refreshments and informal discussion.
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The Friends of Old Headington

President: Lady Kenny | Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough

Chairman of the trustees: Peter McCarter, Monckton Cottage, Old High Street, Oxford

OX3 9HW E chairman@foh.org.uk T 01865 751471W foh.org.uk

Nomination for Enhancement Award 2018

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that of the
Trustees, has enhanced the conservation area. To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since
the last AGM and visible from the street. Please send your suggestions to the Secretary (address below ) by
8 pm on Friday 11 May 2018.

I wish to nominate

Name …………………………………………………………………………

Address …………………………………………………………………………

Telephone / Email …………………………………………………………………………………..

Reason for nomination …………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Photographs in support of
the nomination are welcome, and can be submitted by email to the Secretary

Signed ………………………………………………………

Proposer ………………………………………………………

Address / telephone ……………………………………………………..

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road,

Oxford OX3 9DL E

secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022



10

The Friends of Old Headington

President: Lady Kenny | Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough

Chairman of the trustees: Peter McCarter, Monckton Cottage, Old High Street, Oxford OX3

9HW E chairman@foh.org.uk T 01865 751471W foh.org.uk

Trustee nomination form 2018

We wish to nominate ………………………………………………………

Address ………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

Telephone ………………………………………………………

E-mail ………………………………………………………

Proposer ………………………………………………………

Seconder ……………………………………………………..

I am willing to accept this nomination

Signed: ……………………………………………………..

Date: ………………………………………………………

This form must be completed and returned to the Secretary (address below) by 8pm on Friday 11 May 2018.

Secretary: Howard Stanbury, 29 St Andrews Road,

Oxford OX3 9DL E

secretary@foh.org.uk T 01865 764022
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Winter Meeting 2017 - Professor Sir Muir Gray
We are pleased to announce that this year our Winter Meeting will be held at Ruskin College, Dunstan
Road, at 8 pm on Friday 3 November in the ‘Performance Space’ (2nd floor, Rooms 2.09/2.10, main
building). The talk will be followed by drinks and nibbles; members and non-members alike are very
welcome to attend.

Residents will no doubt be familiar with the gravestone in St Andrew's churchyard

HERE LYETH JOHN
WHO TO YE KING DID BELONG
HE LIV’D TO BE OLD
AND YET DYED YOUNG

A companion stone answers the riddle, but our guest speaker Professor Sir Muir Gray, author of the
book Sod Seventy! will give a talk entitled The Elixir of Life: How to Stay Young in Old Headington.

If we keep fit, keep our brains active, with a spot of good fortune we can be living a rewarding, active life
into our eighties, nineties and beyond, just like John Young over three hundred years ago.

AGM
The AGM was held on 12 May; the minutes can be viewed at https://tinyurl.com/y7wy85qx. Paper copies
of the minutes will be distributed to those on our list of members without internet access; any non-
members who would like a printed copy should contact one of the Trustees listed below.

News of members
Dennis Mack Smith died in July and Brian Aldiss in August. As they were both well-known writers,
there were many obituaries. We have just been informed that Leslie Maddock, Secretary of the Friends
between 1988 and 1998, died on 12 October. We will post the date of her funeral on the website, when
known.

Headington Neighbourhood Plan
The latest consultation concluded on 7 October 2016 and the City Council appointed John Slater as an
independent external inspector to examine the draft Plan. There were 20 responses made to the Plan of
which nine were from individuals and eleven were from organisations. The City Council received the
Examiner's Report on the Headington Neighbourhood Plan in January 2017. Following a meeting on 9
March 2017, the City Executive Board agreed with the Examiner's recommendations. The modified Plan
proceeded to a referendum on March 4 on the question ‘Do you want Oxford City Council to use the
neighbourhood plan for Headington to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?’.
The Plan was approved by 86% of voters (3,310 in favour, 543 against) with a 38% turnout.

Planning Matters
The future of 29 Old High Street remains an ongoing planning issue. A new planning application
submitted in June was refused on 24 August.
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Ruskin College submitted a planning application in September to build a four-storey,
65-bed student accommodation block (replacing the Bowen Building); and a separate two/three-storey,
30-bed student block on the south east of the Ruskin campus.

Advice on planning
The Trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of
the conservation area. Our correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning section of our
website at http://tinyurl.com/pl989kd .

If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property, or undertaking alterations which
will be visible from the road, we may be able to offer useful suggestions, help to smooth the process and
keep nearby residents up-to-date. Guidance documents are highlighted on the home page of our website
foh.org.uk

Access to Headington and the Heat Pipe
Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust completed their Energy Link on August 10. The City
Council has obtained funding of £50,000 to investigate installation of further shared energy/heat pipes in
Headington and Oxford and the possibility of a power plant at the Warneford. We hope that lessons have
been learned by regulatory and planning authorities in how to cooperate with residents when carrying out
these projects.

The County Council plans to implement Access to Headington roadworks in stages rather than as one
major construction project. Work on Churchill Drive and Old Road is due to be completed in mid-
December. Work on Headley Way and Cherwell Drive is scheduled to start in early 2018.

Open Gardens
This was held on 25 June, and was a great success, thanks not just to the weather, but also to the hard
work and enthusiasm of local residents. The takings enabled us to add to our contingency funds, which
are used for professional advice, to improve the conservation area, and to donate to like-minded causes.
Pictures can be viewed at https://tinyurl.com/ybfpykng
The total raised was £1375 (£1,467 in 2016):

Growers’ Group
Plant stall: £314 (£308) Postcards, notelets, books: £223 (£38)

Entrance fees: £818 (£1,075) New membership subs: £20 (£45) [2016 figures in brackets]

We have a growers’ group to produce interesting plants for sale on the Plant Stall at Open Gardens. If you
would like to help with this, please contact the Trustees on info@foh.org.uk.

Bury Knowle Park
You may know that there is a Friends’ Group to protect, conserve and enhance Bury Knowle Park as a
place of recreation, enjoyment and play in a natural setting for the long-term benefit of all sections of the
community. It liaises with staff from the Parks Department to help achieve this. You can find more
information on their website: https://buryknowlepark.wordpress.com/
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Dunstan Park
On each Thursday in October, between 9 am and 12 noon, Council Countryside Volunteers are working
in Dunstan Park to improve biodiversity (e.g. by rescuing the tufa-forming spring). The aim is to draw
attention to the Park and encourage people to visit it. Anyone is welcome to join the Volunteers. The
expert Ecologist, Dr Judy Webb, will record species (a protection for the park against building) and
explain the ecology. Coffee and tea are provided.

The Old Headington Village Hall Management Committee has sent thanks for a generous and positive
response to all who donated to the ‘Sponsor A Vinca’ fundraising project. In total, £1,536.50 was raised
from donations by cheque, cash and BT My Donate page.

Subscriptions for 2017
Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those
who still owe £5 for their 2017 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street,
OX3 9HW. We encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment to do
so for 2018, as this saves time and effort for both parties. Forms can be downloaded from the website,
and copies are available from the Membership Secretary.

Note that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a
declaration so that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this way.
Forms are available on the website at http://tinyurl.com/zp3gbuk

FOH Trustees
The following members were elected as trustees at the AGM: Jinny Blom, Hugh Ferris, Julie Harrod, and
Howard Stanbury.

The constitution provides that the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by the trustees at
their first meeting following the AGM, and they accordingly re-elected Peter McCarter as chairman,
Hugh Ferris as (Treasurer), and Howard Stanbury as Secretary.

Laura DiCarlo was co-opted by email vote of FOH trustees on 20 August.

Robert Grimley did not seek re-election and the current Trustees wish to thank him for his service and
advice to the Friends.

Peter McCarter (Chairman) chairman@foh.org.uk 01865
751471

Howard Stanbury secretary@foh.org.uk

Laura DiCarlo Roddy Deans
Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk David Cartwright
John Clarke (Website administrator)
john.clarke@foh.org.uk

Hugh Ferris
Jinny Blom
John Rawson is the Trustees' adviser on planning matters
The President is Nancy Kenny and Sonia Brough is Vice-President
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Annual General Meeting 12th May 2017 
We are pleased to announce that this year our AGM will be held in the Village Hall, 
Dunstan Road, at 8 pm on Friday 12 May.  The outline Agenda is shown 
below.  Non-members are very welcome, but please note that only those who can show a 2017 
membership card may vote.  All 2017 membership cards will be delivered before the AGM for those 
who have paid by standing order, but if you need to renew your membership, or would like to join, 
do come in before 8 o’clock; we will be available from 7.30.  It would helpful if those with standing 
orders for later in the year could amend these to make them payable in January.  Refreshments will 
be provided after the meeting. 

We are seeking nominations for trustees.  In accordance with the Trust Deed four trustees' terms 
expire at this AGM. Of the four, three intend to seek re-election and we still seek nominees for other 
trustees. The Secretary must receive nominations by 8 pm on Friday 5 May. Forms can be obtained 
from the Secretary by emailing secretary@foh.org.uk.  

Agenda 
1. Apologies for absence 

2. Appreciation of Veronica Hurst 

3. Adoption of the draft minutes of the AGM held on Friday 13 May 2016 (available at 
https://tinyurl.com/fohminutes2016) 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to essential items) 

5. Honorary Treasurer’s report  

6. Adoption of annual accounts for 2016 

7. Appointment of independent examiner of the accounts 

8. Chairman’s Report 

9. Thanks to the Chairman and Treasurer 

10. Announcement of Enhancement Award 2017 

11. Election of trustees 

12. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern  

Subscriptions for 2017 
Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if 
those who still owe £5 for their 2017 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old 
High Street, OX3 9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for 
their annual payment to do so for 2017, as this saves time and effort for all concerned.  Forms can be 
downloaded from the website, and copies are available from the Membership Secretary. Please note 
that membership costs £5 per person - not per property.  

Now that we have Gift Aid status, we encourage eligible members to sign a Gift Aid declaration, as 
this maximizes our subscription income.  Forms are available on the website at 
https://tinyurl.com/fohforms and paper copies will be available at the AGM. 

Enhancement award  
This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that has enhanced the conservation area.   
Proposals must be for work completed since the last AGM and which is visible from the 
street.  Please send your suggestions to Howard Stanbury (secretary@foh.org.uk or at 29 St 
Andrew’s Road) by May 5 using this form https://tinyurl.com/fohenhancement.  The trustees 
welcome proposals from residents, but if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not 
to make the award. 



Friends of Old Headington Spring Newsletter April 2017 

President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough 
Page 2 of 2          Printing courtesy of Scott Fraser Estate Agents 

Planning matters 
At their meeting 9 March the City Council Executive Board endorsed the 
Headington Neighbourhood Plan and approved its progress to a referendum to be 
held on 4 May coinciding with the local elections. The Board complimented the Neighbourhood Plan 
Forum for its achievement in being the first in Oxford to produce a Plan. 

Bury Knowle car parking issues 
There are concerns about misuse of the car park in Bury Knowle Park by shoppers, local residents 
and commuters. The City Council offered to incorporate the car park into the network of City 
Council car parks, which would mean charging for tickets and increasing the size to make the 
upgrade cost-effective. The trustees’ view is to keep things as they are and support efforts to ensure 
that the facility is not abused to the detriment of library- and park-users. We feel that extending the 
car park is not acceptable, and restricting parking to blue-badge-holders seems unfair to other 
legitimate users. 

29 Old High Street We hope to have an update and further news at the AGM. 

Advice on planning  
The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character 
of the conservation area; relevant correspondence can be seen in the planning corner section of our 
website at https://tinyurl.com/fohplanning If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to 
your property, do let us know, as we may be able to offer useful suggestions to keep the process 
running smoothly. 

Access to Headington - The second phase of work on the Slade is expected to take 6 months.  

Hospital energy pipe project - The target completion date is the end of May with the London Road 
work carried out over 3-28 April. 

Open Gardens - This will be held on Sunday 25 June. 

Growers’ group 
We have set up a group to grow plants to sell at Open Gardens. The aim is to have a range of 
interesting items to sell – perennials, shrubs, herbs etc. – so if you would like to help by propagating 
material from your own garden, please contact Alison Soskice at mailto:asoskice@tiscali.co.uk  

Memories of Veronica 1949-2017 
We were deeply saddened by the death of Veronica Hurst in January; she had been our Chairman 
from 2013 until last year’s AGM, when she had to retire because of ill health. She had an impressive 
knowledge of the area and its people, and she devoted many hours to safeguarding the distinctive 
character of Old Headington by representing us on various consultations and working groups. We 
shall miss her for that, and for the sheer love of life which infused her leadership. 

We offer our deep sympathy to her husband, Clive, and with his permission and help we are putting 
on record our affection and gratitude by bringing together the tributes paid at her funeral by friends 
representing various aspects of her life. They will be available as a booklet at our AGM in May, and 
at about the same time they will be available to download from our website. 

FOH trustees  

Peter McCarter chairman@foh.org.uk Howard Stanbury secretary@foh.org.uk 
Robert Grimley Press@foh.org.uk 07812 436831 Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk 
Hugh Ferris Treasurer@foh.org.uk  Roddy Deans (elected March 2016) 
David Cartwright  
John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk 

John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning advisor. If you have any questions please contact our 
Website administrator john.clarke@foh.org.uk or Howard Stanbury secretary@foh.org.uk  
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Winter Meeting 2016  ‘Capability Brown at Blenheim’ 

We are pleased to announce that this year our Winter Meeting will be held at Ruskin 
College, Dunstan Road, at 8 pm on Friday 18 November in the ‘Performance Space’ (2nd floor, Rooms 
2.09/2.10, main building).  Hal Moggridge, Emeritus Professor of Landscape Architecture at Sheffield 
University and past President of the Landscape Institute, will talk on Capability Brown’s background and 
career and his work at Blenheim in the 18th century. He will also say something about the planting restoration 
work that his practice, Colvin & Moggridge, carried out at Blenheim Palace for the late Duke from 1981 to 
1999.  The talk will be followed by drinks and nibbles; members and non-members alike are very welcome to 
attend. 

AGM 

The AGM was held on 13 May; the minutes can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/zmyzpng  paper copies of the 
minutes will be distributed to those on our list of members without internet access; any non-members who 
would like a printed copy, should contact one of the Trustees listed below. 

News of members  

Veronica Hurst stepped down as Chairman after the AGM due to ill health. Our warm appreciation of her 
work for the Friends is recorded in the AGM minutes 

Three members have passed away since our Spring newsletter; Chris Wilkes, Principal of Ruskin College and 
a good friend to our trustees died very suddenly. One of his priorities was to build stronger relations between 
the College and the local community, and in that he made significant progress in his all too short time as 
Principal, for which the Friends, and many others in Old Headington have been very grateful.  

Penny Richards a founder member, former chairman and president died aged 96 - an obituary was sent to 
members by email and can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/z8w89vh 

Dr Wattie Fletcher 1934-2016 one of the country’s leading radiologists was one of those responsible for 
introducing high-quality angiographic investigation and treatment for peripheral vascular disease into the 
Radiology Department in Oxford. A fuller obituary can be seen at http://tinyurl.com/z67g4sc 

Headington Neighbourhood Plan  

The latest consultation concluded on 7 October 2016 and the City Council has appointed an independent 
external inspector to examine the draft Plan. If the inspector confirms that the Plan is satisfactory it will be the 
subject of a public referendum programmed for May 2017. Further information is available at 
http://headingtonplan.org.uk/ 

Planning Matters 

The major planning issue in the conservation area remains the unresolved question as to the future of 29 Old 
High Street. We have asked the City Council for an update on their efforts to enforce improvements to the 
house. 

Access to Headington and the Heat Pipe 

Oxford City Council granted planning permission for the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
Energy Link to Vital Energi with a provisional start date of mid November.   A concise summary of the 
project can be viewed at http://www.tonyox3.com/tag/heatpipe/ and Oxford University Hospital’s page at 
http://www.ouh.nhs.uk/about/developments/energy/ 

The County Council plans to implement the proposed work on Access to Headington in stages rather than as 
one major construction project with work starting in mind October. This allows greater coordination with 
other road works and activities that may need to be done in the area to minimise disruption. Further 
information is available at http://tinyurl.com/h3gohqk 
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Advice on planning  

The Trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the 
character of the conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner 
section of our website at http://tinyurl.com/pl989kd . 

If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property, or undertaking alterations which will 
be visible from the public way, we would appreciate being informed, as we may be able to offer useful 
suggestions, and/or help to keep the process running smoothly and nearby residents up to date. 

Open Gardens 

This was held on 26 June, and was a great success, thanks not just to the weather, but also to the hard work 
and enthusiasm of local residents.  The takings enabled us to add to our contingency funds, which are used for 
professional advice, to improve the conservation area, and to donate to like-minded causes. Pictures can be 
viewed at http://tinyurl.com/zuj99cq 

The total raised was £1,466.80 (£1499.30 in 2015). This breaks down as: 

Plant stall: £308.50 (£483.00) Postcards, Notelets, Books etc.: £38.30  (£47.30) 

Entrance: £1,075 (£944.00) New membership subs: £45.00 (£25.00) [2015 figures in brackets] 
 

Growers Group 

In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has been 
established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens.  If you feel you could help 
with this, please contact the Trustees on info@foh.org.uk. 

The Friends of Bury Knowle Park aim to protect, conserve and enhance Bury Knowle Park as a place of 
recreation, enjoyment, and play in a natural setting for the long term benefit of all sections of the community, 
liaising with staff from the Parks department to help achieve this. https://buryknowlepark.wordpress.com/ 

Subscriptions for 2016 

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those who 
still owe £5 for their 2016 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, OX3 
9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment to do so 
for 2017, as this saves time and effort for you and for us.  Forms can be downloaded from the website, and 
copies are available from the Membership Secretary. 

Note that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a declaration 
so that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this way. Forms are 
available on the website at http://tinyurl.com/zp3gbuk 

FOH Trustees 

The constitution provides that the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by the trustees at their 
first meeting following the AGM, and they have elected Peter McCarter, a resident of Old Headington since 
1997. He spent much of the first ten years of this period living and working abroad as a tropical forest 
management adviser to various overseas governments. Now semi-retired and living at Monckton Cottage, 
Peter has been our Treasurer of FOH for the past year. 

Peter McCarter (Chairman) chairman@foh.org.uk 01865 
751471 

Howard Stanbury secretary@foh.org.uk 

Robert Grimley press@foh.org.uk 07812 436831 Roddy Deans 
Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk David Cartwright 
John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk Hugh Ferris  
John Rawson is the Trustees' adviser on planning matters 
The President is Nancy Kenny and Sonia Brough is Vice-President  
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Annual General Meeting 13th May 2016 
We are pleased to announce that this year our AGM will be held at Ruskin College, Dunstan Road, 
at 8 pm on Friday 13 May.  The outline Agenda is shown below.  Non-members are very welcome, 
but please note that only those who can show a 2016 membership card may vote.  All 2016 
membership cards will be delivered before the AGM for those who have paid by standing order, but 
if you need to renew your membership, or would like to join, do come in before 8.00; we will be 
available from 7.30.  It would helpful if those with Standing Orders for later in the year could 
amend these so that they are payable in January.  Refreshments will be provided after the meeting. 

We are seeking nominations for trustees.  In accordance with the Trust Deed, the Secretary must 
receive nominations by 8 pm on Friday 6 May.  Forms can be obtained from the Secretary by 
emailing secretary@foh.org.uk.  

Agenda 
1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 8 May 2015 (attached) 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the 
essential) 

4. Honorary Treasurer’s report  

5. Adoption of annual accounts for 2015 (attached) 

6. Appointment of Auditor 

7. Chairman’s Report 

8. Thanks to the Retiring Chairman 

9. Enhancement Award 2016 (attached)  

10. Election of Trustees (attached)  

11. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern  

Subscriptions for 2016 
Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if 
those who still owe £5 for their 2016 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old 
High Street, OX3 9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for 
their annual payment to do so for 2016, as this saves time and effort for you and for us.  Forms can 
be downloaded from the website, and copies are available from the Membership Secretary. Please 
note that this is £5 per person - not per property.  

Now that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a 
declaration so that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this 
way.  Forms available on the website at  http://foh.org.uk/s16/3in1form.pdf  and as above, and 
trustees will help with Gift Aid declarations at the AGM. 

Enhancement award 
This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that 
of the Trustees, has enhanced the conservation area.  To qualify, any proposal must be for work 
completed since the last AGM and visible from the street.  Please send your suggestions to Howard 
Stanbury (secretary@foh.org.uk or at 29 St Andrew’s Road) by May 6 using this form 
http://foh.org.uk/s16/nominationforenhancementaward2016.pdf.  The trustees welcome proposals 
from residents, but if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not to make the award. 



President: Lady Kenny Vice-President: Dr Sonia Brough 
Page 2 of 72          Printing courtesy of Scott Fraser Estate Agents 

Planning Matters 

Bury Knowle car parking issues 
There are increasing concerns about misuse of the car park in Bury Knowle Park by shoppers, local 
residents and even commuters. An officer of the City Council came to respond to these concerns at 
a recent Ward Focus at the request of our Councillors.  The solution that he offered was to 
incorporate it into the network of City Council car parks, which would mean increasing the size of it 
to make the upgrade cost-effective, and charging for tickets, which requires users to enter their 
vehicle registration number, which can then be checked automatically for overstaying by the 
Council’s automatic number plate recognition van.  Those present unanimously opposed this on 
grounds that included: loss of green space; visual intrusiveness; and increased danger to children 
playing in that part of the park.  There was also a problem of the level of charges: if it were at the 
Council's normal parks rate, which is lower than the nearby car-park at the back of Waitrose, an 
unintended consequence could be increased use by shoppers, whereas if it were at the same rate it 
could be seen as too expensive by library and park users.  

This proposal has now been taken off the table; a sign specifying the maximum stay will be erected, 
but for administrative and legal reasons there can currently be no mechanism for issuing penalties 
for overstaying.  The Friends will continue discussions with our local Councillors about possible 
ways around this problem. 

Congratulations are in order for the Friends of Bury Knowle Park on the award of a £12,000 grant 
from Tesco under the Bags of Help project for improvement of the sensory garden. Tesco customers 
cast over 8 million votes across England, Scotland and Wales. 
 

Barton Park 
On Wednesday 2 March the city council granted planning permission for the first 237 homes to be 
built on the Barton Park development site.  Work is expected to start later in 2016 and in a related 
development, £4m has been allocated for regeneration projects in the existing Barton estate. 

29 Old High Street 
We hope to have an update and further news at the AGM. 

Advice on planning  
The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character 
of the conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner 
section of our website at http://tinyurl.com/n2apazm If you are thinking of submitting an application 
relating to your property we would appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able to offer 
useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the process running smoothly. 

Access to Headington 
The revised proposals for this are out for consultation.  There were public exhibitions at four 
venues, including St Andrew's School on the London Road.  The proposals merit careful 
consideration and it should be noted that Osler Road is no longer targeted for work, which is good 
news for the green verges.  Among the notable impacts in the scheme are proposals to remove on-
street parking from Windmill Road and Headley Way and to add a new pedestrian crossing across 
London Road bus gate at the junction with Osler Road.  The deadline for opinions to be submitted 
to the council was March 25 
(https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/Headington_TRO/consultationHome) 

An additional consultation on 25 speed bumps at road junctions between side roads and the main 
Headington roads took place with an end date of April 8 
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/HeadingtonSideRoadEntry/consultationHome 
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Hospitals' energy pipe project 
The current state of this project is that the contractors are required to submit a planning application 
and an early attempt to do this has been declared invalid for want of, among other things, an 
acceptable traffic management plan.  The planning process will resume with a full consultation 
period when an acceptable submission is provided. 

The Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has issued a fresh statement about the heat 
pipe: http://www.ouh.nhs.uk/news/article.aspx?id=440   Vital Energi now aim to submit a planning 
application in time for consideration at the East Area Planning Committee meeting in June. This 
will propose an alternative route for the pipe as well as the original one.  

Open Gardens  

This will be held on Sunday 26 June. 

Growers’ Group 
In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has 
been established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens.  If you feel 
you could help with this, please contact the trustees on info@foh.org.uk  

Memory of Ray Wilsdon (1921-2015) by Hugh Ferris 
It is neither possible nor fair to attempt to transpose into a few words 
a fitting tribute to Ray Wilsdon who sadly passed away on December 
5.  Suffice to say that when he wasn't Beagling (perhaps one of his 
greatest passions) or trapping, plucking, or drawing the spoils of 
other country pursuits, or sharing a Gin and Tonic with close friends 
and family, then he was 'Treasuring'. 

Briefly, Ray was involved with 'The Friends' from its commencement 
in 1960 and was appointed Treasurer from 1986 to 
2004.  Subsequently, he was appointed Vice President of The 
Friends, but also became Treasurer of the Parish Hall. In this latter 
role he demonstrated approachability, adaptability, and detailed 
attention to running costs - particularly Utilities Costs. 

One time, with Quarterly bills approaching, Ray (whilst diligently 
reading electricity meters) was seized upon by the newly appointed 
caretaker's recently acquired Jack Russell terrier who set about the “intruder’s” ankles with spirited 
vengeance. 

Blood drawn and bandages applied, Ray (always with an eye to running costs) suggested further 
security for the Parish Hall was no longer required! Thereafter, yet another canine friendship grew, 
such that eleven years later, the terrier is still there! A Treasurer, to be treasured, indeed. 

Chris Wilkes RIP 

Just before Easter we were deeply saddened to hear of the sudden death of Dr Chris Wilkes, 
Principal of Ruskin College. He was devoted to the College, and had served as its General Secretary 
for 22 years, before being appointed Principal two years ago, after an unsettled period in its life. His 
colleagues esteemed him highly for his leadership, his integrity and his personal warmth. One of his 
priorities was to build stronger relations between the College and the local community, and in that 
he made significant progress in his all too short time as Principal, for which the Friends and many 
in Old Headington have been very grateful. We offer our deep sympathy to his partner Jane, and to 
his family and colleagues. 

FOH trustees 
As many members will know, our Chairman, Veronica Hurst, had to miss the last AGM and the 
Winter Meeting because of successive periods of ill health, though in fact she has been very active 
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in the affairs of The Friends before and after these meetings, and she has continued to discharge her 
responsibilities as a Trustee.  However, she has decided with great regret, that the right thing would 
be not to seek re-election as a trustee when her current term expires at this year’s AGM, and this 
means that she will relinquish the chairmanship.  Her fellow-trustees were very sad to hear this at 
their March meeting, and they put on record their enormous gratitude and admiration for the 
leadership that she has given since her election as Chairman in 2013, and for the very many hours 
work she has devoted to meetings with outside bodies to secure the best interests of the people and 
environment of Old Headington.  A fuller tribute will be paid at the AGM. 

Trustees are 

Veronica Hurst (Chairman) Howard Stanbury (Secretary) 
secretary@foh.org.uk 

Robert Grimley(Acting Chairman) 07812 
436831 Press@foh.org.uk 

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk 

Peter McCarter Treasurer@foh.org.uk (co-
opted August  2015) 

Hugh Ferris 

David Cartwright Roddy Deans (co-opted March 2016)  
John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk 

 
John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning advisor. 
 
If you have any questions please contact our Website administrator John Clarke 
john.clarke@foh.org.uk or Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk  

 

Post Script 

If any Friends would like or can use some Headington stone – to build or repair walls – Peter 
McCarter at Monckton Cottage (56 Old High Street) has a surplus. Several tons of various sizes are 
available. You will need to be able to collect, but assistance with loading can be offered. E-mail 
(petermccarter@msn.com) or telephone (01865 751471) or call by.  
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Winter Meeting 2015 

We are pleased to announce that this year our Winter Meeting will be held at Ruskin College, Dunstan Road, 
at 8 pm on Friday 6 November.  Sarah Street, Professor of Film and Foundation Chair of Drama at Bristol 
University will be giving a talk on film noir ‒ Hollywood classics of the 1940s with a ‘dark’ mood or theme, 
(think Bogart, Stanwyck) ‒ illustrated by clips from atmospheric examples of the genre.  The talk will be 
followed by drinks and nibbles; members and non-members alike are very welcome to attend. 

AGM 

The AGM was held on 8 May; the minutes can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/od9wufe Paper copies of the 
minutes will be distributed to those on our list of members without internet access; any non-members who 
would like a printed copy, should contact one of the Trustees listed below. 

Headington Neighbourhood Plan 

The summer consultation concluded in August and results are being analysed.  These will be presented at the 
Headington Neighbourhood Forum on 2 October 2015 at Green room, Headington Hill Hall, Oxford 
Brookes. 

Planning Matters 

The major planning issue in the conservation area remains the unresolved question as to the future of 29 Old 
High Street. We have asked the City Council for an update on their efforts to enforce improvements to the 
house. 

Advice on planning  

The Trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of the 
conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our 
website at http://tinyurl.com/pl989kd .   

If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property, or undertaking alterations which 
will be visible from the public way, we would appreciate being informed, as we may be able to offer useful 
suggestions, and/or help to keep the process running smoothly and nearby residents up to date. 

Traffic issues 

The presentation on traffic in Old Headington at the spring AGM covered a lot of ground and presented an 
evidence base for what is happening with traffic speeds and volumes and road accidents in the Conservation 
Area.  The slides that were presented are available from the Friends’ web site at http://tinyurl.com/ppj5cqp.  In 
recent months there have been two major consultations on traffic and transport in Headington – as part of the 
Headington Neighbourhood Plan and separately in the county council's Access to Headington proposals. The 
Trustees' comments are available from the web site http://tinyurl.com/pap6sbx.  (if you would like a paper copy 
please contact one of the Trustees). 

The revised transport component of the Neighbourhood Plan will be available following the Neighbourhood 
Forum. The county council consultation on Access to Headington closed on 7 August and we shall continue 
to monitor this and its implications for our neighbourhood. 

Street Lights 

If a street light has failed, you can report it online or by phone.  Please note that you'll need to supply the 
lamp's number (normally found on the street side of the column a few feet up), and enough local detail to 
help County Council engineers locate it. 

Report it online:  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting or by phone on a free 24 hour 
number: 0800 317802. 

Open Gardens 
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This was held on 28 June, and was a great success, thanks not just to the weather, but also to the hard work 
and enthusiasm of local residents.  The takings enabled us to add to our contingency funds, which are used 
for professional advice, to improve the conservation area, and to donate to like-minded causes. 

 

 

The total raised was £1474.30. This breaks down as: 

Plant stall: £483.00 (£212) 
Notelets, etc.: £47.30 
Entrance: £944.00 (£1311)       2014 figures in brackets 

Growers Group 

In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has been 
established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens.  If you feel you could help 
with this, please contact the Trustees on info@foh.org.uk. 

The Friends of Bury Knowle Park aim to protect, conserve and enhance Bury Knowle Park as a place of 
recreation, enjoyment, and play in a natural setting for the long term benefit of all sections of the community, 
liaising with staff from the Parks department to help achieve this.  Past projects have included building bird 
boxes with local children, planting a Jubilee oak tree, bulb planting and (during this last year) recreating and 
replanting the sensory garden.  They welcome new members (£2 individual or £3 for a family.)   

Their AGM will be held in St Andrew’s School hall on Thursday 14 January 2016 at 6.30, preceded by light 
refreshments from 6.15.  

Contact email: buryknowle@googlemail.com  

Subscriptions for 2015 

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those who 
still owe £5 for their 2015 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, OX3 
9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment to do so 
for 2015, as this saves time and effort for you and for us.  Forms can be downloaded from the website, and 
copies are available from the Membership Secretary. 

Note that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a declaration 
so that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this way. Forms are 
available on the website at http://tinyurl.com/jvsejvx 

FOH Trustees 

Trustees from July 2015 are 

Veronica Hurst (Chairman) chairman@foh.org.uk  01865  Robert Grimley press@foh.org.uk  07812 436831 

Peter McCarter treasurer@foh.org.uk Howard Stanbury secretary@foh.org.uk 

Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk David Cartwright Hugh Ferris 

John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk  

John Rawson is the Trustees' adviser on planning matters 

The President is Nancy Kenny and Sonia Brough is Vice-President  

 

We would like to thank Sonia Bhatt for her untiring and dedicated work as treasurer and welcome Peter 
McCarter as a trustee and as the new treasurer. 
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If you have any questions please contact our Website administrator John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk or 
Veronica Hurst (Chairman) 01865  chairman@foh.org.uk.
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Annual General Meeting 8th May 2015 

We are pleased to announce that this year our AGM will be held at Ruskin College, 
 Dunstan Road, at 8 pm on Friday 8 May. (This venue was very popular for our winter meeting, and so 
we think that members would like to experiment with it for our AGM.) 

The outline Agenda is shown below.  Non-members are very welcome, but please note that only those 
who can show a 2015 membership card may vote.  All 2015 membership cards should be delivered 
before the AGM, but if you need to renew your membership, or would like to join, do come in before 
8.00; we will be available from 7.30.  Refreshments will be provided after the meeting. 

We are seeking nominations for trustees (formerly known as committee members). In accordance with 
the Trust Deed, which was adopted following the vote at the 2014 AGM, nominations must be received 
by the Secretary by 8 pm on Friday 1 May. Forms can be obtained from the Secretary by emailing 
secretary@foh.org.uk.  

Agenda 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 16 May 2014 (available at http://tinyurl.com/m7knn3c) 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the essential) 

4. Honorary Treasurer’s report  

5. Adoption of annual accounts for 2014  (available at http://tinyurl.com/p32nhhn) 

6. Appointment of Auditor 

7. Chairman’s Report 

8. Old Headington Transport update 

9. Enhancement Award 2015 

10. Election of Trustees 

11. Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern  

Subscriptions for 2015 

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those who 
still owe £5 for their 2015 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, 
OX3 9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual 
payment to do so for 2015, as this saves time and effort for you and for us.  Forms can be downloaded 
from the website, and copies are available from the Membership Secretary. 

Now that the Friends has Gift Aid status, we are keen that as many members as are eligible sign a 
declaration so that income from subscriptions is maximized; do please consider helping us in this way.  
Forms available on the website at  http://tinyurl.com/jvsejvx as above, and trustees will help with Gift Aid 
declarations at the AGM. 

Planning Matters 

Bury Knowle Park Depot: There was a technical problem with some of the solar panels for the new housing in the 
Park, but this has now been resolved, and the project is close to completion.  The Friends will be monitoring 
damage done to the cobbles in North Place.  Please let us know if you have other concerns. 

Barton Park: in February 2015 the City Council and Grosvenor partnership secured reserved matters planning 
approval for the public realm and infrastructure works that lay the foundation for the first phase of development 
west of Barton.  Work on tree-planting and hedges is currently under way. 

29 Old High Street: as reported in the local press in March, the Council cannot proceed with its prosecution of Mr 
Young for failing to comply with the notice to put his property at 29 Old High Street into good repair.  He has 
argued that the proceedings should have been brought within 6 months from the date he failed to comply with the 
Council’s notice (which was 12 March 2012).  The lawyer for the City Council has found that Mr Young is right, 
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and has asked the Court to dismiss the case.  Cllr Wilkinson has arranged a meeting later this month with the Chief 
Executive of the City Council to push for an explanation and to ask what happens next.  The Council could take 
direct action in the matter, since the notice remains valid and in force, and compliance with it could be enforced, or 
a fresh notice could be issued.  We hope to update members at the AGM.  

Advice on planning  

The trustees continue to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of the 
conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our 
website at http://tinyurl.com/n2apazm If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property we 
would appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the 
process running smoothly. 

Enhancement award 

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately that of the Trustees, 
has enhanced the conservation area.  To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since the last AGM and 
visible from the street.  Please send your suggestions to Howard Stanbury (secretary@foh.org.uk)  by the end of April.  
The trustees welcome proposals from residents, but if no single project proposed stands out they may decide not to 
make the award. 

Traffic issues 

Howard Stanbury has been working on a report that summarises some of the traffic and transport issues that we 
face as residents of Old Headington.  There will be data on traffic flows, accidents, and speeding in the area, and 
this will be presented in the context of wider Headington transport issues.  There is a lot of work being done on 
transport locally - the transport group of the Headington Neighbourhood Plan has made recommendations for 
policy, and Oxfordshire County Council has started a consultation on the latest iteration of its Local Transport Plan, 
LTP4, which includes the Oxford Transport Strategy for the city.  It is these policies that will shape and inform 
county and city responses to traffic, and Howard will make a short presentation on the current state of play at the 
AGM. 

Open Gardens  

This will be held on Sunday 21 June. 

Growers’ Group 

In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has 
been established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens.  If you feel you 
could help with this, please contact the trustees on info@foh.org.uk  

Article 4 

We expect the first stage of our work towards applying for Article 4 directions (which helps to prevent 
inappropriate minor modifications to property in a conservation area) to begin shortly with a meeting to discuss the 
process with the Conservation Studio’s Eddie Booth, following Rob Lloyd Sweet’s departure for English Heritage.  

Website news 

The home page has been changed to make finding information easier.  A Twitter account (@Old_Headington) has 
been set up to enable news to be shared 

FOH trustees 

Trustees from May 2014 are 

Robert Grimley 07812 436831 
Press@foh.org.uk 

Veronica Hurst (Chairman) 01865  chairman@foh.org.uk 

Sonya Bhatt Treasurer@foh.org.uk 
Howard Stanbury (Secretary) secretary@foh.org.uk  David Cartwright Hugh Ferris 
John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk 
 
John Rawson serves as the trustees’ planning advisor. 
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If you have any questions please contact our Website administrator John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk or Veronica 
Hurst (Chairman) 01865  chairman@foh.org.uk 
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Aline Elisabeth Yvonne, Lady Berlin (1915-2014) 

We were sorry to learn of the recent death on August 25th of Lady Berlin, who was 
President of the Friends of Old Headington from 1968/9 until 2005, when she left 
Headington House for the Albany in London.  Lady Berlin succeeded the novelist 
Elizabeth Bowen as our President, having moved with her husband, Sir Isaiah, to Old Headington in the mid-1950s, 
and helped to establish the Friends when they first set themselves to oppose a large and inappropriate development 
where William Orchard Close now lies.  The Friends were represented at the funeral at Wolvercote cemetery.  

Winter Meeting 2014 

We are pleased to announce that this year our Winter Meeting will be held at Ruskin College, Dunstan Road, at 8 
pm on Friday November 28th.  Cllr. Mary Clarkson (Lower Farm) and Dr. Chris Wilkes (Ruskin’s Principal) have 
both kindly agreed to talk to us about “The Rookery and Ruskin”, looking at the history of the house and the work 
of the college which occupies it today.  The talk will be followed by drinks and nibbles; members and non-
members alike are very welcome to attend. 

Headington Neighbourhood Plan 

On September 10th the City Executive Board designated the proposed Headington Neighbourhood Forum as a 
neighbourhood forum for the Headington Neighbourhood Area, so the process of devising and ratifying a local 
policy plan for Headington has taken a big step forward.  The first public consultation will begin shortly with the 
delivery of a leaflet setting out “issues and options” and seeking local opinion.  We urge you to fill this in, so that 
Old Headington’s views are taken into account when the next stage begins. The next meeting will be the AGM and 
Forum Meeting on 1st October at the Baptist Church Hall, Old High Street at 7.30pm 

Planning Matters 

Bury Knowle Park Depot: heavy deliveries are nearly complete, and traffic should reduce to sub-contractors’ cars 
and vans as bricklaying begins later this month.  There will be a crane to bring in floor-slabs over 2 days in late 
September. Please refer any problems to Peter King of Leadbitter (via Vicky Barker 01235 544617), and keep local 
Councillors and the Friends informed of serious problems. 

Library lift: the structure housing this has been repainted to reduce the inappropriate effect of the stark white paint 
used, which was counter to a planning condition imposed when the application to install the lift was approved.  We 
are grateful to Cllr. Ruth Wilkinson for helping to see that the condition was enforced as quickly as possible, to 
avoid further delay in the lift becoming operational. 

Northway Town Green: the consultation period relating to Northway’s application for the ‘green buffer’ between 
Foxwell Drive and the A40 to be given Town Green status, thus preventing any future development, ends on 
September 22nd (comments can be submitted to Oxfordshire County Council on 01865 810808 or send an email to 
commonland@oxfordshire.gov.uk ).  The public hearing begins on Monday September 29th, at St Columba’s United 
Reformed Church in Alfred Street.  

Advice on planning  

The committee continues to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the character of the 
conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be seen in the planning corner section of our 
website at http://tinyurl.com/kdoeea3.  If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property we 
would appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the 
process running smoothly  

Traffic issues 

The committee is preparing a paper that will examine options that can be considered in helping to address some of 
the problems associated with traffic in the conservation area. This is being prepared in the context of the 
submissions from the Headington Transport Group for the Headington Neighbourhood Plan. This is expected to 
highlight issues including reducing congestion, reducing through traffic speeds in residential areas, and improving 
the environment. We expect to produce a draft paper for comment soon with an aim to finalise a version later in the 
autumn. If you have any comments or suggestions please send them to us at traffic@foh.org.uk or via any committee 
member. 

Street Lights 
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If a street light has failed, you can report it online or by phone. Please note that you'll need 

 the lamp's number (normally found on the street side of the column a few feet up), which is usually in 
black on a white square 

 other information to help County engineers locate it: what number house it is outside or some other 
adjacent building or landmark 

Report it online: http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting or it by phone on a free 24 hour 
number: 0800 317802. 
 

Open Gardens 

This was held on June 22nd, and was a great success, thanks not just to the weather, but also to the 
hard work and enthusiasm of local residents.  The takings enabled us to add to our contingency funds, 
which are used for professional advice, to improve the conservation area, and to donate to like-minded 
causes. 

Growers Group 

In order to ensure that the Plant Stall has a reliable amount of interesting items for sale, a group has 
been established who will grow plants for the Friends in readiness for Open Gardens.  If you feel you 
could help with this, please contact the committee on info@foh.org.uk  

Article 4 

We expect the first stage of our work towards applying for Article 4 directions (which helps to prevent 
inappropriate minor modifications to property in a conservation area) for the conservation area to begin in October, 
when Rob Lloyd-Sweet (former Senior Conservation Officer for the City Council) will undertake a survey of Old 
Headington, with a view to compiling a report to make the case for Article 4 status.  We will keep you informed as 
the consultation process gets under way.  

Website news 

The home page has been changed to make finding information easier.  A Twitter account has been set up to enable 
news to be shared.  Some photographs by Sarah King of the construction of Laurel Farm have been added to the 
web site and further photographs will be added as the filing of the Friends’ archive continues. 
http://tinyurl.com/lfmbhpb 

Subscriptions for 2014 

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (membership@foh.org.uk), and she would be grateful if those who 
still owe £5 for their 2014 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, 
OX3 9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual 
payment to do so for 2014, as this saves time and effort for you and for us.  Forms can be downloaded 
from the website, and copies are available from the Membership Secretary. 

FOH Committee members 

Committee members from May 2014 are 

Veronica Hurst (Chairman) chairman@foh.org.uk  01865  Robert Grimley Press@foh.org.uk  07812 436831 
Sonya Bhatt Treasurer@foh.org.uk David Cartwright Howard 

Stanbury 
Julie Harrod membership@foh.org.uk John Rawson (Co-opted 

member) 
Hugh Ferris 

John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk  
The President is Penny Richards, and Vice-President is Ray Wilsdon 
  

If you have any questions please contact our Website administrator John Clarke john.clarke@foh.org.uk or Veronica 
Hurst (Committee Chairman) 01865  chairman@foh.org.uk 
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 Annual General Meeting 
This was held on 16 May in the village hall. The Key Points of the meeting (in 
advance of the official Minutes) were: 

 The motion concerning the revision of the constitution in order to 
proceed with an application for charitable status was carried nem. con. 

 The 2014 Enhancement Award went to Julie Harrod and Peter McCarter for their sensitive 
refurbishment of the Sweep’s cottage in Old High Street 

 The meeting thanked Zoe Traill for her work and support over the past years particularly with respect 
to the Ruskin Fields proposals. Zoe has now stood down from the Committee. 

 The new Principal of Ruskin College is Dr. Chris Wilkes, General Secretary for over 20 years, and 
latterly Acting Principal. 

 The task of indexing and relocating the Friends’ archives has begun. The Chairman would be grateful if 
anyone who has archive material on paper (pre-2000) would contact her. 

 Coming Events 

 Osler Road Closure 2 June 

Osler Road will be partially closed for 3 weeks from early June.  Although only part of Osler Road is 
in the Conservation Area the disruption to traffic will doubtless impinge of the rest of Old 
Headington.  The details are attached to this email 

 Open Gardens 22 June 

Open gardens will be held on Sunday 22 June this year – the leaflet is attached to this email.  Help is 
needed! If you are able to help out for an hour or two on the plant stall or taking members’ 
subscriptions, or if you could supply plants for the stall please contact Jenny Butler 
jabutler@brookes.ac.uk as soon as possible. 

Explore Your Churchyard 7 June (Part of Cherishing Churchyards Week) 

At Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry 2-4:30pm. Talks, Teas and a Treasure hunt. Local family history, 
churchyard wildlife, and secrets of the churchyard walls. Children can follow a treasure hunt (with 
prizes) and learn all about bees. Refreshments will be available.  

 The Headington Neighbourhood Forum and Plan 9 July 

The Headington Neighbourhood Plan will complement the Local Plan produced by the City Council 
and offer some opportunity for policies tailored to the needs of the local community. Forum meetings 
are open to all Headington residents. The Forum met on 29 April and the Annual General Meeting is 
proposed for 9 July 2014, following the expected Forum Designation by Oxford City Council on 3rd 
July.  Details are to follow on http://headingtonplan.org.uk/index.php/events/forum-meeting-5/ 

 Membership 2014  

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (julie-a-harrod@hotmail.co.uk), and she would be grateful if 
those who still owe £5 for their 2014 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old 
High Street, OX3 9HW.  We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for 
their annual payment to do so for 2014, as this saves time and effort for you and for us. Forms can 
be downloaded from the website, and copies are available from the Membership Secretary and a 
copy is attached to this email. 

Four new members attended the AGM last Friday, and we would like to thank them for coming and 
wish them a long and happy residence in Old Headington. 

We now have 302 members, and hope to continue to represent their interests to the best of our 
ability. 
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Committee members from May 2014 are 

Sonya Bhatt (Honorary Treasurer) 

David Cartwright 

John Clarke (Website administrator) john.clarke@foh.org.uk 

Hugh Ferris 

Robert Grimley 

Julie Harrod 

Veronica Hurst (Chairman) 01865  veronica.hurst9@gmail.com 

 

Howard Stanbury 

John Rawson (Co-opted member) 

The President is Penny Richards, and Vice-President Ray Wilsdon 
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Friends of Old Headington Subscription Form 2014     Please tick appropriate box 

 

Renewal of existing membership @ £5 per adult for 2014 by standing order *    ☐ 

*Please contact your bank if you need to increase your standing order from £5 to £10 (or more) to include all adult 
members in the household 

 

Renewal of existing membership @ £5 per adult for 2014: payment enclosed     ☐ 

New membership @ £5 per adult for 2014 payable by standing order*                  ☐ 

 

*Please use the attached standing order form 

 

New membership @ £5 per adult for 2014: payment enclosed                                  ☐ 

 

Name………………………………………………………         Tel. No.  …  ………………………………. 

 

Name(s) of other adults…………………………………..……………………………………………………. 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………… 

Post code…………………………… Email address……………………………………………………….. 

 

I/We do not object to these details being held in the Friends’ electronic or paper records  ☐ 

 

Please note that your email address will only be used to keep you informed of important events or significant 
development proposals that are likely to affect the Conservation Area. 

 

Please return this form, with your cheque or cash (if not paying by standing order), to the Friends’ Membership 
Secretary, Julie Harrod, Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, OX3 9HW (Tel. 01865 751471) 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friends of Old Headington Standing Order Form 

Membership secretary: Julie Harrod, 56 Old High Street, Headington, OX3 9HW 

Telephone: 01865 751471  
Email: julie-a-harrod@hotmail.co.uk 

 

BANKERS ORDER 
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To (name of your bank)………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Bank address……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Your account number………………………… Sort Code……………………………………………… 

 

 

Please pay on ……………………………….. and then annually on the fifth of January the sum of £5.00 / 
£10.00 [delete as applicable] to Barclays Bank plc, Headington. Sort code 20-65-21; account no. 20877018 for 
the credit of The Friends of Old Headington. 

. 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Signature……………………………………………………………..Date…………………… 
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 The Headington Neighbourhood Forum and Plan 

Members of the Friends attend Forum meetings to help develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Headington that will complement the Local Plan 
produced by the City Council and focus on local needs. Meetings are open to all 
Headington residents. The Forum met on October 17th and the minutes are available on their archive 
site http://headingtonplan.org.uk/ The next open Forum Meeting will be held on 29th April from 7 – 9pm – 
at St Andrews Primary School.  

The consultation on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan, its constitution, and its boundary attracted 
some local response, and the Council’s Cabinet Executive Board met on 23rd April and approved the 
application. The finished Plan will include a section on traffic overseen by the Headington Transport 
Group, and local areas such as Old Headington are encouraged to devise and agree specific transport 
measures that they would like to see incorporated into the Plan as recommendations or policies. 

 Traffic management – a perennial concern 

Our local Councillors recently collected opinions and proposals on traffic, and your committee will be 
issuing a questionnaire later this year to gauge local interest in traffic calming and management. It is 
important that the Neighbourhood Plan should include measures to improve our local traffic and 
parking situation if possible. 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014: May 16 at the Parish Hall at 8:00 pm; 
Refreshments available! 

The outline Agenda is shown below.  Non-members are very welcome, but please note that only 
those who can show a 2014 membership card may vote.  If you need to renew your membership 
first, or would like to join, do come in before 8.00; the Hall will be open from 7.30.  Refreshments 
will be provided after the meeting. 

Agenda 

12. Apologies for absence 

13. Minutes of the AGM held on Friday, 26th April 2013 (available at http://tinyurl.com/lm2bzxo) 

14. Matters arising from the Minutes (we would appreciate it if these are restricted to the essential, as there 
are important items to follow) 

15. Honorary Treasurer’s report  

16. Adoption of annual accounts for 2013  (available at http://tinyurl.com/pnb9pmf) 

17. Appointment of Auditor 

18. Chairman’s Report 

19. Application for charitable status for the Friends: presentation of the motion 

That the Meeting adopt the draft Constitution circulated with the Agenda for the Meeting of 16th May, 
and that it approve the proposal of the Committee that it apply to the Charity Commission for 
recognition of the Friends of Old Headington as a Charity. 

20. Enhancement Award 2014 

21. Election of Committee Members  

Any Other Business: an opportunity to raise points of interest and concern  

 Application for Charitable status 

The committee is considering applying for charitable status.  The reasons and advantages will be 
explained at the AGM together with associated changes to the constitution.  The committee will be 
seeking a mandate to go ahead with this, so please bring your 2014 membership card with you so 
that you are entitled to vote.  Proxy Voting Forms are provided for members unable to be present. 
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 Membership 2014  

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (julie-a-harrod@hotmail.co.uk), and she would be grateful if 
those who still owe £5 for their 2014 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old 
High Street, OX3 9HW, pass it to any Committee member, or bring it to the AGM.   

Please would those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment consider 
doing so for 2014, as this saves time and effort for you and for us.  Forms are attached to this 
Newsletter, and these and Membership cards for 2014 are available from Julie Harrod both now and 
at the AGM on May 16th. 

 Friends of Old Headington Committee Membership 

The present committee is  

Sonya Bhatt (Treasurer) 

David Cartwright 

John Clarke 

Hugh Ferris 

Robert Grimley 

Julie Harrod 

Veronica Hurst  (Chairman) 

John Rawson 

Howard Stanbury 

Zoe Traill 
Contact us at info@foh.org.uk 

 

The terms of office of Sonya Bhatt, David Cartwright, Veronica Hurst, and Zoe Traill expire this year and they 
are willing to stand for re-election for a further period of two years with the exception of Zoe, who sadly has 
decided not to seek re-election.  We are very grateful to her for outstanding help and advice during her time on 
the committee.  John Lithgow and Barbara Rowling also resigned during the course of the last year and we 
thank them too for their contribution to the work of the Friends.  We are seeking new Committee members to 
fill those vacancies, and one of the positions we would most like to fill is that of the Hon. Secretary. 

 

Any member of the Friends can nominate a candidate for the Committee as long as the nominee is 
also a member: Nomination forms are available from the Chairman. 

We would also welcome informal offers of help with the numerous jobs the Committee needs to carry out.   

 

Enhancement award 

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. that in your opinion, and ultimately the 
committee’s opinion, has enhanced the conservation area.  To qualify, any proposal must be for work 
completed since the last AGM and visible from the street.  Please send your suggestions to Veronica 
Hurst by Friday, 9th May so that the committee can consider them in time for the award to be 
presented at the AGM.  The committee welcomes proposals from residents, but if no single project 
proposed stands out it may decide not to make the award. 

 Planning Applications and other local issues 

The committee continues to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect the 
character of the conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be seen in 
the planning corner section of our website at http://tinyurl.com/kdoeea3.  If you are thinking of 
submitting an application relating to your property we would appreciate being kept informed, as we 
may be able to offer useful suggestions, and this can help to keep the process running smoothly. 

Current applications and appeals in progress are: 
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29 Old High Street was recently subject to three planning appeals launched by Mr. 
Martin Young against the Council’s refusal of planning applications.  The Planning 
Inspector’s Hearing was held at Oxford Town Hall on 11 February 2014, and several local residents 
attended and/or spoke.  The appeals have now been dismissed, and the appellant has 28 days in 
which to challenge the Inspector's decision.  A new date for hearing the enforcement order appeal 
has been set as 2 June.  We will keep you informed, and meanwhile would like to express our 
appreciation to all those who made written submissions (yet again) and attended the hearing; public 
engagement does get noticed, so it is important to keep putting our views across. 

 Bury Knowle Library 

We are pleased to report that access for wheel-chair users is still on schedule to be completed in the 
last week of May. 

Bury Knowle Park Depot development is being overseen by a Stakeholders’ group including 
representatives from FOH, the Friends of Bury Knowle Park, Emden House and North Place; we are 
due to sign off the pre-commencement planning conditions relating to lighting, traffic management, 
and tree protection measures very shortly.  Once the sign-off is complete, work is expected to begin 
in late May/early June.  Some inconvenience and disruption to traffic during delivery times is 
inevitable, but our Councillors and your Committee have done their best to minimize local impact. 

Monitoring planning and other issues that might affect Old Headington, or collecting useful 
information often involves attendance at local meetings, and the committee would welcome offers of 
assistance from members in this.  Please contact the chairman Veronica Hurst by email at 
veronica.hurst9@gmail.com or phone on 01865   if you could spare some time to help us keep on top of 
local events.  

 Building material and techniques 

The Friends’ booklet ‘Building in Old Headington’ is now available on line together with links to pages 
on tree pruning and other building information at http://tinyurl.com/nxe27kx. 

 Open Gardens 

Open gardens will be held on June 22nd this year – further details will be available nearer the time. 
Also the Plant stall is currently in want of helpers / organisers.  If you are able to help please contact 
Jenny Butler jabutler@brookes.ac.uk 

 St Andrew’s Church Garden 

As you know, St Andrew’s Church has a beautiful churchyard and the path to the church door is 
greatly enhanced by the borders on either side, but more help is needed to keep it looking beautiful. 
If you are able to join the Saturday morning team once a month, or carry out a job at a time to suit 
yourself, please contact Jill Freston on 01865 762247 or Alison Soskice 01865 760695. Tools can be 
provided. This is good fun for those who like gardening and it’s satisfying for the team to have their 
handiwork admired on a daily basis! 

 Dates to note 

 Tuesday 29th April - Headington Forum meeting  

 Headington Neighbourhood Forum meeting Tuesday 29th April 

 Early May Bank holiday on Monday 5th May 

 AGM on Friday 16th May at 8 pm in the Parish Hall 

 City Council elections on Thursday 22nd May 

 Spring Bank holiday on Monday 26th May 

 Headington Festival on Saturday 31st May and Sunday 1st June 2014  

 Open Gardens on Sunday 22nd June 
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Friends of Old Headington Subscription Form 2014     Please tick appropriate 

box 

 

Renewal of existing membership @ £5 per adult for 2014 by standing order *    ☐ 

*Please contact your bank if you need to increase your standing order from £5 to £10 (or more) to include all adult 
members in the household 

 

Renewal of existing membership @ £5 per adult for 2014: payment enclosed     ☐ 

New membership @ £5 per adult for 2014 payable by standing order*                  ☐ 

 

*Please use the attached standing order form 

 

New membership @ £5 per adult for 2014: payment enclosed                                  ☐ 

 

Name………………………………………………………         Tel. No.  …  ………………………………. 

 

Name(s) of other adults…………………………………..……………………………………………………. 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………… 

Post code…………………………… Email address……………………………………………………….. 

 

I/We do not object to these details being held in the Friends’ electronic or paper records  ☐ 

 

Please note that your email address will only be used to keep you informed of important events or significant 
development proposals that are likely to affect the Conservation Area. 

 

Please return this form, with your cheque or cash (if not paying by standing order), to the Friends’ Membership 
Secretary, Julie Harrod, Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, OX3 9HW (Tel. 01865 751471) 

 

Friends of Old Headington Standing Order Form 

Membership secretary: Julie Harrod, 56 Old High Street, Headington, OX3 9HW 

Telephone: 01865 751471  
Email: julie-a-harrod@hotmail.co.uk 

 

BANKERS ORDER 
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To (name of your bank)………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Bank address……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Your account number………………………… Sort Code……………………………………………… 

 

Please pay Barclays Bank plc, Headington, Oxford (sort code 20-65-21, account no. 20877018) for the credit of ‘Friends 
of Old Headington’ the sum of £5.00 / £10.00 [delete as applicable]: 

 

 on receipt of this order now, and 

 annually on the fifth of January each year until further notice 

.Name……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Signature……………………………………………………………..Date…………………… 
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Friends of Old Headington Christmas Newsmail 

  

Dear Members, 

  

Your Committee would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas, and take the opportunity to 
give you some recent and/or seasonal news on matters concerning the conservation area. 

  

The red phone box in Old High Street has been 'adopted' from British Telecom by our 
local Councillors and donated to Headington Action. Neither the Friends nor individual 
residents were eligible adopters according to BT's rules, so we are very grateful indeed to 
Ruth Wilkinson and Patrick Coulter (Chairman of Headington Action) for stepping in at the 
last minute. Thanks too to those residents who valiantly 'phone-sat' to prevent premature 
removal of the phone box while the adoption was taking place. As the Friends are a 
'corporate' member of Headington Action we will certainly be involved with the future of the 
phone box. 

29 Old High Street planning appeals will be heard by the Planning Inspector on 11 
February. A member of the Committee will be asking to speak on both the appeals at the 
hearing; if any residents also wish to do so, please contact veronica.hurst9@gmail.com  so that we 
can keep you informed of dates and procedures, and work with you on the points that need 
to be covered. 

   

Bury Knowle Park depot was discussed in November at a preliminary stakeholders' 
meeting chaired by an officer from the City Council; we will keep you informed if/when 
anything comes of this. 

If it snows please consider clearing the section of pavement outside your house for the 
convenience of pedestrians, following government guidelines. It's unlikely that you’ll be sued 
or held responsible if someone is injured on the path or pavement if you’ve cleared it 
carefully. The government recommends that you 

 do it early in the day - it’s easier to move fresh, loose snow 
 don’t use water - it might refreeze and turn to black ice 
 use salt if possible - it will melt the ice or snow and stop it from refreezing overnight 

(but don’t use the salt from the salt/grit bins as this is used to keep roads clear) 
 you can use ash or sand to provide grip underfoot 
 pay extra attention when clearing steps and steep pathways - using more salt may 

help 
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If a street light has failed, you can report it online or by phone. Please note that you'll 
need 

 the lamp's number (normally found on the street side of the column a few feet up), 
which is usually in black on a white square 

 other information to help County engineers locate it: what number house it is outside 
or some other adjacent building or landmark 

Report it online: http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/street-lighting 

Report it by phone on a free 24 hour number: 0800 317802. 

Dates for 2014 which you may like to note include (so far) 

Spring News in early-mid April, with the Agenda for the Friends' AGM. 

(Easter weekend 19-20 April) 

(Early May Bank holiday on 5th) 

AGM on 16 May at 8 pm in the Parish Hall: all welcome, so feel free to bring along a new 
resident (though only paid-up members can vote); refreshments will be available after the 
business of the evening. 

(City Council elections on 22 May) 

(Spring Bank holiday on 26 May) 

Open Gardens on 22 June (more details available in due course). 

  

Enhancement award nominations have begun; do please send in a note of your 
candidate for the 2014 award. Any proposal must be for work completed since the previous 
Annual General Meeting. The committee welcomes proposals from residents and members. 

  

And finally the Committee of the Friends would like to wish you all a happy and healthy 
New Year, from Sonia Bhatt (Treasurer), David Cartwright, John Clarke, Hugh Ferris, Robert 
Grimley, Julie Harrod (Membership Secretary), Veronica Hurst (Chairman), John Rawson, 
Barbara Rowling, Howard Stanbury, Zoe Traill. 
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We look forward to receiving your comments, news, and views via the 
website info@foh.org.uk   

 



 

 

The Friends of Old Headington Winter Newsmail 2013 
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From now on we will occasionally issue the ‘Newsletter’ in the form of an email or 
‘Newsmail’, depending on our resources, the time available, and the amount of news we 
need to pass on. Paper copies will be provided for members without email; the Newsmail 
will be posted on the Friends’ website, and we would be grateful if you would help to keep 
non-members informed about the key topics covered. 

 

Winter Meeting November 15th 

 

In just under three weeks’ time we shall be holding our winter meeting.  This year the 
speaker will be Nigel Frith who will talk about his grandfather’s work as the sculptor 
responsible for many of the fine grotesques decorating the exterior of several Oxford 
colleges; the title of his talk is “All over Oxford: the sculptures of Edgar Frith”. The talk will 
be illustrated with original art work by Nigel. 

 

The meeting will be held on November 15th at the Parish Hall at 8 p.m. All are invited to this 
talk and for refreshments afterwards.  

 

There will be new postcards on sale as well as copies of our publications; we also welcome 
donations to help with the cost of the refreshments. 

 

Membership 2013 (last call) and 2014 (first call) 

Our Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (julie-a-harrod@hotmail.co.uk), and she would be 
grateful if those who still owe £5 for their 2013 subscription could send it to her at Monckton 
Cottage, 56 Old High Street, OX3 9HW, pass it to any Committee member, or bring it to the 
winter meeting.   

We would encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their 
annual payment to do so for 2014, as this saves time and effort for you and for 
us. Forms can be downloaded from the website, and copies are available from the 
Membership Secretary. 

Membership forms and cards for 2013 and 2014 will be available at the Winter Meeting on 
November 15th as well as from Julie Harrod at Monckton Cottage. 

Planning Applications and other local issues 
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Your committee continues to monitor planning applications and other issues that may affect 
the character of the conservation area and their correspondence on these issues can be 
seen in the planning corner section of our website at www.foh.org.uk 

 

If you are thinking of submitting an application relating to your property we would 
appreciate being kept informed, as we may be able to offer useful suggestions, and this can 
help to keep the process running smoothly.  

 

Current applications and appeals in progress are 

 

Bury Knowle Stables and Barn (Ref. 13/02664/FUL) for which the proposal is a 
considerable amendment to the existing planning permission.  We recommend that you read 
the Design and Access statement on the Council’s website: 

 

http://public.oxford.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/64D195CC5ADD16EBA41C0396B5B40DB1/pdf/13_02664_FUL-
PLANNING__DESIGN___ACCESS_STATEMENT-1410517.pdf 

 

Note that the deadline for comments is Friday November 8th. 

 

29 Old High Street is currently subject to two planning appeals launched by Mr. Martin 
Young against the Council’s refusal of planning applications.  Deadlines for comment have 
now passed, but all previous submissions have gone forward to the Planning Inspector.  
Enquiries are due to be held next year; one in February, and the other yet to be confirmed.  
We will keep you informed. 

 

Monitoring planning and other issues which might affect Old Headington, or collecting and 
contributing useful information often requires the attendance of a representative at a 
relevant meeting, and the committee would welcome offers of assistance from members 
who feel that they could help.  Please contact the chairman Veronica Hurst by email 
at veronica.hurst9@gmail.com or phone on 01865. 

 

The Headington Neighbourhood Forum met on October 17th and the minutes will be 
available on their archive site 
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http://headingtonplan.org.uk/index.php/archive/ . 

 

Members of the Friends committee attend these forum meetings to help develop a 
Headington Neighbourhood Plan that will complement the Local Plan produced by the City 
Council. These meetings are open to all Headington residents. 

 

The Council run consultations on various issues such as Parks, Play Areas, Pavilions and 
Open Spaces; Headington Transport Strategy; Air Quality Plan for Oxford, and various other 
topics of local significance. We list these on our website and would encourage you to visit 
http://foh.org.uk/and respond. 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the Winter Meeting on November 15th at 8 o’clock at the 

Parish Hall. 

 

 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2013 
August 2013 

 Open Gardens 2013 

A warm and sunny day for the Open Gardens event in June resulted in record attendance and consequent 
increase in income from both entry fees and the plant stall.  This extra income provides funds to tackle issues 
affecting the conservation area, as well as enabling the Friends to make small donations to help other local 
groups. 

 

Ten lovely and varied gardens were open to the public.  Many thanks to those volunteers and their helpers 
who kindly displayed their hard work for all to enjoy.  Refreshments (cakes a speciality) were provided at the 
Parish Hall courtesy of the Otmoor W.I. to whom we are grateful as always. 

 

We would like to thank all those who donated plants to the plant stall. We had a particularly wide variety of 
interesting plants this year, which no doubt contributed to the increased takings. 

 

Photos were taken in some of the Open Gardens, and these will be available on the FoH website in due 
course. 

 



 
The Friends of Old Headington www.foh.org.uk 

 
 

 
President: Penny Richards; Vice President: Ray Wilsdon, Chairman: Veronica Hurst 

 

If anyone would like to be involved in Open Gardens, or has any suggestion to make for 
its improvement please contact Jenny Butler jabutler@brookes.ac.uk or Veronica Hurst veronica.hurst9@gmail.com. 

 

 Annual General Meeting 

The Friends' AGM took place on Friday 26th April at the Parish Hall.  The main business of the evening was 
the Chairman’s report for the year and the presentation of the Accounts for 2012/3, which were duly 
accepted. 

  

The Enhancement Award was presented to Julian and Helena Bradwell, of 19 St. Andrew's Lane, in 
recognition of the quality of the extension at 19a (pictures on the FOH website), with an honourable mention 
to Steve Cowls and Jane Seggons of the Pound House for the renovation there. 

  

This was Sarah King’s last report as Chairman of the Friends, winding up her 17 years heading the 
Committee and overseeing the work of the members to preserve and enhance the conservation area.  Hugh 
Ferris made a presentation of champagne and flowers with a very enjoyable speech. 

  

Veronica Hurst was elected by the Committee as the new Chairman. 

  

Full Minutes for the AGM will be available in due course. 

 

 Winter Meeting 

This will be held on November 15th at the Parish Hall at 8 p.m.  This year's Speaker will be 
Nigel Frith who will talk about his grandfather’s work as the sculptor responsible for many 
of the fine grotesques decorating the exterior of several Oxford colleges. 

 Planning applications in the Conservation Area 

We would be very pleased to discuss any planning applications in the conservation area before they are 
submitted, so that the Committee is informed about any particular issues arising. We hope to lend our 
support and may be able to advise the applicant about the best way to arrive at a proposal that will be 
acceptable to the conservation officers at the City Council. 

 Neighbourhood Plan 

A Headington Neighbourhood Plan Forum meeting was held on May 21st - the next meeting will be held in 
September (date to be confirmed).  The Headington Neighbourhood Plan, once adopted, will complement 
the Local Plan produced by Oxford City Council in that it will express the views of the community of 
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residents and workers in Headington.  These views on development and the environment 
of Headington will play a part in decisions on planning policies for our area.  The Friends are represented on 
the Steering Group. 

 Membership 

Our new Membership Secretary is Julie Harrod (julie-a-harrod@hotmail.co.uk), and she would be grateful if those 
who still owe £5 for their 2013 subscription could send it to her at Monckton Cottage, 56 Old High Street, 
OX3 9HW, or pass it to any Committee member.  

We would like to encourage those who have not yet set up a standing order for their annual payment to do so 
for 2014, as this saves time and effort for you and for us. Forms can be downloaded from the website, and 
copies are available from the Membership Secretary.  

New members are always welcome – please get in touch via the website or any existing member if you 
would like to meet some of the Committee and find out more about joining the Friends. 

 29, Old High Street 

Proceedings are under way to determine whether the permission granted to Mr Young for 3 chalets in 1974 
(which he now wishes to pursue) is still valid (see article in the Oxford Mail on 18th and 19th July and a 
chronology at http://tinyurl.com/ksdcufq) 

 Headington Parish Hall 
The Hall was built in the late 1950s ‘for meetings, lectures and classes and for other forms of instruction, recreation and 
leisure-time occupation . . . with the object of improving the conditions of life for the inhabitants.’  Current classes 
include dog and puppy training, ballet for children, Scottish country dancing, yoga, zumba and exercise for mothers and 
babies or for the over-50s. 

 

If you would like to start a class or hire the Hall for a private event, please contact the caretaker, Mark Mills, 
on 763788 or mjsmills@yahoo.com. The charge for private events is £17 per hour, with a reduction for regular 
classes.  The Hall Management Committee welcomes new members.  If this might interest you, please 
contact Penny Fox, Chairman, on 765419 or pennyfox49@hotmail.com   

 Friends of Old Headington Committee Membership 

The present committee is  

Sonya Bhatt (Treasurer) 

David Cartwright 

John Clarke 

Hugh Ferris 

Robert Grimley 

Julie Harrod 

Veronica Hurst  (Chairman) 

John Rawson 

Barbara Rowling 

Howard Stanbury 

Zoe Traill 

Contact us at info@foh.org.uk 
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 Newsletter 

The next newsletter will be printed in the autumn. If you would like to contribute an article 
then please let me know, as I shall be editing the newsletter in future.  We thank David 
Blythman of Scott Fraser for his help in printing this letter. 

Many thanks, John Clarke 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 15th November at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, 
Dunstan Road: Members and non-Members alike are welcome! 

   
 

SPRING  NEWSLETTER  2013 
                    March 2013 
 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

This meeting will be held on Friday, 26th April at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Dunstan Road.  The Agenda is 
enclosed with this newsletter, whilst minutes for last year’s Annual General Meeting, and for the 
Extraordinary General Meeting last November, plus the Accounts for 2012 will be available in the Hall, at 
the beginning of the meeting.  Please bring the agenda with you, along with your membership card 
which will entitle you to vote on any matters requiring a formal vote.    Donations on the night towards 
the cost of the evening will be very welcome. 

 

 

 EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING & WINTER MEETING 

Many of you will know that the EGM took place at the beginning of the Winter Meeting last November. The 
purpose of the meeting was to allow the Membership to vote on the suggestion – strongly supported at the 
2012 AGM – that the Constitution be amended to allow Proxy Voting at General Meetings. Sixty-three 
members were present, and the motion to make the amendment was carried unanimously. The EGM was 
followed by a most enjoyable Winter Meeting at which Debbie Dance, the Director of Oxford Preservation 
Trust gave an illuminating talk on the work of the Trust. This led to some interesting discussion which, after 
the formal meeting had concluded, continued informally over wine and refreshments. 
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 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  

The present committee is Sarah King (Chairman), Sonya Bhatt (Treasurer), David Cartwright, Hugh Ferris, 
Veronica Hurst (Acting Membership Secretary), John Lithgow, Barbara Rowling (Minutes Secretary), and 
Zoe Traill, with John Rawson co-opted as our architectural adviser. 

Since the last AGM, Janet Giles has moved away from Oxford, so the only committee member due for re-
election this year is Hugh Ferris and he is willing to stand. Another member who has moved away during the 
year, but who has not completed her two year term of office, is Anne Richards. We are grateful to both Janet 
and Anne for their work on the committee. 

Apart from this, we are sorry to announce that Sarah King, who has been a member of the Committee since 
1980, and Chairman since 1996, is retiring at this AGM. This means that there will be three vacancies on the 
committee and we badly need people to volunteer (or be volunteered?!) to stand for election to it. Any 
member of the Friends can nominate a candidate for these positions, and it’s essential that the Committee has 
a full complement so that the Friends can continue to try to preserve and enhance the character of the 
Conservation Area, and to represent the members as necessary.  

One of the positions we would most like to fill is that of the Hon. Secretary. Since Stella Welford retired at 
the AGM last year, various members of the Committee have been doing their best to cover the job, but this is 
not a satisfactory solution since it tends to involve Stella taking on a considerable amount of work in an 
unofficial capacity, for which we are exceedingly grateful.  Not only are new Committee members wanted, 
but we would also welcome informal offers of help with the numerous jobs the Committee needs to carry 
out. 

The term of office is two years and, as we have the power to co-opt, anyone thinking they would be 
interested in joining would be welcome to come to one or two meetings after the AGM and, if they wished to 
join, could be co-opted till the next AGM. 

Nomination forms for the Committee can be had from Sarah King, 

 email: kings@sarinn.fsnet.co.uk  phone 763679, and completed forms should be returned to her at:  1 The 
Croft, Old Headington, by Thursday 18th April.  

 

 

 MEMBERSHIP 

The Friends' membership continues to be fairly stable at over 270 subscriptions. Cards for 2013 are being 
distributed later than usual owing to the introduction of an exciting new issue which carries a photograph on 
one side, and the year, plus a space for you to fill in your name on the other. There is also a plastic wallet for 
the card. Chris Belson very generously provided the design and production expertise, and as a result we now 
have a set of five attractive new cards, each with a different design, which will carry us through to 2017; the 
Committee are confident that subscribers will be as enthusiastic as they are, and will enjoy the series of 
designs revealed one by one as each new subscription year begins. We are keen to extend the membership in 
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2013, so do please urge your friends and neighbours to join, and if you haven't yet paid 
for membership for 2013, there is still time to send your subscription (at £5 per adult), to Veronica Hurst (9 
Stoke Place; email: veronica.hurst9@gmail.com), or to pass it to another Committee member if you prefer. If 
you haven't received a card by the AGM (April 26), please get in touch; repeated transfers of the files over 
the last year have led to one or two temporary gaps in them. 

 
 

 ENHANCEMENT AWARD  

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. which are visible to the public and  which in your 
opinion, and ultimately the committee’s opinion, has enhanced the conservation area.  To qualify, any 
proposal must be for work completed since the last AGM.  Please send your suggestions to Sarah King by 
Thursday 18th April so that the committee can consider them in time for the award to be presented at the 
AGM on 26th April.   

The committee will welcome proposals from residents and is keen not to be the only nominator of work 
worthy of consideration.  

 If, however, the committee considers that no single project stands out, it may decide not to make the award. 

 
 

 RUSKIN FIELDS 

The Planning Inspector has now published her reports on the Barton Area Action plan and the Sites and 
Housing development plan. She has ruled that Ruskin’s fields should not be developed. She agreed with the 
conclusions of the Old Headington conservation area appraisal that the fields “create an important open 
setting to the tightly knit historic core of the conservation area that is fundamental to its intrinsic character”. 
The Inspector stated in her report that any development on the fields, however sensitively designed, would 
have a negative impact on this distinctive character. We understand that Ruskin have accepted the findings of 
the report and have no plans to appeal. 

 

 

 

 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Many of you will have attended recent meetings held to assess local interest in developing either a 
Neighbourhood or a Community Plan for Headington. The idea of a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) or 
Community Plan (CP) is to devolve more power to local communities, putting together planning policies 
which are legally binding and which would sit alongside those created by the City Council (NP), or 
identifying action plans or visions for the area (CP). 
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 At a recent meeting in February gauging public opinion, an overwhelming majority 
voted in favour of developing a legally binding Neighbourhood Plan for Headington, A steering group is 
being set up and there will be regular consultations to ensure the views of all Headington residents are 
represented. We will keep you informed of progress. 

 
 

 ARTICLE 4 DIRECTIONS AND PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 

The background 

In the past, householders could make minor alterations to their houses without having to get planning 
permission: so-called "Permitted Development".  

Recently, the Government introduced new planning regulations called the National Planning Policy 
Framework and the law relating to Permitted Development Rights became more flexible. 

 

The possible alterations that have worried people in Old Headington include the replacement of traditional 
wooden windows by modern UPVC windows which lack traditional glazing bars, the removal of antique 
ridge tiles, and the installation of large solar panels on the roofs of traditional houses. 

 

The City Council can remove permitted development rights by making an “Article 4 Direction” under the 
Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995. (There are details on Wikipedia).  

 

An Article 4 Direction does not in itself prohibit any proposed changes to houses: it is a way for a 
community to set its own standards by ensuring that applications for minor as well as major alterations have 
to be made and consulted on. 

 

Where we are now 

Article 4 Directions were discussed at the Annual General Meeting of the Friends on April 27th 2012.  The 
committee suggested approaching the council to set them up, and the meeting approved this action by a vote 
which was almost unanimous. 

 

Oxford City Council is prepared to support residents in this matter, but cost is a major consideration. It 
seems likely that the cost of putting an Article 4 direction in place for Old Headington would be in the region 
of £20,000, and of course the City Council has competing priorities for their budget. 
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For this reason the committee approached the Friends of Headington Quarry and the 
Friends of Iffley about the possibility that we might apply together which would reduce the cost to be borne 
by the City Council for each area.   

 

We have had no firm response from either organization so far. 

 

Your committee is keen to move forward on this, but in order to make some progress towards the aim of the 
membership to achieve an Article 4 direction for Old Headington we may have to discuss helping the 
Council with the funding. We will keep you informed. 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you on 26 April at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Dunstan Road: Members 
and non-Members alike are welcome! 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
This meeting will be held on Friday, 27th April at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Dunstan Road.  For 
members of the Friends the agenda for the meeting, the accounts for 2011, and the minutes of last 
year’s Annual General Meeting are enclosed with this newsletter.  Please bring these papers with 
you to the meeting along with your membership card which will entitle you to vote on any 
matters including the committee’s proposal to apply for Article 4 Directions for Old Headington 
(see below).    Donations on the night towards the cost of the evening will be very welcome. 

  

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Membership subscriptions for 2012 of £5 per adult are now due.  If you have not already 
paid you may do so either now, or at the AGM, by cheque.  New members, who are always 
welcome, and those members who have not yet renewed their subscriptions, are asked to 
complete the attached form and send it with their payment to the Membership Secretary, 
Anne Richards at 79 Old High Street as soon as possible.  Cheques should be made payable 
to The Friends of Old Headington. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  
The  present committee is Sarah King (Chairman), Hugh Ferris, Janet Giles,Veronica Hurst, 
Peter McCarter, Zoe Traill, and Stella Welford (Hon. Secretary)  with John Rawson co-opted 
as our architectural adviser.  Many of you will have heard the very sad news that Peter Gray, 
our Treasurer, died in January after a long illness.  The committee agreed that a donation in 
Peter’s memory be made to a charity of his choice, and with Theresa’s agreement a cheque 
has been sent to the  Sobell House Hospice Charity. 
We are delighted that Sonya Bhatt, who recently moved to the village with her family, has 
agreed to take Peter’s place and she therefore needs to be formally elected.   The terms of 
office of Veronica Hurst, Sarah King and Zoe Traill expire this year and they are willing to 
stand for re-election for a further period of two years.  Peter McCarter, as a co-opted member 
of the committee, has withdrawn from that office as he is working abroad for long periods and 
has been, and will be, unable to attend more than the occasional meeting.  We are delighted 
that David Cartwright, John Lithgow and Barbara Rowling have agreed to stand for the 
committee and, their nominations having been proposed and seconded, we hope they will be 
formally elected.   Also Stella Welford is retiring from being Secretary of the Friends at the 
AGM and is not seeking re-election to the committee. 
Anne Richards has kindly agreed to take over, with immediate effect,  the job of Membership 
Secretary from Veronica Hurst who along with Zoe Traill, is, and has been, very much  
 



 

 

involved with the Ruskin Fields Group and the development proposed under the Barton Area 
Action Plan with its effect on Old Headington through the possible upgrading of Stoke Place 
as a pedestrian and cycle link across the A40.  
 
ARTICLE 4 DIRECTIONS 
There have been some important changes recently in Planning Law, and more are on the way.  
They will have a big impact on the Conservation Area.    The Conservation Area Appraisal 
for Old Headington was endorsed by the City Council last year and your committee is now in 
a position to apply for Article 4 Directions.  This proposal was discussed at the Winter 
Meeting of the Friends in November last year and we are keen now to take the application 
forward.  A copy of the appraisal is available in the library in Bury Knowle House and 
accessible through the Friends’ website – foh.org.uk. 
The Government is introducing new planning regulations under the title National Planning 
Policy Framework which will involve a loosening of planning restrictions and a "presumption 
in favour of sustainable development".   It may have an adverse impact on villages and on the 
Green Belt.  This comes on top of the recent loosening of the  law around Permitted 
Development Rights. 
Householders can normally make minor alterations to their houses without having to get 
planning permission.  This is "Permitted Development".  However, in some places, 
particularly Conservation Areas, residents are concerned that some of these changes can 
seriously erode the character of the district.   It is possible for the Council to remove permitted 
development rights by making an Article 4 Direction.  This is made under the Town and 
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995.  (There are full details on 
Wikipedia).  It  is important to note that an Article 4 Direction does not in itself prohibit such 
development. It  just means that a landowner is required to seek planning consent for those 
particular items before doing work.   Permitted development does not apply to listed buildings 
and in the majority of cases does not apply to conservation areas. 
The changes that have worried people in Old Headington are the replacement of traditional 
wooden windows by modern UPVC windows which lack traditional glazing bars, the removal 
of antique ridge tiles, and the installation of large solar panels on the roofs of traditional 
houses.    
Oxford City Council is prepared to support residents in this matter.  For instance, it has 
imposed, with effect from 24 February 2012,  an Article 4 Direction on the change of use of a 
dwelling house to a house in multiple occupation in the entire Oxford City Council area.  This 
was in response to concerns that some roads were getting taken over by student housing, to 
the detriment of conditions for other residents. 
Your committee is keen to apply for Article 4 Directions to control the sort of things listed 
above  in order to protect the conservation area.  You will be asked to vote at the AGM 
whether or not you wish the committee to apply.   We are in touch with the Friends of 
Headington Quarry and the Friends of Iffley about the possibility that we might apply 
together which would reduce the cost which would be borne by  the City Council.    
Rob Lloyd-Sweet, the Conservation Officer who wrote the Conservation Area Appraisal for 
Old Headington, will come to the meeting and is happy to answer questions. 
 
 
ENHANCEMENT AWARD  
This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. which are visible to the public and  
which in your opinion, and ultimately the committee’s opinion, has enhanced the 
conservation area.  To qualify, any proposal must be for work completed since the last AGM.  



 

 

Please send your suggestions to the Secretary by Thursday 19th April so that the committee 
can consider them in time for the award to be presented at the AGM on 27th April.   
The committee will welcome proposals from residents and is keen not to be the only 
nominator of work worthy of consideration.  If, however, the committee considers that no 
single project proposed stands out it may decide,  not to make the award. 
 
RUSKIN FIELDS and BARTON AREA ACTION PLAN 
As most of you know, the Ruskin fields development proposal was excluded by the City 
Council in December 2011 both from the Barton Area Action Plan, and from the Sites and 
Housing Development DPD, which was excellent news. Your Committee has submitted a 
comment to the Council supporting that decision. 
The following consultation stage ran until March 23rd and sought comments on the 
Proposed Submission which the City Council will pass to the Secretary of State next month. 
We are seriously concerned for the future of Stoke Place. The Council proposes to 'upgrade' 
the lane and bridleway by thinning the trees, and resurfacing and lighting the full extent of 
Stoke Place. The bridleway as it is today is unlikely to meet the regulations for shared 
footway/cycle tracks, and has several dangerous spots where cars, cyclists and pedestrians 
have to compete for the same space.  In terms of the role of Stoke Place within the 
Conservation Area, it's hard to see how bringing it up to the required standard will not destroy 
its charm and rural character forever. All this was made clear in our response to the Barton 
AAP Proposed Submission. 
Other options were included in the document, and the Friends’ Committee therefore asked 
the Council to reconsider the use of Stoke Place as the principal cycle and pedestrian 
link to and from Barton West, and suggested an alternative route via Foxwell Drive. 
Another issue the Committee raised was the 'boulevard' scheme. The Council’s plans refer to 
the A40 here as a 'street that runs through the city' with the northern side of the ring road lined 
with houses in order to promote the integration of Barton West with Headington and 
Northway.  
In order to further this aim the ring-road was to be “transformed” by reducing the density of 
planting in the central reservation. Over and above the loss of this green cushion protecting 
adjacent communities from noise and pollution, we felt that integration between communities 
which can't see each other would be unlikely, and living beside the A40 would be unpleasant.  
An increase in housing could be achieved by a better layout, with houses facing away from 
the A40 and towards their neighbours. 
The proposed reduction in speed limit is a separate issue, and could be achieved (if it were felt 
to be desirable) without the boulevard proposal being taken forward. 
The Planning Corner on the Friends’ website (at the section on Barton) includes arguments 
for and against building alongside the A40 in the form of a series of letters to the Oxford 
Times, which make interesting reading. 
The Proposed Submission document is due to be submitted to the Secretary of State in April 
2012. The Secretary of State will then appoint an independent Planning Inspector who will 
hold an inquiry and decide on the key issues resulting from the consultation. The Inspector 
will invite organizations and individuals to attend based on the comments made during the 
Council’s consultation, and your Committee has asked to speak at the inquiry. 
 
TRAFFIC SUB-COMMITTEE 
The Sub-committee continues to  monitor traffic conditions in and around Old Headington and to 
liaise with other local groups in Headington.  Progress has been difficult and the volume and speed of 
traffic passing through the village remains a concern. 



 

 

 

OPEN GARDENS  

Open Gardens this year will be on Sunday, 24th June.    Information about the gardens which will be 
open will be sent round later on along with other matters. 

 
WINTER MEETING  
Another date for your diary:  the Winter Meeting will take place on Friday, 16th November when 
Alexandra Kim will speak about the renovation and alterations to Kensington Palace which are 
currently being undertaken. 

 

HEADINGTON LIBRARY 

We have the very welcome decision that the library will stay in Bury Knowle House, at least until the 
city and county councils change their minds, but we do know that at last disabled access will be put in 
place to the side of the building apparently according to the planning applications which were agreed 
two years ago, so we wait somewhat impatiently for the work to be done.  A lot of much needed 
remedial work was undertaken during the Autumn which has improved the look of the house. 

 
FRIENDS’  EMAIL ADDRESS LIST 
Many of you are on our email address list so that we can communicate urgent matters to as many 
people as possible, as quickly as possible, and we would be glad to add others to that list.   Please let 
the Secretary know if you would like your email address added, or add it to the list which will be 
available at the AGM.  If you are already on the list but have changed your address do please let us 
know.   We should point out that all messages go out ‘blind’ so your address will not be visible to 
other recipients.   Please let us know if you do not have access to email so that we can keep you 
informed about these urgent matters by hard copy. 

 

OVERGROWING TREES AND SHRUBS 

We would ask you to take notice, and cut back,  any shrubs growing over your boundary wall or  fence 
onto public footpaths as it has been reported to us that  those with limited sight have experienced 
problems  as overgrowing shrubs can be hazardous for them.  Ivy has also been growing at a great rate 
and could usefully be cut back, as it can also cause damage to stone walls. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
This meeting will be held on Friday, 15th April at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Dunstan Road.  For members of 
the Friends the agenda for the meeting, the accounts for 2010, and the minutes of last year’s Annual General 
Meeting are enclosed with this newsletter.  Please bring these papers with you to the meeting along with 
your membership card which will entitle you to vote on the committee’s proposal to alter membership 
subscriptions.   Donations on the night towards the cost of the evening will be very welcome. 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions of £5 per household for the current year are now due.   If you have not already paid 
you may do so either now, or at the AGM, by cheque.   New members, who are always welcome, 
and those members who have not yet renewed their subscriptions, are asked to complete the 
attached form and send it with their payment to the Hon. Treasurer, Peter Gray at 39 Old High 
Street as soon as possible.  There is also the opportunity to pay your subscription by standing order 
and a copy of the form is attached. Cheques should be made payable to The Friends of Old 
Headington.    The committee is proposing an increase in the subscription, effective 1st 
January 2012, whereby each member will pay £5 individually rather than a subscription 
being paid per household as at present.    This change needs to be approved by fully paid up 
members at the AGM.  In view of the potentially serious developments which may happen in 
or near the village the committee feels it is essential  to increase the Friends’ funds in order to 
be able to buy professional expertise where necessary. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  
The  present committee is Sarah King (Chairman), Hugh Ferris, Janet Giles, Peter Gray (Hon. 
Treasurer), Veronica Hurst, Peter McCarter, Tim Toomey, Zoe Traill, and Stella Welford (Hon. 
Secretary)  with John Rawson co-opted as our architectural adviser .Audrey Mullender, Principal of 
Ruskin College, is no longer a co-opted member having left the committee at the end of 2010.  The 
terms of office of Hugh Ferris, Janet Giles and Peter Gray expire this year and they are willing to 
stand for re-election for a further period of two years.  
 
ENHANCEMENT AWARD  
This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. which in your opinion, and ultimately 
the committee’s opinion, has enhanced the conservation area.  To qualify, any proposal must be for 
work completed since the last AGM.  Please send your suggestions to the Secretary by Tuesday 5th 
April so that the committee can consider them in time for the award to be presented at the AGM on 
15th April.  The committee will welcome proposals from residents and is keen not to be the 
only nominator of work worthy of consideration.  If, however, the committee considers that no 
single project proposed stands out it may decide, as it did last year, not to make the award. 
 
OPEN GARDENS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Gardens this year will be on Sunday, 12th June.    Information about the gardens which will be open 
will be sent round later on. 

WINTER MEETING  
Another date for your diary:  The winter meeting will take place on Friday, 18th November when the speaker 
will be Clive Hurst. 

 
RUSKIN COLLEGE FIELDS 
We recently used our list of members’ email addresses to alert many of you to the fact that Ruskin College 
have proposed that the fields to the north of the College be used for development, with a figure of up to 200 
houses being quoted by one Council official. These fields are part of the Conservation Area of Old 
Headington and contribute significantly to the charm and character of the village by giving it its open and 
rural setting. This role will only become more significant with the proposed Barton West development on 
land on the opposite side of the ring road. The extra traffic inevitably generated by a development of up to 
200 houses on the Ruskin fields would create major problems for an already hugely congested area. 

As a conservation group, the Friends are fiercely opposed to any development of these local fields and are 
actively campaigning for the City Council to carry out their duty, as laid down in the Oxford Local Plan, to 
“preserve and enhance the special character, appearance and setting of any conservation area” and to agree 
that the Ruskin fields will not be built on. 

We have already had many expressions of concern and offers of help in opposing these development 
proposals, for which we are very grateful. We aim to work with other Neighbourhood groups and the Oxford 
Preservation Trust in our campaign and will use the email addresses we hold to inform members of the 
Friends of any relevant public meetings that take place, and recipients of letters opposing development, for 
those who share our concerns. 

 
TRAFFIC SUB-COMMITTEE 
The FOH Traffic Sub-committee has continued to monitor the traffic situation in Old Headington and reports 
that they  liaised with local representatives regarding the Barton West development, the Highfield Road 
traffic scheme, improvements to traffic flow on the London Road and latterly the plans to develop Ruskin 
fields.  They are also in discussion with Oxford City Council conservation officers as the concern , as 
always, is to minimise the volume and speed of traffic using the narrow streets of Old Headington as a rat 
run.   

They have benefited greatly from the support of our local councillors, Ruth Wilkinson and David Rundle, 
particularly during the recent negotiations to increase parking tariffs in the Old High Street car park. 

 
SAVE HEADINGTON LIBRARY 
A great many options are being considered in an effort to keep the library open in spite of the draconian cuts 
proposed by the County Council.  A local committee has been formed and Councillor Ruth Wilkinson has 
issued the attached ‘Vision Statement’.    We will keep in touch with you as matters develop through our 
FOH email list, but of course there will be a lot of information in the press, both national and local.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FRIENDS’ EMAIL ADDRESS LIST 
As many of you will be aware we do have an email address list so that we can communicate urgent matters 
to as many people as possible, as quickly as possible, and we would be glad to add others to that list.   Please 
let the Secretary know if you would like your email address added, or add it to the list which will be 
available at the AGM.   We should point out that all messages go out ‘blind’ so your address will not be 
visible to other recipients.   Please let us know if you do not have access to email so that we can keep you 
informed about these urgent matters.  

 
CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL  
An appraisal has been prepared by Robert Lloyd-Sweet,  Conservation Officer with the City Council, who 
many of you will have met at recent Friends’ meetings and we can now report that the appraisal  is currently 
being checked by the Planning Policy Team.  There will then be a six week  period of  consultation with the 
public starting on  Friday, 25th March with a surgery with Conservation Officers and any other of the 
contributing stakeholders who wish to be involved.  We will tell you this date when it is confirmed by means 
of the Friends’ email list.     

 
SASH WINDOWS     
In the Conservation Area we have long been plagued by the installation of crude modern double-
glazed windows, now that all replacement windows have to be double glazed.  The problem is that 
the thickness of double-glazed units and the width of their edge seals requires the use of bulky 
frames.   
There may be a solution to this problem. There is now a company called Envirosash (with an 
Oxford base) which installs a new type of double-glazed unit which has a very small edge seal.  
These can be set into existing period windows with only minor alterations to the existing 
woodwork. Refurbishment of the windows and the installation of draft-proofing are part of the work 
undertaken.  
 
(Disclaimer: we have no knowledge of this firm's prices or competence - we are just drawing it to 
your attention.) 
 
SOLAR PANELS 
We are also concerned about the installation of solar panels on houses within the conservation area and the 
following is a quotation from the city council’s leaflet Solar Energy Collectors:  Guide to Planning 
Permission:  

You are advised to contact the Planning Control and Conservation section who will advise you if planning 
permission is needed.   If you require written confirmation that planning permission is not required, please 
get in touch with Planning Control and Conservation, Oxford City Council, Ramsay House, St. Ebbe’s 
Street, Oxford OX1 1PT  (email – planning:@oxford.gov.uk 

 
WHEELIE BINS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheelie bins are cumbersome and can be  difficult to accommodate and many are being kept at the 
front of a number of houses in the village.   These are an eyesore and we are concerned about their 
effect on the visual amenity of the conservation area.  We would therefore ask you to store the bins 
out of sight except of course on the days when the refuse is collected.    You  do have the 
opportunity to ask the Council to supply smaller bins (140lt) or plastic sacks for landfill rubbish  if 
you do not need the full size bins.  The phone number for City Council Recycling is 249811 and 
press 1 for recycling and waste, and it is then possible to talk to an adviser.    
 
 
 
 
OVERHANGING BRANCHES  
Do please keep the branches from your trees and bushes cut back as they can be a hazard to 
passersby and can also obscure street lights reducing visibility and making it less safe for 
pedestrians during the dark evenings of winter.   
 
HEADINGTON PARISH HALL  
Headington Parish Hall was built in the late 1950s to replace a small corrugated iron shed in the 
then Vicarage Garden, now St Andrew’s House and  belongs to the people of Old Headington.  It is 
registered in the name of the Trustees, a group of local residents who are responsible for the hall 
and grounds, and a separate Management Committee which  deals with the day to day running of 
the hall which is used for a wide range of events including meetings, lectures, keep-fit sessions, dog 
training, ballet classes and parties.  The purpose of the Hall is to provide a permanent and good 
venue for these and other activities that people may want to organise. 
The Management Committee welcomes new members with ideas for the hall’s use and invites you to the 
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 23rd March 2011 at 7.0 pm at the Parish Hall in Dunstan Road.   
The hall would really benefit from the involvement of people in the area.. 

To book the hall, ring the caretaker, Mark Mills  Tel.763788, or email him at mjsmills@yahoo.com   If you 
would like more information, do contact:  Penny Fox, Chairman of the Hall Management Committee: Tel: 
765419  Email: pennyfox49@hotmail.com  or Jill Freston, Hall Trustee:. Tel: 762247. Email: jill@jmfreston.plus.com 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save Headington Library Group vision and position statement 

 

 

Vision 

 

Headington is a thriving District Centre promoting employment, education, retail, business, leisure and recreation. The 
Library fulfils an important role as a community hub and is well loved and well used by people across the NE area of 
the City for educational, recreational, information-seeking and cultural purposes. We want to maintain, supplement and 
promote library services that meet the needs of our community. We also recognise that all communities in Oxfordshire 
value their libraries as we do. 

 

Position statement 

 

The Library Group understands the financial situation in which the County Council finds itself and recognises that the 
County has accepted a budget in which the cost of the library service across Oxfordshire has been reduced to 77% of its 
current level. We note that this decision has been made at a time when the budgets of county libraries have already been 
cut by 27% since 2008-09.  

 

We consider that it is imperative that the present network of libraries is retained so that when the financial position 
improves, the network can also be improved. This will not be possible if the proposed programme of closures proceeds 
as libraries will be lost to their communities forever. We therefore propose that our library, like all Oxfordshire 
libraries, should remain open. To achieve this, we accept that our library takes its fair share of the cuts, i.e. a 23% 
reduction in County funding, until our finances can be restored in the future. In return, our community will work hard to 
identify ways in which we can reduce costs and supplement the funding of Bury Knowle Library to reduce the net cost 
of the Bury Knowle Library by at least 23%. 

 

We suggest that this solution which will allow the County to keep all its libraries open is much more equitable than the 
present proposal. Our solution is based on partnership working between the County Council and the local community to 
further the aims of the Big Society. We will campaign with others including the Save Oxfordshire Libraries Group to 
keep all 43 Oxfordshire libraries open as we think this is a better alternative than the County’s proposal to discontinue 
funding from 20 libraries. 

  

Representation 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We seek confirmation from the following bodies that they support our claim to represent the whole of Headington as 
endorsed at the North East Area Committee meeting on 18 January 2011. We wish to make it clear that this is an 
apolitical group and the inclusion of councillors is to aid our negotiating position and provide useful contacts and 
information. 

 

Headington Action  

Co-ordinating Committee of Headington Residents’ Associations  

Former Save Headington Library Group  

County Council: Cllr Roy Darke 

City Councillor: Cllr Ruth Wilkinson 

 

In addition we are calling on the services of Fiona Mackenzie, our accountant. Currently the representatives from the 
community groups are Tanya Field, Tony Joyce and Sarah Eddie and we wish to acknowledge the continuing support of 
Patrick Coulter and Richard Bradley 

 

We are grateful to, and acknowledge the campaigning efforts made by the former Save Headington Library Group; 
members of the original group have expressed the wish that the project is continued by the group named above which 
will retain the name, associated funds and mailing list. 

 

We have written to all the above named bodies to request that they endorse this group as the representative body for 
negotiations with the Oxfordshire County Council and Oxford City Council on their behalf. 

 

 

 

 

Offers of help 

 

We wish to set up an email address to which offers of help can be made as soon as our group has been legitimised by 
the above parties. We look forward to welcoming new supporters with relevant skills. 

 

We intend to contact all those who have expressed support for Bury Knowle Library giving updated information 
concerning the Group, our contact details, future events and ways in which they can offer help 

 

Working Groups 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend to set up working groups as appropriate in the near future and will have  reported progress at the North East 
Area Committee on Tuesday 15 March 
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            April 2010 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This meeting will be held on Friday, 7th May at 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall, Dunstan Road.  For members of 
the Friends the agenda for the meeting, the accounts for 2009, and the minutes of last year’s Annual General 
Meeting are enclosed with this newsletter.  Please bring these papers with you to the meeting along with 
your membership card. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions of £5 per household for the current year are now due.  Forms for the payment of subscriptions 
were sent out with the Autumn Newsletter and many households have already paid theirs, for which many 
thanks.  If you have not already paid you may do so either now, or at the AGM, by cheque.   New members 
who are always welcome, and those members who have not yet renewed their subscriptions, are asked to 
complete the attached form and send it with their payment to the Hon. Treasurer, Peter Gray at 39 Old High 
Street.  Cheques should be made payable to The Friends of Old Headington. 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

The present committee is Sarah King (Chairman), Hugh Ferris, Janet Giles, Peter Gray (Hon. Treasurer), 
Veronica Hurst, David Rowe, Stella Welford (Hon. Secretary) and Zoe Traill with John Rawson co-opted as 
our architectural adviser and Audrey Mullender, Principal of Ruskin College, as a co-opted member.  The 
terms of office of Veronica Hurst, David Rowe, Zoe Traill, Sarah King and Stella Welford expire this year 
and they are willing to stand for re-election for a further period of two years with the exception of David 
Rowe who sadly has decided not to seek re-election.  We are very grateful to him for his help and advice 
during his time on the committee.  Peter McCarter was invited after the last AGM to join the committee on 
his return to Old Headington and he therefore needs to be formally nominated and elected. 

Nomination forms will be available from the Secretary so please get in touch with her if you would like to 
make a nomination: any nominee must be a member of the Friends. 

 

ENHANCEMENT AWARD 

This award is made for work on buildings, walls, trees etc. which in your opinion, and ultimately the 
committee’s opinion, has enhanced the conservation area.  To qualify, any proposal must be for work 
completed since the last AGM.  Please send your suggestions to the Secretary by Friday, 23rd April so that 
the committee can consider them in time for the award to be presented at the AGM on 7th May.  The 
committee will welcome proposals from residents and is keen not to be the only nominator of work 
worthy of consideration.  If, however, the committee considers that no single project proposed stands out it 
may decide not to make the award. 

 

OPEN GARDENS 

A date for your diary with details later:   the  gardens will be open during the afternoon of Sunday, 13th June.   



 

 

 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FRIENDS OF OLD HEADINGTON 

You will know from earlier newsletters that 2010 marks the fiftieth year of the existence of the Friends and it 
is planned that there will be events during the summer in celebration.   We shall of course have our usual 
Open Gardens event,  and are planning a social event later in the summer with an exhibition about the history 
of the village and the conservation area.  There will be more information in a later newsletter. 

 

OXFORD PRESERVATION TRUST 

The Trust is organising a walk, lasting  just over 1-1/2 hours,  in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Friends of Old Headington with as they say, “a stroll around this charming village full of historic interest, 
past OPT land, and on to the former hamlet of Barton”.   The walk will be during the afternoon of  Sunday, 
2nd May, starting at 2.30 and  will be led by local historian and author, Malcolm Graham. 

Please get in touch with the Friends’ Hon. Secretary by Friday, 23rd April in order to make a booking and she 
will give you further details. 

 

RUSKIN COLLEGE 

An update from the Principal, Professor Audrey Mullender 

 

“After several years of planning and preparation, Ruskin College’s redevelopment of its Old Headington site 
is finally under way. A local building firm, Beard, is undertaking Phase 1 of the project, commencing on 
29th March 2010. This involves the refurbishment of the four buildings to the west of the Ruskin site: Smith, 
Beatrice Webb, Biko and Bowen. The first of these will mainly house offices, with a small amount of 
teaching space, and the other three will remain as student residences, re-opening in October for the start of 
the Autumn Term.  

Ruskin has also just applied for planning consent for a modified version of the main Academic Building, to 
be constructed next to the Rookery, as Phase 2 of the overall project. Tawney Hall, the 1960s extension to 
the east of the Rookery, will be demolished during August, and the new building will take shape between 
then and mid-2012. There will be site works, such as drainage and service upgrading, during both phases of 
the project. 

All construction traffic will use the upper half of the College’s main drive during Phase 1 and a temporary 
internal construction route during Phase 2. None will use Stoke Place.  

While I’m writing, if you know any adult who never got the chance to finish their education, we still have 
places on most of our courses for this Autumn. Go to www.ruskin.ac.uk for more details”. 

 

LONDON ROAD TRAFFIC STUDY 

The County Council Highways Department has issued a report Control of Noise and Vibration in connection 
with the work proposed for the area along London Road between Osler Road and Wharton Road.  The 
contact details for complaints are:  Karen Seal – email kseal@oxford.gov.uk;  phone no. 252316.    

 



 

 

TRAFFIC AND RELATED PROBLEMS 

Report from Traffic Sub-Committee: 

 

During the past year the committee has continued to press for a reduction in the volume and speed of traffic 
through the village. We have been working on several fronts.  

 

In November, Aron Wisdom, a Transport Planner with Oxfordshire County Council, met with 16 residents in 
the village and noted our concerns. We followed this up by sending him copies of our plans for minor works 
designed to reduce speed and to enhance the appearance of our streets. Aron has confirmed that our plans 
seem sensible and he has advised us to check them with the Conservation team at the City Council. 
However, he has also warned that no resources are currently available, given the lack of traffic related 
injuries and deaths in Old Headington. We are still waiting for the final version of his site report and for an 
inspection of the narrowing point at the west end of Barton Lane. We are also still waiting for another 
council official to prepare preliminary costings for our proposals.  A further frustration has been that we have 
so far failed to have any discussions with the Conservation team at the City Council. We understand that they 
are very busy and short-staffed.  

 

The next phase of the London Road improvements will begin shortly and is scheduled to continue for eight 
months. We have pressed the County Council to install measures to deter additional rat-running through the 
village. However, we have had no response to our direct enquiries. The response given to our local 
councillors is that the planners do not expect any significant increase in traffic delays on the London Rd and 
therefore see no need for preventive measures.  

 

Members of our committee also attend the Headington Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) organised by 
the police. As a result of our comments there have been covert surveys of vehicle speeds in Old High Street. 
These confirmed the high volume of traffic (17,914 vehicles in the week  16-22nd July 2009 with a weekday 
average of 2,725 vehicles) but did not record excessive speeds (mean speed 21.5mph). These figures pre-date 
the introduction of the 20mph limit, last September. Since September the lack of enforcement of this limit 
has been a regular point of discussion at NAG meetings as in the local media. We have been told that the 
County Council is planning to do a speed monitoring exercise and that several streets in Old Headington are 
on the list for monitoring.  

 

We note that a high profile campaign by the Highfield Residents Association has forced the County Council 
to allocate resources for a traffic management scheme. Our case is at least as strong! But it is clear that Old 
Headington residents need to focus more effort on celebrating our streets as valuable social and community 
spaces. Would you, for example, be interested in organising local activities on Streets for People Day? 
Would you be prepared to campaign for Old Headington to become a Home Zone? Would you be interested 
in fundraising?  

 

Finally, we particularly record our thanks to Councillors Ruth Wilkinson and David Rundle for all their help 
throughout the past year. 



 

 

 

Jan Giles, John Rawson, Sally Richards, Ronnie Sonneborn and Tony Fenley.  

 

 

PLANNING PROCEDURES 

Modest improvements proposed to properties in our Conservation Area – Report from the Friends’ 
Planning Strategy Sub-committee: 

 

You may recall that, in 2007, the Secretary of State for Communities (Ruth Kelly) was reported as saying 
that putting solar panels and wind turbines on houses would no longer need planning permission.  In 2008, , 
further relaxations were announced and reported in the national press as giving property-owners the go-
ahead to make modest improvements (such as extensions and dormer windows) without the need to apply for 
planning permission. In both cases, councils retained the right to restrict planning permission in exceptional 
circumstances where the benefit was questionable and was outweighed by the impact on the local 
environment (such as a Listed Building or a Conservation Area). 

The committee thought at the time that it would be helpful to draw members’ attention to the restrictions 
potentially applicable to improvements proposed in a Conservation Area, and included an attachment to that 
effect to the Newsletter issued in November 2008.  Some 18 months have passed since that attachment was 
sent out.  With the passage of time, the impact of such comments naturally diminishes.  The committee 
therefore thought that a reminder of the restrictions to general planning policy might now be helpful, so that 
property owners contemplating a development that they consider “modest, within the meaning of the Act” 
will not inadvertently go further than the Planning Department will permit within the Old Headington 
Conservation Area.  If in doubt, please contact our Hon. Secretary who will be pleased to seek a view from 
the committee’s architectural adviser, John Rawson. 

Adrian Williams, Hugh Ferris, John Rawson 

 

FAIRTRADE SHOP 

Many of you will be aware by now that after long negotiations and delays this independent co-operative 
Fairtrade shop has now opened at 104 London Road under  the name The Windmill.  It sells foodstuffs, 
confectionery, gifts, cards, and recycled products.  There is also a welcome  opportunity to refill your Ecover 
containers. 

 

BURY KNOWLE LIBRARY 

Unfortunately there have been considerable delays in building disabled access to the library and we have 
now heard that the work should start in the middle of August with completion at the end of November. 

 

JACOBS & FIELD 



 

 

This shop has opened recently as a grocers, delicatessen and coffee house at 15 Old High Street in the 
premises previously occupied by Threshers.  The name of the shop is in celebration of the two gentlemen 
who were the nurserymen at the market garden which was once where the shop  now stands.   

The market garden first appeared on records in 1880 and ceased operating in the 1930s when the shop was 
built, as well as a garage and the electricity substation.  The market garden would have extended into the area 
now occupied by the car park. 

 

CAR PARKING WITHIN RESIDENTS’ PARKING ZONES 

The contract for monitoring car parking has changed again and it now being handled by NSL.  The phone 
number to call them on for illegal parking in Residents’ Parking Zones is 0845 337 1138 

 

HEADINGTON FESTIVAL 

This will again be mainly based in Bury Knowle Park and will take place on Sunday, 6th June. 

 

LOCAL CONCERNS  

Do please get in touch with the Hon. Secretary or any other member of this committee,  about any local 
concerns you may have, before getting in touch with the City or County Council direct.  We have among us 
many useful contacts within these councils and may be able to help directly rather than for you to go through 
many hoops to get the help needed.  Our City Councillors work hard on our behalf and are readily available 
to help:  their contact details are:   Councillor David Rundle, 39 Catherine Street, Oxford OX4 3AH – Tel. 
07980 894147 (mobile), email: david.rundle@oxfordlibdems.org.uk;  Councillor Ruth Wilkinson, 21 
Thames View Road, Rose Hill, Oxford OX4 4TQ – Tel. 07789 368300 (mobile), email: 
ruth.wilkinson@oxfordlibdems.org.uk 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  November 2009 

          

WINTER  NEWSLETTER   

 

WINTER  MEETING  

The Winter Meeting this year will be held on Friday, 27th November at 8 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall, Dunstan Road, when David Marquand, retired Principal of Mansfield College 
and a writer on political subjects, will talk to us on Masks of Power: A review of some 
Oxford educated Prime Ministers of the last 100 years. His most recent book 
‘Britain since 1918’ was published by Weidenfeld & Nicholson in 2008.  As many of you will 
know, David lives in Old Headington and he and Judith have opened their garden to us on 
Open Gardens days.  We are delighted that he has agreed to give this talk to us, his 
neighbours.  

Business at this meeting is kept to a minimum but the evening will conclude with wine, nibbles and 
chat, as on previous occasions, during which there will be an opportunity to talk to members of the 
committee about local concerns.   

Our next social event will be Open Gardens, which will take place on Sunday, 13th June 2010. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and SUBSCRIPTIONS  

The next AGM will be held on a Friday evening early in May 2010, also in the Parish Hall.   
Subscriptions for 2010 will shortly be due and may be paid any time now at the rate of £5 per 
household and should be paid to the Treasurer, Peter Gray, at 39 Old High Street, using the form 
below.  Those not already paying by standing order, but wishing to pay by this method, should ask 
the Treasurer for the appropriate form.  If you regularly come to the Friends’ events, and make use 
of our efforts to solve problems in the village, we wish to encourage you to become members – 
unless, of course you already are.   

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Friends of Old Headington 

 

I am/we are a member/s of the FOH and wish to/already pay by standing order OR enclose the 
subscription of £5 for the year ending 31st December ……. 

 

I/we would like to join the FOH, and enclose a completed standing order form/the subscription  



 

 

 

 

of £5 per household for the year ending 31st December …… 

 

I am/we are content for my/our name/s address and phone number to be held on the Friends’ 

computerised list of members. 

 

Please delete as appropriate       (Please make cheques payable to “Friends of Old Headington”) 

         

(Please use block capitals)      Signature ……………………… 

 

Title(s) Name(s) ………………………………………….   

 

Address  …………………………………………. 

………………………………………….  Phone No. .................................... 

   

Please complete and return to the Hon. Treasurer:  I.P.W. Gray, 39 Old High Street, Headington, 

  Oxford OX3 9HP:   Phone:  01865 768080 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

We are delighted that Veronica Hurst, a member of the Friends committee, has agreed to 
undertake this task and she will be liaising with the Treasurer, Peter Gray, about the 
payment of subscriptions, issue of membership cards, and reminders to those members 
whose subscriptions are outstanding.  As we mentioned in an earlier newsletter, we would 
like to be able to welcome new members to the Friends more formally than we do at 
present, and to get to know them individually at a social event.  We would like to 
encourage newcomers to the area, whether they live in the village or close by, to join the 
Friends and to help us in our efforts to look after problems within the Conservation Area. 

 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

You will see from the accompanying newsletter that we are asking for ideas on how we might 
celebrate this special anniversary, and are inviting you to join an ad hoc committee to organise 
events.   We look forward to hearing from you so do please get in touch with the Chairman, Sarah 
King, at 1 The Croft (phone: 763679), or the Secretary. 

 

FOH WEBSITE 



 

 

 

 

As you will know from earlier newsletters our website is now active (foh.org.uk) and is being 
maintained by Katie Rayner who volunteered to set it up for us.  There are numerous links to other 
websites within Headington so there is an excellent overview of the area as a whole.  We do 
recommend you look at it, and we would welcome additional historical information about your 
house, along with anecdotes from the past, to add to our knowledge of life in Old Headington which 
would be additional to that which is already recorded in our books Within Living Memory and A 
Village within a City:  copies of both books are available from the Secretary.  Do tell the Secretary 
about any such information you would like included on the website. 

 

RUSKIN COLLEGE 

An update from the Principal, Professor Audrey Mullender: 

 

“The Ruskin College Governing Executive has now given the green light to a slightly streamlined 
version of the capital project to redevelop the College on its Old Headington site. The overall cost 
of this will be just under £20million and the move of Ruskin’s headquarters from Walton Street in 
the city centre to Dunstan Road in Old Headington remains scheduled for 2012. 

The failure of the Learning and Skills Council to live up to its unwritten promise of helping to fund 
the project has meant (as for colleges all over the country) that some aspects of the Ruskin project 
have had to be dropped or adjusted.  The existing residences will be refurbished (which helps the 
environment) and a cafeteria will be located in the heart of the Academic Building (and open to 
local people who want to visit without cars).  The crinkle crankle wall and, indeed, the entire wall 
around the former walled garden has now been repaired and looks splendid, though it cannot yet be 
visited as much of the area is fenced off and the garden closed pending the rest of the construction 
work on site.  In the future, it may once again become a walled garden but that is looking a long 
way ahead.  In advance of this, some current students are trying to tend a small plot at Stoke House.  
Being new to gardening, they have asked for help and advice.  Anyone able to offer this should 
contact the Principal, please at the email address given below. 

We are currently in an intense period of detailed design.  We expect the refurbishment of the 
buildings on the western side of the site (Smith House and all three residential blocks) to happen 
between mid-March and late September 2010.  The 1960s extension to the Rookery is likely to be 
demolished in August 2010, followed by a building programme over a two-year period embracing 
the new Academic Building, and Block D - the 30-bed residential block to the east of the site.  Both 
will have to go back to the City Council for some changes to save money, but not changes of a kind 
that will render them any more intrusive or less attractive.  (For example, the Academic Building 
will have only half a storey at basement level, to save very expensive digging into the slope.)  The 
main College drive and the internal construction route will be used as access for all the work. 

Stoke Place residents will be pleased to learn that the proposed electricity substation does not now 
look likely to be needed (owing to increased capacity being available through the existing 



 

 

 

 

substation as much as because Ruskin is building less – it is a mystery to us why this was not 
known sooner but apparently these things are constantly changing).  As most readers will know, the 
one aspect of the project that has yet to be resolved is car parking on the Ruskin site.  I don’t think 
anyone came away from the Strategic Development Control Committee at the Town Hall in July 
feeling that a good job had been done by the committee (which is not a criticism of any individual).  
Indeed, they apparently spent half their next meeting trying to clarify what they had decided and 
why.  As a consequence, Ruskin is likely to appeal against the decision to reject its entire car 
parking proposals.  We don’t think this is what anyone wanted to see happen and it leaves the 
whole question uncomfortably up in the air.  Hence we feel we must try again and no doubt a wise 
decision will be reached when matters are examined more thoroughly.  Whatever that decision may 
be, we remain committed to working closely and warmly with our neighbours.  I am happy to 
answer any questions and to respond to any comments on this brief report, via email:  
amullender@ruskin.ac.uk”. 

 

BURY KNOWLE PARK 

Inaugural meetings have taken place in connection with the formation of the Friends of Bury 
Knowle Park.  The City’s Parks department is working on a management plan similar to that in 
place for other city parks, and we would be glad to hear from anyone who would like to be involved 
with the preservation of this attractive and well used park. 

Work to create disabled access to the library is due to start very soon, after years of lobbying by the 
Friends of OH and discussion with the County and City councils. 

 

CAR PARKING ON THE PARISH HALL VERGE 

We want to reassure local residents that we have been working with the City Council in an effort to 
stop the parking of cars on the verge outside the Parish Hall and we hope, with the help of our City 
Councillors, to have achieved a solution and that the work will  be carried out in the foreseeable 
future. 

 

STREET LIGHTS 

Just a reminder about street lights now that the evenings are drawing in:  during the winter the 
lights are checked on a regular basis but anyone who notices a faulty lamp should ring a freephone 
number, or send an email, to report the fault.  You will need to give the number on the lamp post 
(usually between one and three metres up) and/or the location of the lamp.  The Freephone number 
is 0800 317 802 and the email address is streetlighting@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  The office is manned 
during working hours, i.e. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays to Thursdays, and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fridays.  
At other times you will get an answerphone message, in which case leave your name and number 
and ask for a call back.  The contractors have five days during which to repair normal faults. 



 

 

 

 

 

GRAFFITI 

The City Council is responsible for removing graffiti from public areas and public buildings but are 
unable to remove it from private property without the consent of the owner.  Graffiti is removed 
within five working days of a report if it is within the city centre, or within 14 working days outside 
the city centre.  Its removal is handled by City Works and the phone number is 0800 227676. 
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OPEN GARDENS 

Sunday, 14h June from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m. 

The leaflet attached to this newsletter shows where the gardens are which will be open during the 
afternoon, and lists their owners. We are delighted that there is such a wide variety of gardens for 
you to visit, and we welcome some new ones in addition to those we have enjoyed in previous 
years.   

The cost of admission payable at the first garden you visit will be £3 for those not holding a 
membership card for the Friends of Old Headington, and £1 for those who are members of 
the Friends and are able to show their membership cards.  You will then be given a sticker 
which will admit you to all the gardens that are open.  Do please remember your card and bring 
it and the leaflet with you:  if you have not got your card you will be charged £3.   Some spare 
copies of the leaflet will be available at each of the gardens.  The gardens are all within easy 
walking distance of the Parish Hall in Dunstan Road where the usual excellent teas will be provided 
by Otmoor Women’s Institute as on previous occasions.   

We are delighted that Carol Brewer and Veronica Hurst have agreed to organise the plant stall, also 
at the Parish Hall, which in past years has always been a great success.   They will welcome 
contributions for the stall to be delivered to the hall after 12 noon on the day, or to them at home;  
Carol’s phone number is 741410 and Veronica’s.  The plants should be in suitable containers 
and clearly labelled, preferably with their English names:  please check with them if you have 
any questions.   

A member of the committee will be at the Parish Hall during the afternoon so if you have not paid 
your subscription you can do so, and copies of the books  Within Living Memory, A Village within a 
City and Building in Old Headington will be available for you to buy.   

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This meeting took place on Friday, 1st May with 66 people present, and we were glad to welcome 
our City Councillors David Rundle and Ruth Wilkinson along with our County Councillor Altaf  
Khan.  The retiring committee members, Hugh Ferris, Janet Giles and Peter Gray were re-elected 
for the statutory period of two years.  John Rawson continues to be our architectural adviser and is a 
co-opted ex-officio member of the committee: Professor Audrey Mullender, Principal of Ruskin 



 

 

 

 

College, is also a co-opted member.  The Treasurer presented the accounts and reported a balance 
in hand of £7,890, an increase over the previous year’s total of £6,810. 

The committee decided not to give the Enhancement Award as it felt that although good work had 
been completed in the conservation area during the past year none was sufficiently significant to 
warrant an award. 

 

 

 

 

During Any Other Business Councillor David Rundle spoke about questions raised by the Traffic 
Sub-committee and thanked them for raising the concerns about rat running and speeding through 
the village.  The County had said there was a lack of funds for significant changes to be made and 
he said there are no easy solutions.  He also said that the proposed developments at Barton West are 
in the very early stages but there is talk of a bridge, probably in the Marston area, across the A40.   

Other questions from the floor concerned illegal parking, particularly on the grass verge outside the 
Parish Hall and Councillor Ruth Wilkinson said she is pursuing this matter with the Parish Hall 
committee and the City and County Councils, and at the moment discussions were ongoing.  The 
damage to the grass triangle at the junction of The Croft with Old High Street was also mentioned 
and here again discussions are on going with the City Council City Works department about how to 
prevent damage, particularly by refuse lorries  

 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FRIENDS OF OLD HEADINGTON 

Those of you who were at the AGM will know that next year the Friends will have been in 
existence for fifty years.  It would be very helpful therefore if we could have your ideas as to how 
to we should celebrate this anniversary and to have offers of help in order to prepare for it.  Do 
please get in touch with a member of the committee with your ideas and your offer of help.   

 

WEBSITE FOR THE FRIENDS 

Katie Rayner offered to create our website when we asked a year ago for a volunteer.  We are 
delighted now that it is nearly ready to be launched and will contain details of the gardens to be 
open on Sunday, 14th June, along with our latest newsletter.  The projected launch date is Monday, 
8th June.  There will be additions to the website as time goes by, and we would welcome 
contributions from members giving some historical information about their houses which is not 
available in Within Living Memory or A Village within a City, both of which were published by the 
Friends.  The website address is:  foh.org.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

HEADINGTON QUARRY:  Open Gardens Sunday, 7th June 

To mark the 50th anniversary of The Friends of Headington Quarry they will be opening about eight 
gardens, between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. which will coincide with the Flower Festival being held in Holy 
Trinity Church during the weekend of 6th/7th June.   Details of all the gardens open, and 
refreshments, will be available at The Coach House, Quarry Road (opposite the end of Mark Road).   
We are all welcome to both the Flower Festival and to visit the hidden gardens of  Quarry. 

 

OXFORD PRESERVATION TRUST 

The Trust will welcome volunteers to act as stewards at properties which will be open during the 
Trust’s Open Doors project during the Heritage Open Days weekend, 11/13th September.  If you 
would like to help please get in touch with the Trust direct:  phone 01865 242918 or email – 
info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk 

 

 

 

ILLEGAL CAR PARKING 

The contract for monitoring car parking in Residents’ Parking Zones has now been allocated to 
NCP (the contract is no longer with APCOA) and the number to call them on is 0845 337 1138 so 
please ring this number if you see cars parked illegally. 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND THEIR CONTACT NUMBERS  

 

Hugh Ferris  742088  Audrey Mullender 517801 

Janet Giles  741319      John Rawson  308040 

Peter Gray  768080  David Rowe  762620 

Veronica Hurst   Zoe Traill  768697 

Sarah King  763679  Stella Welford  764024 

 

 

At the risk of boring you with another reminder, it is appropriate to mention again that if 
anyone has any concerns with problems in the area and needs to get in touch with the City 
Council officers or with our Councillors, would they please let the committee know so that we 



 

 

 

 

may help, if help is necessary, or, to avoid confusion in case we are already working on that 
particular problem.    
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CELEBRATING FIFTY YEARS 

 

Next year sees the fiftieth anniversary of the formation of the Friends of Old Headington.  In 1959 people in 
the village became seriously alarmed to learn that Span, a large London development company, had bought 
the Churchill Farm site and two cottages, nos 2 and 4 in St. Andrew’s Lane, from an absentee landlord.  The 
site was immediately to the north of St. Andrew’s Church and stretched further north giving a potential for 
15 and possibly as many as 28 houses. 

 

On 27th January a meeting was called which 74 people attended. Every street in the village was represented 
from Old High Street to St. Andrew’s Lane and from Barton Lane to Dunstan Road.  Two City Aldermen, 
and one or two who lived beyond, also came and gave support to the formation of a group to campaign 
against the development and aim to preserve the character of the village.  A tremendous lot of activity 
followed, and by 27th April the first AGM of the Friends of Old Headington was held.  Dr. A.B. Emden, 
Principal of St. Edmund Hall, was elected President with Sir Isaiah Berlin, Alderman Frank Pickstock and 
Jack Kingerlee, of the local building firm Kingerlee, as Vice-Presidents, and there was a paid up membership 
of 82:  individuals paying a subscription of 2/6d and households five shillings. 

 

Span made two planning applications.  The first in 1960 was turned down by the City Council, the second, 
two years later, failed on the question of access because it involved the demolition of no 4 St. Andrew’s 
Lane.  The company appealed and lost after a tremendous and very hard working campaign.  Not long after, 
Span decided to sell the land.  The headlines in the local press read “The village which fought a giant and 
won”. 

 

Subsequently the village was recognised by the city as a Conservation Area and the Friends were able to 
comment on many small projects and larger developments such as the building of Laurel Farm Close, and 
the sale of the Priory land to build Emden House.  We fought hard with the hospital to prevent the Ivy Lane 
entrance from being an alternative access onto Osler Road.  The Friends became active, and continue to be 
active, on other fronts including planning applications within the village as well as lobbying the City Council 
about other concerns such as new lamp standards, unsightly posts and rails in Osler Road and damaged 
pavement curbing which is still a problem. 

 

We would welcome ideas for the celebration of these fifty years as well as offers to join an ad hoc committee 
to organise whatever events are decided upon.  Please get in touch with the Chairman, Sarah King, at 1 The 
Croft (phone: 763679) or the Secretary, with your suggestions.   
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